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No. I. 

From JIajoji Henky Hoi’KINSox, Commissioner Assam, to tlie Soerolary to the 
Govt'ninu'iit <.t'Dorij'ul,— (No. 0!)J, dated the olli December ISGl.) 

SlK, 

I HAVE tlu' lionorto sulniiit, luTcwitli, a ('oiimiiniicatKiij From the 
Dejmty C’oimni-^.sioiu'r of tin* C’ossyah iiml Jyiitt'C'nli ilills, r(*porlin«r on 
the state (d'tjie piililie mind iu tliat Jlistriet, and rpcoirutiendin^jf the 
location of a small body of European Troops in them; lint us J have 
])revions]y repoided we cannot jmt EurojKJfuis at Shillong until wo have a 
Hoad to connect it Avith Assam. 


From il.AJott E. A. Ilowi..iTT, Dojmt}' Comtrii*.hi()ricr, Ciis-syab and Jynfeeah Ilills, i-o 
AI.4.JOII IIenhy lIoiKiNsON, A^eut, Goremm-fieneral, and C'ointriiasioiier of 
A.ssHni,—(No. ySDi, dated the 21.st Novciuler 18GJ.) 

'Sir, 

ITH njferonce to the concluding paragraph of your Circular, 
No. 6oC, dated the U-th instant, I liave the honor to rejxjrt that out¬ 
wardly the jKjopIe of these IJills do not shew any signs of ^sconfcent or 
disaflectioii at the pre.sent time. I, however, from sources of informa- 
tiiiu which 1 have no reason to doubt, feel sure that it recpiirr-s vorj' little 
•to excite them into open opjiosition to the enforcement id’ taxation, n-i J 
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thjM/ imposition of any new taxes would be sure to be attended^th 
serious consequmices, nnless a small body of European Troops was first 
located in these fiills, which, for the safety of the frontier in general, 
1 am of opinion^ should not be. longer delayed. 

From E> H. Lubhinoton, Ebq., Secretory to the Government of Bengal, to the Secre> 
tary to the Government of India, Home Department,—(No. 6A., dated the 3rd 
January 1862.) 

* * 

Sib, 

In continuation of Mr. Junior Secretary Gordon’s letter 
No. 3138A., dated the 19th ultimo, i am directed to submit, for the 

• No. 691. dated 6th December Consideration and orders of the Government 
1S61’ of India, the accompanying copy dt a com¬ 

munication* from the Commissioner of Assam, with its euclosuro finim 
the Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyali and Jjntceah Hills, reporting 
on the state of the public mind in that District, and recommending the 
location of a small body of European Troops in those Hills ; and I am 
to state that a confidential letter has been written to Major Hopkinstm 
with reference to the question of taxation. 


* No. 87, dated the 16th instant. 


From B. Abebcboubie, Ebq., Olficiating C( mmis^^ioncr of the Dacca Division, to the 
Secretary to the Governineut of Bengal,—(No. 7, dated the 20th January 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVB the honor to forward, for the information of the 
Ilon'blo the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
‘copy of a letter *just received from the 
Clffioiating Joint Magistrate of Sylhet in charge of the Magistrate’s 
Ofiice, reporting that there were grounds for apprehending a descent of 
the Cossyahs upon the Plains. 

2. The measures adopted by that OflScer appear under the Circum¬ 
stances to be all that are required, and 1 have requested him to keep me 
daily informed of what transpires, which shall be duly reported to you. 

B. 1 do not deem it at present advisable to recommend the des¬ 
patch of more Troops from this to Sylhet, the Joint Magistrate not ap¬ 
pearing to c^psider them required j but I have intimated to the OflScer 
Commanding the Station that it xuay be necessary to send np a Detach¬ 
ment of his men and to be in readiness to answer any call that may be 
made upon him. 
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Should malten* assume a more serious aspect, I will not fail to 
communicate them to you by Telegraph. 

5. I am informed that there are at present at Sylhet a Company 
of the East India Regiment composed of thirty-five effective men, and 
some fifty or sixty of the Sylhet Light Infantry which ought to be ampl§ 
to proride for the safety of the Station, and, you will observe, Mr. Smith 
states that reinforcements are expected. 


From T. Smith, Esq., OfRciarinp .Joint Magistrate in charge of Sylhet, to the Commis¬ 
sioner of Circuit, Dacca Division,-—(No. 37, dated the 16th January 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVB the honor to report, for your information, that I received 
on the 11-th ultimo, a report fi-om the Darogah of ITiannah Moolagool to 
the following effect:— 

2. A Chowkeediir gave infonnation at that Thannah that ho had 
overheard certain Cossyali.s .'spealciug among themselves of assembling at 
a festival to be held on the 15th, with the view of making a descent into 
the Plain on the ITith or IGth. 

fi. Any other information I have been hitherto able to collect, 
induces mo to believe that there may bo something in this story. The 
Naib Dari’igah of Parcool, when out in the District, met a Brahmin re¬ 
turning from "tlynteeahporc who mentioned that a descent was apprehend¬ 
ed by the people of that place. Most reprohensibly the Naib Darogah 
did not bring the man at once before me, and it woul<l now- bo too late 
to send for him. 

4. From Cherra I have received no Official information, but from 
private communications I believe the people about Jowai Poonjee, whore 
there is, or was a Military Guard, and a Thannah are thought likely to 
give trouble. 

5. Avoiding any hasty measures which would be certain to cause 
panic I have confined myself to the despatch of picked Police Officers as 
Scouts on the different roads leading out of the Station, and to estab¬ 
lishing an extra D&k on the road to the threatened Thannah. 

6. I had this morning an interview with the Ex-Rojah of Jynteeah 
whom, while assuring him that no doubt whatever was entertained of his 
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persoiuil loyalty, I warned thatshonld any ont-break occur, he would in 
all probability be sent under arrest to Dacca or Calcutta, unless he could 
shew that he had exerted himself on behalf of Government, by giving 
information or otherwise. I did not communicate to him any detailed in¬ 
formation, but spoke generally of a Cossyah rising as a thing not impro¬ 
bable considering they had indulged in none last year. 

7. 1 here are no Troops here available for what would, I am con¬ 
vinced, be of much service, a demonstration towards Jynteeahpore; but 
reinforcements are expected, and I would deprecate, as an unnecessary ex¬ 
pense to Government, the despatch of toy Troops from Dacca, who could 
not arrive till after the matter had been decided one way or the other. 
You will be duly informed of any thing which may occur, of of any 
ulterior measure which may be taken. 


P, aS.— Since the above was written I have heard that considerable 
apprehension prevails at Jynteeahpore, and that the Bazar people are 
secreting their valuables, taking alarm at the sudden decrease of Cosi^ahs 
frequenting the Bazar. 


Telogratn from Commisfiioner of Dacca,—(dated the 24tli January 1862.) 

■* 

Joint Magistrate of Sylhet writes:—Jyntecah Darogah reports on 
morning of 20th, a hurkara arrived, Thannali Jowai, in Cossvah Hills 
jurisdiction,* with a letter from Police OflScer stationed there, stating that 
disturbances had commenced at Jowai, from which place to Cherra 
d&k road closed, and that, in taking letter from Jowai to Jyntceah, hehad 
been twice interrupted, and dfik taken from him. Jynteeah Darogah had 
heard tlmt some Cosayalks of Jowai, trading at Jynteeah, told shop-keep¬ 
ers in Bazar that disturbances, or as ho said, war had commenced. Shop¬ 
keepers at Jynteeah are alarmed, because Cossyahs had not frequented tlie 
Bazar, and wOTe hiding their property, and sending away their families. 
Joint Magistrate considers Station safe, but in event of descent of 
Cossyahs, fears damage to Bazars in Jynteeah District and Tea Plantationtu 
Shall I send Detachment of East Indian Begiment to Sylhet? Khajeh 
Abdool Duuny's Steamer could tow up thirty men in boots in &ur or 
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five days. Native Troops coitld tiien move into District. Shall I acoonr* 
pany Force to Sylhet? 


Telegram from Lieoteoant^Gorernor of Bengal, to the Commiosicmer of Dacca, 

(dated the 24th January JL862.) 

Youe message of to-day received. Ask for the Detachment you 
mention to proceed forthwith to Sylhet in Abdool Gnnny^a Steamer. 
‘ Fot the present you had better yourself stay at Dacca. 


From E. H, Iushington, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department,—(No. 188A., dated 
the 25^1 J annaiy 1862.) 


Sir, 


I AM directed to forward, for submission to His Excellency the 
Governor General in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter. 


Tole^m to Comraismoner of 
Dacra, dated 24>th .Taniiary 18B2. 

Tcl^ram from Conniiitudoncr of 
Dacca, ilatcd'2Itli January 1802. 

Toi^raiii to (.’oTiiniissionor of 
Dh«cii, dated 24th Jaiuiary 1802. 


No. 7, dated the 20th instant, from the Com- 
missoner of Dacca, as well as copies of 
the Telegrams noted on the mai^n, relative 
to a threatened de.scent of the Cossyahs 
into the Plains of Sylhet, and to request tho 


early issue of such orders to tho Military Authorities on tho Frontier 


as the occasion may seem to the (lovcmmcnt of India to require. 


From B. ABBBCBOafBiE, Esq,, Officiating Commissioner of the Dacca Division, to tho 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 10, dated the 24th Jacuaiy 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of tho 
Hon^blo tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
i*e^ January accompanying coot of a letter* just re¬ 

ceived from "the OflScilreing Joint Magistrate 
of Sylhet in charge of the Magistrate's OfiSco, reporting further upon 
the thr^tened descent of the Cossyahs on the Plains. ^ 

2. The purport of this letter has been already conveyed to you 
in my Telegram of this morning, in which I suggested that a Detach¬ 
ment of the East Indian Regiment should be at once dispatched to 
Sylhet for the protection of the Station. This will enable the O^cer to 
send the Native Troops into the District, and prevent, if possible^ the 
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plundering of the Jyntecah Bazars and Tea Plantations which Mr. Smith 
appears to dread. 

3. I piopose to send up the Detachment in boats towed by 
Khajeh Abdool Gunny's Steamer, which he has placed at my disposal 
for the purpose. It is only a small Vessel, but has sufficient power to 
tow four boats of about 250 maunds each, in which thirty men could be 
accommodated. She would reach Sylhet in four or five days, half the 
time that it would take boats to go that distance. These thirty men,* 
with the thiriy-five of the same Regiment already at Sylhet, would bo 
ample for the safety of the Station. * 

4. I also propose, should His Honor consider it advisable, to 
accompany the Force to Sylhet in order to be on the spot, an^d superin¬ 
tend the arrangements which it may be necessary to make for the pro¬ 
tection of the District and safety of the Station. 


From T. Bmith, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate, in charge, Sylhet, to the Com* 
missioiier of the Dacca Division,—(No. 43, dated the 2l8t January 1862.) 

Sib, 

In continuation of my letter No. 37 of the Gth ultimo, I liave 
the honor to report, for your information, that I have received, on the 
20th, after the dispatch of the Dacca Ddk, a Report from the Darogah 
of Thannah Jynteeah of that day's date to the following effect:— 

2. On the morning of that day a hurkam anivod from Thannah 
Jowai, in the Cossyah Hill's jurisdiction, bringing a letter from the 
Police Officer stationed there, and the dfik for Cherm Poonjee. Tliis 
man stated that disturbance or “ War," ns he expressed it, had com¬ 
menced at Jowai, and that the dflk road from thence to Cherro waa 
closed; that, in attempting to take letters from Jowai to Jjmteeah, ho 
had been twice interSpted, and the dfiik taken from him; and that he 
had at last only succeeded by passing through the jungle. 

3. A letter of the Jynteeah Darogah to the Officer at Sylhet, which, 
agreeabty to his desire, was shewn to me, contained some further infor¬ 
mation. The Darogah was informed that certain Cossyahs of Jowai, 
trading at Jynteeah, told Shop-keepers in the Bazar that disturbance had 
commenced, adding it is bad for ns and bad for you." The Darogah 
sent for them, but could not procure their attendance. The fact that 
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tlie Cossyahs had not, accowling to their wont, frequented the Bazar, 
held eveiy nine days at Jynteeah, had caused much alarm there, and the 
Shop-keepers were hiding their property and sending away their families. 

4. It was impossible' to organize a diik on the night when I re- 
cei«^ed the intelligence. No one here will go at night on account of the 
tigers, but I have made arrangements for keeping up rapid communica¬ 
tions with Jynteeah in future. It may possibly be necessary to employ 
some mounted Expref^s; but the necessity does not appear yet, and I 
will incur no charge trot is not absolutely necessary. The Darogah of 
■Jynteeah has been instnicted, if hecan possibly get hold of the Jowai 
men abovementioned, to send them in at once to me for examination. 

5. The^ affair may probably come to nothing; but still I trust you 
w'ill consider me justified in the steps I have taken and propose to take. 
I can at present do nothing, but endeavor to procure intelligence. A 
Company of Sepoys sent for from Cacliar are now overdue, and until 
tlleir arrival, it is impossible to act owing to the scanty Force which the 
%te reduction in the Ke^ment has left available at Sylhot. 

In any forward movement it would be necessary to occupy TJiannah 
Gowineghat and Moolagool, to prevent the Cossyahs getting into the 
rear of the principal Force at Jynteeah. 

6. I have communicated with some of the Planters here, and they 
have promised to supply mo with Coolies, if necessary, for the transport 
of supplies, &c. 

7. The Station kself, or at least the Treasury, Jail, Cutcherrios, 
and Magazine may be considered safe enough even in case of a descent 
of i or 3,000 men; but should such take place, 1 fear much damage will 
be done in the various Bazars of the Jynteeah District, and possibly to 
the Tea Plauiitious also. 

b. As I may possibly receive further infonnation in the course of 
the. day, and perhjaps be able to report" the arrir^tl of the Troops from 
Cachar, I shall not close this letter i;ill just as the dak is being made up. 


No. 232A. 

Copt forwarded to the Government of India, in the Home Depart¬ 
ment, in continuation of letter No. ' 206A., dated 27th instant. . 
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From B. Absbcboubib, Esq., OfBciaUng Oommissiooer of the Dacca Division, to the 

tSeeretary to the Government o? Bengal,—(No. 13, dated the 26th Janaary 1862.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, a letter, in original, received this 
morning from the Officiating Joint Magistrate of Sylhet, in charge ^of 
the Magistrate’s Office, on the subject of the threatened descent of the 
Cossyahe upon that District, an abstract of \diich has been ^already 
submitted in a Telegram this momipg. ^ 

2. His Honor will perceive that the want of Native Troops is much 
felt. Europeans would be almost useless, owing to the difficulty of pro¬ 
viding a Commissariat for them in the Hills and Jungles. have at 
present no Native Troops at my disposal, except the Left Wing of the 
Kamroops at Furreedporoj'and it would take at least throe days for them 
to reach Dacca before they could be dispatched to Sylhet, where they 
would arrive too late for the present crisis. ■ t 

8. It is, however, a matter worthy of future consideration whethe# 
the Native Force at Sylhet ought not to be strengthened to provide 
against similar emergencies. The Sylhet Light Infantry, or 44th Regi¬ 
ment, appear to bo detached in bodies at Cheira, Cachar, and other Out¬ 
posts, thus leaving only a small part}' at Sylhet for Guard duties. 

4. The Detachment of the East India Begimeut staled last evening. 

From T. Suith, Esq-, Officiating Joint Magistrate, in charge Sylhet, to the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Dacca Division,—(No. 49, dated tlie 23rd January 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge your letter No. 44 of the 20th. 

2, In my letter No. 43 of the 21st, I had the‘honor to inform you of 
certain reports from Thannah Jymteeah. These reports are now con¬ 
firmed. I was shown a letter addressed to the Officer Commanding the 
44th Native Infantry Detachment here, from which it appears tliat the 
Jemadar’s Guard at Jowai was attacked on the llTth by some 600 men, 
forty of whom are supposed to have muskets. Till an actual descent 
takes place I cannot hope for any further intelligence of what is passing 
in the Hills, except fix»m Cherra, as the Passes from Jynteeah to Amwye 
and elsewhere are closed. 

3. Th^ is a floating mmonr m the Bazar that the attacked party 
has been destroy^, but 1 am not much disposed to credit it. 
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' 4. I hare desired the Jjnteeah Darogah to prerent any snspidons 

persons from obtaining supplies of prov^ons at Jynteeah, and have 
absolutely interdicted thesale of Anns or combustibles in that 
District. 

5. "With reference to the 2nd paragraph of your letter, I still think 
that any Troops dispatched from Dacca would come too late for the pre¬ 
sent crisis. But generally there is an urgent w^t of Troops, not Euro- 

* peans, for whom it would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, 
to provide a Comtnissariat in the Hills and Jungles, but more 
Natives. * 

6. The reinforcement mentioned in my former letters has now come 
to hand, but the whole Force may be roughly stated os seventy present 
for duty, seventeen on Regimental, and twenty-five on Jail Guards, and 
fifteen miscellaneous. There are only some forty-five East Indians, of 
whom nine are always on the main Guard. 

^7. I have this day addressed a letter to the Officer Commanding the 
» Station, offering to relieve the Commissariat and Hospital Guards by 
extra Burkiindauzcs, but protesting a^inst the withdrawal of the Jail 
Guard* at present. No mischief the Hillmen can do would be compa¬ 
rable to that ensuing from the escape of over 400 Prisoners. 

8. I have also requested lum to infonn me whether, in his opinion, 

any men couJ||, with safety to the Station, be spared for a movement, on 
Jyntceali, which I think highly desirable. « 

9. Were reinforcements available at Cachar, and not at Dacca, 
I should certainly apply, as, in the event of the parties sent out to Jyn- 
teeah getting blockaded, there would be no reserve in tho* Station to 
relieve them, but in such an event all would be over before the Troops 
could comefeom Dacca. 

10. I have already communicated all I know to the Authorities at 
Cherra, as directed in the 3rd paragraph of your letter under reply. 

11. Tho Cossyah Coolies in the Plantations ore a source of much 
uneasiness to me from their proximity to the Station. I have, requested 
the Planters to let me know the slightest unusual circumstance which 
may occur. ^ 

' 12. The direction conveyed in your concluding paragraph will be duly 
attended to, and 1 shall keep my daily letters open rill just as the post ii 
olodng. 



9toin B, Abebcsomsis, Ebq.. Officiating Commiaaioner of the Dacca- Dhrbion, to the 

Secretary to the Guverninent ot%eDgal,—(No. 14, dated the 27th January 1862.) 

Sir, 

Ijff continuation of my letter of yesterday's date, No. 13, 

I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Hon'ble the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor of Bengal, copy of a letter* 

• Dated «4th January 1802. ^ received this moming from the Officiating 

Joint Magistrate of Sylhet, in charge of the Magistrate's Office, report- , 
iug that he has received no fresh intelligence relative to the disturbance 
in the Cossyali Hills. 

2. The purport of this letter has been already communicated to 
you in a message by Electric Telegraph. 

3. I hope to-morrow's post will bring intelligence of tho«>despatch 
of the small Force to Jyutceali and Gowinegh&t, which cannot fail to have 
a good effect in deterring the Cossyahs, should they really meditate a 
descent upon Iffie Plains. 


From T. Suite, Esq., Officiating Joint Magistrate, in charge of the Sylhet Magis¬ 
trate’s Office, to the Commissioner of tho Dacca Division,—(dated the 24tb 
Januaiy 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of iny previous letters relative to the distur¬ 
bance in the Cossyah Hills, I have the honor to infom4|rou that, since 
closing my letler of yesterday, 1 have received no fresh intelligence. 

2. The Darogah of Jynteeah, in a Report which arrived this moming 
replying to an order of mine, states that he has been unable to secure a 
certain Doloi who had given vague hints to some residents of Jynteeah, 
and whom 1 had directed to be sent to me for examination as to the 
extent and causes of tho disturbance. ^ 

8. I have not yet received the reply of the Officer Commanding to 
the letter sent to him yesterday, but I understand that, in his opinion, 
eighty men are disposable for an advance, if the Guards, 1 mentioned in 
my yesterday’s letter, are relieved as I proposed to do, 

4. Application has been made on the subject to tho Officer Com¬ 
manding 44th Native Infantry, and I hope in my next^eport to be able 
to give you full details of what has been determined on. Probably sixty 
men will be sent to Jynteeah and twenty to gumrd Gowinegh&t, on Sunday 
xnonung, Mbolagool being, for tho present, left to take care of itself. 
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6. I akould nmdi wish to go oat myself to Jynteeah, aad if the state 
of'business here admits of it, and I can mtfke arrangements for canying 
on the current work during an absence of four or five days, I may pro¬ 
bably do so. 

6. I should have wished for your instructions on this point, but 
I have not time formally to ask sanction for eveiything it may be necessary 
to do beforehand. * 

■ 7. Should I receive any further intelligence in the course of the- day 

I will put it in a Postscript. 


From B. Abbbcboubib, Esq., Officiating Commusioner of the Dacca Division, to the 

Secretory to the Govemmont of Bengal,—(No. 16, dated the 28th JoBuary 1862.) 

SlB, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of the Hon'ble 
the Licutonant-Govemor of Bengal, copy of a letter just received from 
the Officiating Joint Magistrate in cliarge of the Magistrate's Office at 
Sylhet, relative to the threatened descent of the Cossyahs, the purport of 
which has been already communicated to you in a Telegram. 

2. There are no Native Troops available nearcr than Furreedpore. 
However a party of 150 Kamroops could march acro.ss in throe days, and 
1 would take care that boats were ready for them l^pre, so that no delay 
should occur #i pushing them on, should His Honor determine to send 
up a Detachment. Another Detachment of the East India Begiment 
might be sent up to Cherra to relieve the Sylhet Native Infantry, who 
would be thus available for duty in the interior. The only drawback to 
this arrangement is the great difficulty that exists of procuring rations 
for European Troops in the Hills, everything having, as I am infottned, 
to be brought up from the Plains. • 

3. It appears to me that the Authorities at Gowhatty might easily 

afford assistance % dispatching a party to Cherra across the Hills, a dis¬ 
tance of about sixty or seventy miles, and 1 am in hopes that the Com¬ 
missioner of Assfm has adopted some measure of that sort. ^ 

4. If the reports about the Kookies being inchued to rise on the 
other Frontier o^ Sylhet prove true, it will be necessary to dispatch a 
much larger Native Force. 

, 5. An Extract from the Joint Magistrate’s letter has been forwarded 
to the Magistrate of Tipperah. » 
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A 

Vtom T. Smith, Esq., Offieiatiog Joint Illustrate, in ebarge of the Sylhet Magistrate's 
Office, to the CommissioDer of the Dacca Division,—(No. 62, dated the 25th 
January 1862.) 

Sib, • 

I HAVi tlie honor to report to yon that last night I received a 

letter from the Principal Assistant Commissioner at Cherra, informing 

me that Colonel Richardson and Major Rowlatt had marched with a 

Force against Jowai. "Ae insurrection, it was stated, had, as yet, 

extended to but a few villages, and was not expected to spread unless in 

case of a reverse being suffered by oyr Troops. 

2. Two hundred Cossyahs were said to have gone towards Jynteeah- 
pore with the intention of making a raid into Sylhet, and are reported 
to have reached a place, Thoobsung. No one here is awq^e of the 
existence of any place with a name at all resembling this except a spot 
about half way from Sylhet to Jynteeahpore, which can hardly be meant. 

3. Having then received information that operations had been com¬ 
menced from the other side, so that the whole Force of Rebels could 
not fall upon us, a party of eighty'men, under Command of Lieutenant 
Udny, have this morning startedffor Jynteeahpore. The Station has, 
it is true, only some thirty Sepoys (including the Jail Guard) and forty- 
five East Indians left; but it is almost certain that Sylhet can be, under 
present circumstances, defended better at Jynteeah than in the Station. 

4. I have> found it necessary to engage ten extra Bflrkundauzes, at 
Rupees 6 per mensem, in order to secure men having some knowltdge of 
fire-arms, with which a few of them have been supplied. They have 
taken over the Hospital and Commissariat Guards. 

6. It was impossible to wait for your sanction to this step, but I trust 
it will meet with your approval. 

6. Although 1 am far from pledging myself to the truth of the report, 
1 think it right to mention here that those Bengalese who trade -with 
the Cossyahs unanimously attribute the rising to the system of taxing 
the Hill-people, and the weight of the taxes is felt the more as being a * 
mon^y assessment in a country where trade is, to a giieat extent, con¬ 
ducted by barter. 

• 7. I have this morning received two Reports, whioh I regard as of 
the greatest impoi’tance. The first, from the Darogah of Noakhally, 
states that, on the 22nd January, certain persons returning firom the 
Hills of Tipperah were set upon by some 100 or 125 Lengta Eookies, 
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and two of them wounded^ one hj a bullet. The Darogah had atarted 
to find out whether the outrage had occurred in his jurisdiction or jhade- 
pendent Tipperah, but appeared to think in the latter. 

8. The second Bepirt is from Bajnugger. ^he Darogah states that, 
on the S2nd January^ a large number .of Kookiea came into the Sjlhet 
jurisdiction, plundered much property, and set fire to tlie houses of 
certain Tipperahs, there resident, besides murdering (as was suspected) 
‘one or two people. The Darogah proceeded to investigate the cmo. 
,iNow, should these Boports bo confirmed, it will be necessary at once to 
re-call half of the par^ sent to Jynteeali, and even then the Station will 
be hardly strong enough. The Kookics have before now defeated parties 
of our Troops, and the Distnet thus hemmed in on both sides would be 
in much clanger. I have directed a Boobokaroe to be addressed to the 
Magistrate of Tipporali, informing him of these Bepoiis. 

9. Should the Kookics rise, a considerable Force will be required of 
Natives, not Europeans, who would be absolutely useless in that part of 
country. -ITie Froitier tlicrc, morcov|r,‘ is not as well defined or as 
easily guarded as that of Jyntcoah, the only protection being the small 
Guard of some thirty or forty men at Chargoolah. 

10. It may be nothing but a countercharge of the Zemindars against 
the Bajah of I’ippcrah ; but no disturbance on tliis Frontier can afford to 
be overlooked, and probably tho surrounding tribes aresd dangerously 
aware o&our weakness since the reduction of the Local Begiment. 

11. Should any further intepigenco roach me during the day it will 
be duly communicated to you. 


P. 8 .—have since seen a letter from Chorra, stating that the Tlioob- 
snng already alluded to is actually the place between Jyuteeah and Sylhet, 
where a skirmish took place in 18G0. Lieutenant Udny has been duly 
informed of this, and that the Cossyahs Ure said to lie in ambush for him 
there. It is quite certain that the stockade at Jowai had been blockaded 
for some days. Two of my Policemen reported that they heard a doop- 
ping fire in the Hills above GowineghM on the 21st or 2^nd, but this, 
I fancy, is an exaggeration of .chance shots of Shikories. 

If any Native Troops are available at Dacca, I think it would be desir¬ 
able to send them with all possible speed, say two frill Companies, up 
the Xusiarah to Htibeegunge, and ultimately to Bahadoorpore Bazar or 
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P!heiiclioogaiige. They could then, if necessaiy, be sent to protect the 
Southern Thannahs against the Kookies, and, if not required there, 
would march overland to Sylhet^and be held available for an Expedition 
into the Cossyah HiUs thoroughly to punish thosf troublesome people. 


From E. H. Lubhinqton, Ebq., Secretary to ihe Government of Bengal, to the 
Officiating Commiasioner of the Dacca Division,—-(No. 261A., dated the 3rd 
February 1862.) 

Sib, 4 

I AM directed td" acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 13, 

dated the 26th ultimo, and its enclosure, and in reply to inform you that 

application has been made to the Government of India, with a view to 

the issue of such orders to the Military Authorities on the Frontier as 

may be deemed necessary for the occasion. 

2. The Lieutcuant-Govemor regrets the necessity of detaching half 
the Loft Wing of the Kararoop Regiment to Sylhet and the Cossyah 
Hills, as the Dacca Division will thereby become ^almost denuded of 
Troops. But the requirements of Sylhet are urgent. Ho has therefore 
proposed to the Military Department the detaclunent of 150 men from 
iFurreedpore to Dacca, where you will provide Boats for their immediate 
transport to Sylhet. 


From £. 11. LuBUiiraTON, Esq., Secretary to. the Goverament of Beu^, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, in the Military Department,—(No. 261A., 
dated the 3rd February 1862.) 

Sir, " 

In continuation of OflSciating Junior Secretary Mr. BelPs 


Letter from Offidating 
noner of naoca, No. 10, dated foe 
84th ultimo, with onulueure. 

Letter from OfficiatiuK Commis- 
aionor l>a(;ca, No. 13, dated the 
2eth ultimo, with enclomue. 

■ Letter from Otfidathig Commie* 
moner of Dacca, No. 14, dated the 
27th ultimo, with encloaure. 

Letter from Offidating ('ommie* 
•ioner of Dacca, No. 16, dated the 
SSth ultimo, with encloeure. 

Letter to Offidatiitg Jommie* 
eioner of Dacca, No. 261A., dated 
the Srd inatibt 


communication No. 207A., dated the 27th 
ultimo, I am directed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor to forward, herewith, the further 
correspondence, noted on the margin, relative 
to the disturbances in the Cherra and Sylhet 
Districts, and to request that yon will be so 
good as to move His Excellency the Gover¬ 
nor General in Council to issue such orders 
to the Military, Authorities on the Eastern 


Fronti^ as may be deemed necessary for the occasioh. 
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2. The Lieuteiiant*Gbvenior regrets the necessity of detaching half 
the Left Wing of the Kamroop Begiment to Sylhet ind the Gossyah 
Hills, as the Dacca Division will thtfbeby become almost denuded of 
Troops. But, as the requirements of Sylhet are urgeilt, ho proposes the 
detachment of 150 men from Purreedpore to Dacca, where they would 
be provided with Boats for immediate transport to Sylhet. 

3. With reference to the letter from the Officiating Commissioner of 
' Dacca of tho 28th ultimo, and its enclosure, from the Officiating Joint 
" Magistrate in charge of the Sylhet Magistracy,^ the Lieutenant-Governor 

observes that there seems too mucH probability of the truth of the con¬ 
jecture expressed in the penultimate paragraph of the latter communica¬ 
tion. 


From LiBUTEKAKT-CopoNXL H. W. Nobhak, S.ecretary to the Ooremmont of India, 
Military Department, to the Secretary Co the Qoverament of Bengal,—(No. 64, 
dated the let February 1862.) 

SlE, 

With reference to your letters Nos. 180A. and 207A. of the 
Ixjtter from BriRwlier-Oonorai 25th and 27th ultimo, I am directed to 
u^''A™#NJfT 7 ?'S’’ 29 th copies of the correspondence noted 

January 1862 , with endosuras. jji (jh© margin, and to acquaint you, for the 

information of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that 
Brigadier-General Showers has been directed to despatch a Whig of the 
28th Native Infantry Regiment to Dacca and Sylhet at once, and that 
the remainder of the Corps will follow. ^ 

The Lieutenant-Governor will observe that meanwhile the Troops near 
the spot appear to have been judiciously placed. 

I tun desired to add that, with reference to the letter from Officiating 
Secretaiy, Lieutenant-Colonel Atkinson, to your address. No. 780A. of 
the 28th December 1860, it is desirable that in any aj^plication which 
the Government of Bengal may have to make for Military aid the Gene¬ 
ral of the Division should be addressed directly by that Government, 
the Governor General in Council being at the same time inf^med of 
the application. 


ITttarr*'*’-? 




Library 
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From Bsioadibb-Gskxbai. St. G. D. Showbbs, Commaodiog tha Preaidency Divi* 
aion, to the A^atant*Oeaanl of the Army,—(No. 37, dated tba 29th Janaaiy 
1862.) 

SlB, 

I HAVB the honor to forvrard, for submission to His Excellency * 

1. Report from Lientenant-Colo- the Commandor-in-Chief, correspondence, 

noted ia the margin, rektive to disturbances 
that have kken pkoe in the Oossyah Hilk 
"aLLrt™,H»D.p«.jA»u. “0“ Sylt^et. 

tot A^manWicne^, Presidency niominff the Eepoit from Lieutenant 

Division, to Officer Commanding at or 

Cberra Pooiyee, Lance, Commanding the East India Bel¬ 

mont, arrived, reporting the reinforcomenta he had sent at thej’equisition 
of the Commissioner of the District. 

2. I have already stated my opinion in the various Reports that I 
made on Assam of tho Military character of the Hill Tribes in this Pro¬ 
vince, and it is probable that an advanced position resolutely held will 
prevent thorn from descending into the Plains. ^ 

3. If tho rebels do not disperse, I consider that the strength of the 
Regiment unijor Lieuton|.nt-Colonol Richardson will enable him to con- 

*contrate a sufficient force to attack thenr and drive them back into 
the Hills. 


From LiBUTKNANT-CoioirEL W. RicnAHUHOir, Commanding 41th Regiment, 
Assam Light Infantry, to the Deputy Assistant-General, Presidency Division,— 
(No %, dated Cherra Pooiijee, the 2l8t January 1862) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier- 
General Commanding the Division, fliat late last night I received a letter 
from the Native Officer Commanding our Stockade at Jowai, that on tho 
17th his Guard was fired on by the Cossyahs of the Jynteeah Districii and 
that on the ISth they had assembled on the neighlpurin^ Hills to the 
number of 600^ men, armed in their way with muskets, that they had 
prevented the countiy people from holding their usual weekly market, 
and that tho Gb.rrison were short of food. 

I thif morning sent off thirty cooly loads of provisionB escorted by a 
Jemadar and twenty-four muskets, with orders to halt in case the e])emy 
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appeared in stren^tli, and a aimiliu* party will leave to-morrow with more 
supplies, which latter party I intend to fiocompany together with Mr. 
Shadwell, Political Officer in charge o£ these Hills. 

This Native Officer's-letter was the first intimation we received of this 
outbreak, and I have lost no time in directing the Officer Commanding 
Detachment of this Regiment at Sylhet to hold all his men in readiness 
to proceed to Jynteeahpore at the call of the Magistrate to prevent the 
’ Hill Tribes descending into the Plains in that direction. This will leave 
Sylhet under the protection of a Company of the East Indian Regiment. 
Lieutenant Udny, Commanding Detachment 44th Native In&ntiy at 
Sylhet, will have for the above duty 118 Sepoys; I shall have 100 at 
Jowai; 135 will remain at Cherca Poonjee, and 242 at Cachar, while 
about 100 are stiU on our Rolls in excess of our new Establishment owing 
to our having twenty sick and eighty on guards, which it was perhaps 
intended should be taken by Police, but as yet no Police have been em¬ 
ployed for that purpose. I have not yet been able to reduce the Regi¬ 
ment to its proper strength, which, on a review of ^1 the ab(we circum¬ 
stances, and taking into consideration that the Superintendent of 
Cachar anticipates difficulties there on account of the witMrawal of the 
Political Agent from Munipoor, I trust the Brigadier-General will con¬ 
sider that 1 have hitherto been unable to accomplish with any degree of 
prudence. 

From Likdtbsakt M. H. J. L^ikce, Commauding East Indian Rogiment, to Cattaik 
J. Hcdson, Deputy Assistant Acyatant-Gooeral, Presidency Division,—(No. 674, 
dated Dacca, the 26th January 1862.) , 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Briga¬ 
dier-General Commanding the Division, tha^ at the request of the 
Commissioner of the District, with‘ concurrence of Government, I 
j yesterday despatched a reinforcement of the 

31 P’l Indian Regiment to Sylhet, strength as per 

margin, in consequence of apprehended distur¬ 
bances near that Station. 

It is further reported that an attack on the Hill Station of Cherra 
Poonjee the savage Tribes was anticipated. * 

The whole District of Jynteeah is in an uneaey state, though hitnerto 
nothing has actually occurred. 


8 



( 18 ) 


From Captain J. Hudson* Deputy Assietaat A^atant«Genenl* President Dinsion, 
to the Officer Commanding at Cherra Fooojee*—(No. 33* dated the 28th 
Januaiy 1862.) 

Sir* 

I AU directed by the Brigadier-General to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter No. 7* dated 21st instant, reporting the col¬ 
lection of a party of about GUO men on the Cossyah Hills who prevented 
the uauol weeklv market from being hold. 

You report al- o that, iii consequence of a portion of Guards taken 
i>y ihe ilegiment under your Command not having been relieved, you had 
not complied with the orders of Government to reduce these Regiments 
to the strength laid down. 

In reply the Brigadier-General desires me to observe thafc a Force 
of 100 Bayonets at Jowai should be ample to keep in check the 600 
men that are reported to liave collected together; so long as that Force 
maintains a threatening position at Jowai, the Brigadier-General does not 
anticipate that the IIUI Tribes will attempt to descend to tlio Plains; but to 
be prepared for contlligeucies you might advance a portion of the Force 
from Cachar in support of tho Detachment at Jowai, and, if necessary, a 
second Dotaclftient from Cherra I’oonjeo to Jyntoeah. 

In the meantime tho Civil Officer in tho District,^ supported by the 
Detachment at Jowai, may probably bo able to persuade the hillmen to 
disperse, in which case, after such time as, in communication with the 
Civil Officer, you may consider nooessary, the Detachment may be with¬ 
drawn. 

howpver, the men refuse to disperse, you must continue to main¬ 
tain your advanced positions and act as circumstances require with the 
concuirence of the Civil Officer with tlie Force. 


From Lievtenant-ColonsIi H. W. Nobuan, Secretary to the Government of India* 
Military Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal*—(No. 81* 
dated the 3td February 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 54 of the 1st instant, 
reporting that a Wing, 28th Regiment Native Infantry, had been order¬ 
ed to Sylhet and Dacca, I am directed to inform you, for communication 
to His Honor the lieutenaat^Goveruor of Bengal, that the other Wing 
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of the same Begimeiitj cow at Berhampore^ has beffli ordered to follow 
in the same direction without awaiting its relief by a portion of the 21st 
Native Infantry, now on this side of Benares. 

2. A Company o& the Wing at Berhampore will remain thero for 
the duties of the Station, but the number of effective men in the two 
Wings proceeding to Sylhet wiU, it is believed, be not less than five 
hundred. 


Extract of a letter from LiEUTKNANT-'Coi.oNaL H. W. Nobman, Secretary to the 
Government of India, Military Department, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No. 269, dated the lOth Feoruary 1862.) 

Wi’m reference to the opinion expressed (in your Despatch, dated 
the 23rd ultimo,) that five llcgiracnts, GOO strong, arc absolutely neces¬ 
sary for the proper duties of Assam, Syllict, Caehar, and the Hills 
between tlio Assam and Sylhet Valleys, I am to state that one Regi¬ 
ment is already proceeding towards Sylhet, as intimated in my letter 
No. 81 of the 3rd instant, and that a second Regiment will shortly 
follow. 


Memorandum from Majob II. K. Bcrxe, Ansislant Secretary to the Goverinnent of 
India, Millitary Department,—(No. 198, dated tlie 7th February 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of the HouM)le the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Libctenant-Colonsi, W. Richaedsor, Commanding 44th Sylhet Light 
Infantry, to the Deputy Adjutant>General of the Presideucy Diviaion,—*l(No. 9, 
dated Jowai Stockade, the 26th January 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my ^o. 7 of the 2nd instant, I have the 
honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier-General Command¬ 
ing the Division, that I arrived here yesterday evening with my De¬ 
tachment of one Jemadar and forty-four nrfuskets, having halted one 
day on the road for my second Detachment as mentioned in my former 
.letter, I haring, by a circuitous route, avoided the expected opposition 
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wliicli, with onr setenty Codej loads of proviaotu, might have proved 
disastrous. 

1 found the Stockade with its Garrison of sixt^ men in good order 
tinder its vei^ excellent Commandant^ a Jemadar wf the Begiment^ hut 
straitened for food and worn out with constant watchfulness to frustrate 
the various attempts of the Rebels to fire the place. 

In conjunction with Major Eowlattj Deputy Commissioner, I this 
morning moved out at 9i a. m. with sixty-five muskets and a Jemadar 
to attack the stockaded village of JaUong which we reached in two 
hours, and immediately commenced the ascent of the Hills on which it 
is situated, about 1,000 feet high; the first stockade was encountered 
half way up, and here we had the only serious resistance offere(|, consist¬ 
ing of a brisk fire of nrasketry which disabled some of our men, but the 
remainder keeping up a good fire, we were enabled to cut down the 
gate and enter the place; when the opposition generally ceased, and we 
succeeded in driving out the Rebels and firing the village, we got safely 
back to this about 4^ p. m. 

Our loss four Sepoys rather badly wounded by musketry, one 
coolcy more sightly wounded. One of Major Rowlatt^s Police Sepoys 
(of which six were out) was badly woimded with an arrow, as also more 
slightly were two or three Sepoys and Coolies, and many of the party 
were bruised by stones rolled down the Hill. 

The loss of the enemy cannot be ascertained; for as soon as the Gate 
was forced we hurried into the second line of Stockade and did not 
return the same way. Only one dead body lay in my path, the Sepoys 
only saw three, but the Jungle was dense on both sides of the path and 
the fallen could not be seen, but wc could see that wounded or dead 
men had been carried over by the rear of the Stockade, a new and 
strongly built one. 

I have much pleasure in reporting that the conduct of aU the men 
engaged was most excellent. 

There are other villages, I believe,i|jto be visited, but JaUong being the 
strongest and bearing the worst diaracter was the first attacked, and 1 
trust our success here wUl have the effect of deterring the others firom 
resistance. * ' 

I will not fril to keep you acquainted with our future pro¬ 
ceedings. 
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McnninDdQm £rQit^XxBCTB5arT‘(^io^ H. W. NoBXiir, Seerebtfy to Iho Gourwm* 
ment of Iadia» MiUtaiy J)epartmea^—(No. 421, dated the 13th Febmarj 1832.) 

Foewarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal &r the 
informatbn of the Hon'lile the Lientanant-Govemor. 


Memotandum from BBioADtsE-GsKERAt St. G. D. Shovebb, Commanding Freai* 
den(^ Division, to the Officiating A^jutant^General of the Army,—(No. 883, 
dated the lOth February 1862. 

Letter No. 10, dated 29th • Januaiy, from Lientenant-Colond 
Bichardson, reporting operations against the stockaded village of 
“ Latoobur,” forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in*Chief for his favorable consideration. 

From the Report now forwarded by Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson 
wo may conclude that the Rebels will not return to their allegiance 
without coercion. 

Tliat Report also developes the mode of warfare the Rebels will 
pursue. 

They will never oppose our Troops except from a distance and 
under the shelter of walls and thick jangle, but they will hover about 
our Columns and cut off our stragglers and intercept our communi¬ 
cations 

To reduce tlie country to order it will%e necessary to visit with our 
Troops the principal villages and markets throughout these Hills. 

In doing this our Column will have to move to a distance from the 
Head-Quarter's Station of the District, and as it will be essential to 
presen'e the communication between the Column and the Station, small 
Detachments must be posted along the whole line of road of communi¬ 
cation to afford protection to the D&k runners. 

Such posts would serve fiirther to prptect the rear of the Columns 
and the baggage and supplies belonging to them. * 

They should not be more than fifteen miles from one another, and of 
sufficient strength to be able to si^d out Detachments to attack the 
Rebels, whenever they arc collected together, within three or four hours 
march of the post. 

The Regiment which is now at Sylhet, and the 28th Native Infantry 
which is proceeding to reinforce it, will not be suffidmii to supply the 
stlrength of the Column of these various Detachments, and at the same 
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time to fumish the Force that it will be adrisable to keep at Cherra 
Poonjee, Sylhet, and Cachar. An additional Wing will be required for 
the purpose. 

Such a system of operations will ensure the effectual reduction of the 
people without much bloodshed, but I do not think it will prevent them 
breaking out again on any future occasion.. This will only be effected 
by such severity as will make the people dread another visit from our 
Military Columns. 

If this system be pursued a smaller Force will be required to settle 
the present rising. 

With respect to the proceedings of the Rebels between Sylhet and 
Independent Tipperah, I have heard nothing further since the^murder of 
the men against whom the Tipperah Rajah had complained some short 
time ago; but, as disturbances have taken place, it is necessary that a 
sufiScient Force should be kept at Sylhet and Cachar to act against an 
inroad of the IVibcs from tlie south. The Force at Sylhet I consider 
too small; it should be reinforced, so as to have 100 men to march out 
on any cmergeney. 

The Detachment at Cachar need not be increased as it is large enough 
to repel any attack that could be made in that quarter, but it should not 
be reduced. 

• ______ 

From LiBtJTBNANT'CoLOVEL W. RiraABDsos, Commanding 44th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to the Assistant Adjatant-Oeneral, Presidency Division,—No. 10, dated 
Jowai Stockade, the 29th January 1802. 

Sifi, 

In continuation of my No. 9 of the 26th January, I have the honor 
to report that, on the 27th January 1862, in company with Major Row- 
latt. Deputy Commissioner, taking with us a party of one Jemadar and 
sixty-five muskeft, we proceeded beyond Jalong to another stockaded 
village named . "Latoobur,” which we reached in two and a half hours. 
We found this stockaded in front and defended in the rear and sides 
by a deep and jungly ravine; oiu* advance was slightly impeded by 
pit-falls filled with spikes, into one of which, I am sorry to say, our 
guide fell and was very dangerously wounded. After reconnoitering 
the place, I established the leading Section in a good position to cover 
our advance, and then with two Sections in skinnishing order, we soon 
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tracked the high baak on which the Stockade was built up; this was 
climbed under showers of stones Iradly aimed, as the enemy were afraid 
to shew themselves on account of the fire of No. I Section on their 
left, and, after a little woVk, we got into the Stockade without loss. 

As usual the enemy escaped without punishment. 1 only found 
one killed inside the stockade, but the jun^^e being close our flanking 

fire must have caused (loss*), which could not 

* A word ii omitted in original , i i 

be discovered. Our own loss was, the guide 
severely wounded and twenty-five Sepoys, more or less badly cut about 
the feet and legs with bamboo spikes hid in the grass, called '' Panjeas.” 

There were two viUagos, one large and one small, the smaller, being 
the only one stockaded, was the only one burnt, it being Major BowlatPs 
policy to discourage, in this manner, the fortifying of the villages. The 
active opposdtion on this occasion consisted of about a dozen musket shots 
fired at us too soon to do us any damage, and then stones were thrown over 
on our advance, but, as above stated, without effect; nor for the same 
reason did the enemy dai’e to expose themselves by using bows and 
arrows. We returned to the Stockade at 5 p. m. 

28th January 1862.—Detached a Jemadar and fifteen men towards 
Cherro, eight miles j they found an ambuscade lying in ivait for the 
but the Eebels escaped before our men got within shot; the dILk was 
brought safely in. ‘ With Major llowlatt I proceeded at 10 A. m. with 
forty-five muskets to hunt up the Eebels in the surrounding villages, 
but wo were unsuccessful, only finding one family in the jimgle, who wore 
brought in. Got bacTc at 5 p. m. 

Heard this afternoon that one or two villages at the distance of 
fifteen miles have been stockaded; this being too far for one day^s ex¬ 
pedition, I am constrained to wait for reinforcements from Cherra 
Pooujee, having, before I left, ordered a Company up there from Cachar. 

.The Brigadier-General will perceive fhat out of our small Force of 100 
men we have thirty incapable of marchingi one being ill with fever, and that 
it would hardly be safe to leave this stockade for any time with such a small 
Guard as I could place hcre,while proceeding on an e3q)edition which would 
occupy two or three days, while from the paucity of men at Chetra I 
fear I must await reinforcements firom Cachar, whidi is itself not in a 
safe position. 1 formerly wrote for Mountain Train guns, and an answer 
returned saying an arrangement would be made, but norm have been 
supplied; they would be most useful. Altc^ther the Troops here have 
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^ ^ - e 

llMftiloo bhioIl reduced, aQd .I c(niBi^ &eJlegi]Mt, as itetood'krt 
f4ir^ j&e dieapei^ and bsest I'oroe wlikh ocoldbe ntsed for t3iia 
'^p Aheaf Ibraless exteBsive distarbaaioe, had 500 or 600 «nen at oixr 
immeduite d^poeal, whereby c^]^o8iiioii was at once pat down. At present 
to crerawe slope) 15^000 men capable of bearing 

•fh)S)*!aad^exeiy oimagaipj^ ns, I can With difficulty, if at all, collect 200 

I; will not fiultp Ice^ the Brigadier-General acquainted with our 

pMe^gs* 


'llMBQraadam^ BBteinias*GxNBBA£ Sr. Q. D. Showxbs, Cemmaading Fnu* 
dsoqf Diri«{H»,^dat«d ilia 18tb Febroary 1862.) * 

‘ ' MtwakOBD to the Secsetazy . to toe OoTeniment of Bengal for 
.ipltotoatom. 

Ipie, steady and snccessM progress of Lientenant-Ccdonel Bichardson 
M Vriy saliafactory. The losses onr Troops hare suffered is to be re¬ 
gretted } bnttoe warfere beiog carried on in a country covered with dense 
jungle, whito enables toe Eebeis to attack our men without being them¬ 
selves seen, some loss must be expected. 

Ihe arrangeaaents made by Colond Bichaidsoh to discover the cattle 
and ][»x>perty Of the Bebek, and to proteet'toe vSiages frienffiy aid loyd 
to toe British Oove^mtoent, appear jndieioas,, 


I<(sirTBSANr»ClotoaSi> W. BicsAabsos, Oomntssdrsg 4ith7!Tativa lefeniry/to 
' ^^iha Officktii^ Beputy A«istsQt Adjalant-Oeoend; Pkudanqy BiTittpn,--tBo. 12, 
4skd Jtfangba, a few .miletf norUi of Jowsi> the 8^ Febroaiy 1862.) 

^ In continuation of my Noi IO-(^ ISto Janueiy,^ I have toe 
hxmbr to report; for the in^rmation .toe , firigadierdk^ Com- 

w^g^ to g toe Ptesulency- Divirion, toet on toe 20to,. l|0to^had Slto 
d'antoury we halted at ^owai.:r 

. ' On toe 1st February X acoompanied Bowkit,^!D^ntyXkipomis* 

. eii^er, wito Hsrty nniakets to complete tim destriabtomed toe riHs^^dT 
.d^aBoi^, itouh.wtonairrii^ witomd. o^orilioD, topn^ the StotoMto 
was too starang/ to Jia destroyed; eae^ h«re: told toere toie tor 
J^^aiaiud iiton were seen Itot esc^ 
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%nd February .—Halted at Juwai. 

Srd February .—Lieutenant Udny with one Jemadar, one Subadar, 
and forty-two muskets arrived to-day from Sylhet via Jyntceahpore 
and Amwai; they met with no opposition, but saw some of the enemy. 

February .—Halted at Jowai; in the evening a party of tlie Re- 

t^iinent, consisting of one Subadar, one Jemadar, three Ilavildara, five 
Kaicks, and fifty-four Sc^wys, arrived. 

5th February .—Left Jowai at lOA a. m. with 150 muskets, leaving 
fifty there under a Subadar, reached at 2 p. m. the hill opposite the 
stockaded \'illage of Shampong j a river deep running between us; our 
bank (the western) commanded some of the stockades opposite, and 
immediately extending two sections, leaving two as a rear Guaixl with 
onr baggage, I took two as a storming party and stdvanciug at a run we 
crossed tlic river and climbed tlie opposite hill as fast as its stccinicss 
would let us, taking the three stockades which commanded the river 
and the tw'o paths up Avitli slight loss. The lower stockade, after the 
stonning party had passed it, was entered by three Sepoys w ho were 
opposed by a party of the enemy whom they bayonetted, receiving some 
pretty severe sword-cuts in return, three others were slightly w'oundcd 
in the ascent; my party eontinued on, and after silencing opposition 
burnt the village. Wc learn there wti’o but lOO men opjwscd to us but 
they had several muskets; and a large reinforcement arrived at the 
moment after wc ha<l got to the vilhigc, w'lio how'cvcr retreated seeing 
they could do nothing, and took the road to Muiisow. The enemy were 
rather active here in opposing us with muskets, arr<ws, and. stones, but 
the steepness of the hill was our chief obstacle ; wc counted eleven 
dead bodies of the enemy, among them one Chief “ (lisrcc Dol ley; 
returned to wc.st bank of river before sunset, and put up iji a small 
deserted village, where we passed the night quietly. 

6fh February .—Left Camp at lOL and by a circuitous road to avoid 
aw'amps reached at 3 p. m. a deserted village about two miles .short of 
the stockaded village of Munsow; here wc left rear Guards and bag¬ 
gage and adv.'mced with 100 muskets j we soon came to an earthen ram¬ 
part across the rbad which the enemy ran from into the jungle which 
was thick and close up to both sides of the ridge along which the road 
ran; while climbing over this rampart we were fired on and one Sepoy 

4 
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was dangerously wounded by a musket-shot in the side ; one mile fur¬ 
ther on we came to two strong stockades across the road and extending 
far down into the dense jungle on both sides; we extended some men, 
and advancing rapidly got under the bank on which the stockade was 
built without loss; though several muskets and many arrows were fired 
at us, we cut through the stockade; I went on to the village which we 
partially burnt, but it being now late were obliged to return to camp^ 
which we reached after sun-set. 

7}d Fehmary. —Proceed at IO 4 to finish the destruction of th e 
village of Munsow; first levelling with our coolies the earthen rampart 
we then reached the stockade which had been re-placed in the night 
and which was now defended in a vigorous manner by mpsketry and 
arrows, where, I regret to say, we had one Naick killed, one Jemadar 
severely, and one Sepoy dangerously, and five slightly wounded by 
musketry; we soon, however, got over the stockade and our Sepoys and 
coolies Slitting to work pulled down the portion extending across the 
road and bunit the materials; we then levelled the mud embankment 
and proceeding on, burnt as much of the village as we could find, being, 
however, fired on every now and then harmlessly by the enemy enscons- 
ed in the thick jungle, who w’cre invisible to us, and w'c only know of 
two of them being killed. 

The village of Munsow is very large, built on many separate hills 
all divided one from another by dense tracts of jungle, and it is al¬ 
together a very strong position. 

Sth FrWnary. —Halt and send off the wounded to Jow'ai, about three 
hours^ distimcc, directing the (Jarrison there to send us out a like 
number of sound men with ammunition and supplies. 

9fli Fehrimry. —Write to Clicrra for reinforcements and supplies in 
hopes, by sending out detached parties, of being able to discover the 
cattle and property of the Rebels which had all been removed from the 
village ; marched at 10^ a. m., about three and half miles to a small 
cultivating village near Mungba, west from Munsow, for the purpose of 
protecting the villages wliich appear friendly to us, and of reconnoiter- 
ing the country round Munsow, and waiting for reinforcements from 
Cherra—-our party fix)m Jowai arrived this evening. *' 

I had the honor to receive this evening your communication No. 33 
of the 28th ultimo, and it shall have my best attention. 
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I have requested the Officer Commanding at Sylhet to send up a 
Company of the East Indian Regiment to Cherra to enable Lieutenant 
Buist to join me with as many men as he can collect. 

I fear this outbreak will leave Cachar very destitute of men, but that 
post shall be reinforced at -the very eai’liest opportunity. 

Major Rowlatt has requested that a Company of the 43rd Native 
Infantry from Gowhatty may be sent in this direction. 


Meinoranduia from BRiGADiEa-GsxRBAi. St. G. D. Showers, Cumtnandiug Presi* 
deucy Division,—(dated the i 1th February 1802.) 

Forwardbd to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of Government. 


From LiKiTKNANT-Cor.oNui. W. llu'iiAunsoH, Commanding 44th Native Infantry, 
to tho Assistant Adjiitiint (Seileral, Presidency Division,—(No. 13, dated Mungba, 
the llth February 1SG2.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter of the 9th instant, I have tlie 
hoiKjr to report that yesterday, ■with a small party, I reconnoitred the 
rfjad leading to Munsow as far as the village of Takanyang, two and a 
half hours from this, and within sight of Munsow. The approaches are 
perhaps a little better from this side than from the other, and there 
would be no difficulty, I imagine, in again entering that village, but the 
tactics of the enemy are such as hitherto to baffle our attempts to punish 
them, and we have no object in again entering or occupying this village, 
which is far in the jungle, and where we could not keep open our com¬ 
munication without a considerable Force. Tlicy have removed all their 
property, and w'e have only burnt their empty houses. We can get but 
little information from the surrounding villagers, who stand too much 
in awe of the numerous bodies of the^ enemy scattered about in the 
jungles, and who, when attacked closely, at once leave their defences, 
and arc lost among the rocks and jungle where we cannot follow them, 
for we don't even see them. 

We are now awaiting reinforcements, when, I trust, the accounts I 
shall have to send the Brigadier-General will be of a better character. 
We have as yet heard of no other stockaded villages. 
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MeHjorandum from BBiaADiBn-GENBBAi St- G- D, Showbrs, Commanding Presi¬ 
dency Division,—(dated the Ist March 1862.) 

Fobwabded to the Secretary to the Goveilimeiit of Bengal for 
information. 

From Libxjtenxnt-Oolonbl W. Richardson, Commanding 44th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 14, dated 
Mungba, the 16th February 1862) 

Sib, 

In continuation of my No. 4 of 11th February, I have now 
the honor to rcjiort that on the 11th we halted in our Camp near this; 
12th halted, and received from Cherra a reinforcement of one Havildar, 
one Naick, and sixteen Sepoys, with supplies ; heard to-day that the 
Bebels had concealed their property and families at a pkee called 
Leshpar, near Munsow- 

ISth Fehuari /.—Left Camp at 10^ a. m. with two Jemadars, six 
Ha\ildars, eight Naioks, one Bugler, and eighty-three Sepoys, leaving 
Lieutenant Udny in charge with one Jemadar, two Havildars, six 
Naicks, one Bugler, and fifty-three Sepoys; reached a small cultivating 
village not far from Miiusoav at 2.| i*. ai; lialtcd and collected as much 
of the enemy^s rice as wc could find, but it was not more than 200 
maunds, which, after taking Avhat wc required, was destroyed. The 
Kebels assemblcd^round our Cam]) at night, and for two or three hours 
fired Musketry on us, but witliout inflicting any h>ss; wo could do 
nothing against them in the dense jungle. 

14f/).—In the morning reconnoitred towards IMimsow, but there is 
no road, and the jungle and rocky ravines too diflioult to pass without 
some adequate 'object; returned at 9 to Camp, breakfasted and rt'tnrned 
ill four hours to this place. 'Uhe Rebels followed us two miles in some 
numbers, but ofh'ivd no molestation, and kept out of shot; our Native 
Guard went and spoke them, but they did not seem inclined to 
come in. 

I have been anxious to get reinforced from Cherra for the purpose 
of surrounding Muusow as far as can be done, and thus inflicting some 
punishment on the Rebels collected there; but the state of the country 
about Cherra will, I fear, prevent assistance from thence till the arrival 
of the men from Calcutta. We propose halting here to-day at least to 
rest the men. 
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Memoirandum from BBiOAPiSR-GBNKBiL Sr. Q. D. Biiowbbs, Commanding Preui- 
dency Division,—(dated the 1st March 1862.) 

Fobwardes to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for infor- 
matiou. 


Prom LiEeTENANT-CoLONEL W. Richardson, Commanding 4lth Native Infantry, 
to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No. 16, dated Camp 
Mungba, the 18th February 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 14 of 15th Fcbruaiy, I have 
now the honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier-General 
Commanding Presidency Division, that the Detachments under my 
command*haItcd here on the 15th, Kith, and 17th. 

On the 17th Lieutenant Buist, Adjutant of the Corps, joined me 
at twelve at night with one Suhadar, one Jemadar, seven Havildars, six 
Naicks, two Buglers, and eighty-four Sepoys. This day wc are collecting 
coolies, and purpose as soon as they arrive to move on Mnnsow, which we 
shall enter from three different points in hopes of inflicting some punish¬ 
ment on the Rebels collected there, and wc intend to hold that place till 
wc have had some communication with their leaders, but in this, of 
course, we must be guided by circumstances. 


Memorandum from Bbidadieu-Generai. St. G. D. Suowekh, Commanding Presi¬ 
dency Diviaion,—(dated the 20th Febini.'iry 1802.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of l^ngal for infor¬ 
mation. * 


From LtEi’TENANT-CoLONEi, W. Richaroson, Commanding 44th Native Infftiitry, 
to the OiheUting Deputy Asaietant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,— 
(No. 18, dated Camp Mungba, the 20th February 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 16 of the 18th February, I have 
the honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier-General Com¬ 
manding, tliat the plan therein mentioned was yesterday carried out. 

Three parties left this at different times during the night of the 18ih 
and 19th, and each reached the village of Munsow before sun-rise. 
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Lieutenant Buist with fifty men and a small howitzer was instructed 
to attack the large stockade as soon as he heard my j^e in the rear, but 
he unfortunately commenced his attack a little too soon, whereby he lost 
a Bugler, shot dead, and a Sepoy very badly wounded. My party, how¬ 
ever, came up shortly after, and the enemy then fled at once into the 
jungle, having, as usual, escaped punishment as far as we know. We 
destroyed the stockade, patrolled the place, and burnt the few remaining 
houses in the village and then returned to our camp here by 4 p. h. of 
the 19th. 

The reason why the enemy escaped” punishment was that the jungle at 
the stockade is dense and runs down a ravine for two or three miles, while 
the ground is precipitous ; we fired a few rounds of grape into the jungle 
which silenced their fire, but besides the above we had two or t&ree men 
wounded with arrows, one Havildar rather badly. 

Having done all we can hero (for occupying the ground where Munsow 
stood we found to be out of the question), we purpose shifting our ground 
and seeking out stockades which we hear liavo boon erected somewhere 
between Jowai and Jyiiteciilipore. 


Memorandum from Beigadiee J. MacDonald, Commanding at the Presidency,— 

(datud the 4th March 18ti2.) 

Forwarded to tlic Secretary to the Government of Bengal for infor¬ 
mation. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel W. Ricuahdson, (Jummnnding 44th Native Infantry, 
to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(No 20, dated Jowai 
Stockade, the 23rd February 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 18 of. the 20th Februaiy, I have 
the honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier-General Com¬ 
manding the Presidency Division, that on the 20th February I halted 
at Mungha and sent Lieutenant Buist with 100 men to Jowai, with 
orders to detach eighty men to Amwai, one march on the road to Sylhet 
vid Jyntecahpore, for the purpose of protecting the villages thereabouts 
from the Rebels., 

2ls< Februanj ,—Heard of the arrival at Nurteng of Lieutenants 
’ Bartleman and Boyd, 43rd Native Infantry, with eighty-five men from 
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Gowhatty ; went there with Major Rowlatt in one and a half liours and 
instructed Lieutenrfht Bartleman to protect the villages tliere from the 
enemy and to furnish the Police Darogah with a party, when* required, 
to seize any of the Rebels he might be id)le to hear of. We then re¬ 
turned to camp. 

22nd February .—Marched to Jowai two and a half hours from 
Mungba; found the Stockade all right, though the Rebels had made 
one or two attempts to bum it, in which, I am informed, they lost one 
or two men. 

• 

23rd February .—Halt at Jowai on account of the weather, but if it 
clears to-morrow I intend to march in the direction of Jyntecalijwre; 
100 musKcts have already gone that way and arc located at Amwai; we 
hear that the Rebels are collected in that vicinity, but cannot learn that 
they have stockaded themselves. 

I am sorry to say that the Calcutta Dfiks of the 13th and 14th 
Pebniary have been taken by the Cossyahs between Cherra and this.— 
Should any communication of yours liave been forwarded on those dates 
I beg you will transmit me copies. 


Moraorandum from BaiOAUiKn J. MAcDeNAtu, Connnatuliiig at the PreHideney,— 

(dated tlie Cth Alareh 1802.) 

Forwakded to tlic Secretary to tlie Government of IJengal for inform¬ 
ation. 


From LiEriENAKT-CoiOMEL W. RicnAEDsON, Commanding 44th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to Captain Gilbert, Deputy AHdatnnt Adjutant-General, Prcaideucy 
Divibion,—'(No. 2’i, dated Jowai, the 25th February I8t52.) 

Sir, 

I REGRET I should havc no^liing fiirthcr to report for the 
information of the Brigadier-General Commanding. The coolies from 
this village have all left and gone to other villages and we find it difficult 
to move. We expect coolies from another part of the District to-day, 
and on their arrival shall at once march to Amwai, ten miles south from 
this towards the Plains, for the pm'pose of seeking out the Rebels, who, 
wc hear, havc stockaded two villages in that neighbourhood. 
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A Jemadar and forty-three muskets established at Jynteeahpore in 
the Plains south of this has been active in seizing tie Rebels' supplies, 
but the Rebels themselves have as usual escaped into the jungle, though 
so closely pressed that they have, in many instances, thrown away 
their arms. This party, on being relieved by Troops from Calcutta, 
will bo able to bring us up supplies from Sylhet, as we are running short, 
and it is almost impossible to induce cofdics to come to us from Cherra. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your Memorandum No. 337 of 17th 
February 18(52, and will be careful, to note in my letters the direction 
of our marches. 


Mcinoriiiiduin from Brioadieb J. MAcDftiJAtD, Cnmmanditig at tlie Presidency,— 

(dated the 7th March 18(32.) 

Forwahded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
information. 


1 Haviklar. 
1 Ntiick. 

IS SeiNij'H. 


Fri.in Uukvkt-Captain R. G. Ciiamurks, Comiiijiiidiiig Detachment, 4.'5rd Native 
Intliiilry, to tlic itaaiatant Adjiitant-ticiicral, I'rc.sidcJu-y Jtiviaion, Fort William,— 
(No. 2, dated Nowgong, the 25th B'ebruary 18t)2.) 

Silt, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the iurorniation of the Brigadier- 
General Commanding the Prcsideiuiy Ditision, my departure this day 

with a party 43rd Regiment Light Infantry, 
strength as jier margin, into the District to 
aid the Civil potver against certain Jyiitccah 
Rebels reported to have committt'd depredations. 

The Detachment now proceeding with me marched over from Tezporc 
to reinforce the Detachment here in ease there should be anv need of 
their services, ouing to the Jynteeah Rebels being driven over from the 
Sylhet side to this District. 

My march to-day will be to Phoolagoorcc where there is already a 
Detachment of the Regiment, from which 1 shall take a reinforcement, 
making up my strength to forty muskets. 

I have the honor to apiicnd a copy of a letter from the Assistant 
Commissioner in charge, Zillah Nowgong, calling for my sciTices. 
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fmm XdxotBXianr W. PsiiM. {kaomoMme ila dT fSMi K««r* 

foof, to CAVtitK Bi0. CoAJtBnaa, Co^tauMcfoig ia Nowgoait 
dated 24th Febrouj 18^ 

SiE, 

In leplf to your letter of this date, I have the honor to inform 
you that it has been offioially reported to me that on the 22nd instant 
some Nagas or Jyntecah people, numbering from 100 to 200, caine 
down from the hills,- and making a raid on the Singmarree District 
plundered some of the people. 

I have receive information (bub it is only hearsay) that a village was 
burnt and two people killed, besides which a Kyah Merchant was car¬ 
ried off into the hills, 

I have &nt out for trustworthy infomation, upon receipt of which 
I will at once forward you any inforJiation which may reach me. 

Mamorandam Libutbkant-Goionbl M. A. Biddulph, Royal ArtUl^, Com¬ 
manding at the Presidency—(dated the 12th March 1862.) 

Forwakded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for in¬ 
formation. 

From LiBUTBVANT-CoLoiiEt W. Richabdson’, Commanding 44th Regiment Native 
Infantiy, to Captain E. K. 0. Giibebt, Officiating Deputy Assistant Adju¬ 
tant-General,—(No. 24, dated Camp Amwai Poonjee, the 28th February 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 22 of 25th February, I have the honor 
to report that on the 25th February we marched to this place, Amwai, 
in four and a half hours; it is about ten miles south of Jowai on the JTyn- 
teeahpore road. On the 26th February I sent a Jemadar and sixty 
men to Jynteeahpore, twenty miles off in the plains, to bring up sup¬ 
plies, and myself, with Major Bowlatt and fifty men, marched, 11 a. m., 
towards the south-west; reached' Fompadong, a deserted village, in two 
houm; wont on for another half hour, when we arrived at a deep valley, 
but at a long distance firom the village sdd by the guide to be 
stodmdfid, but quite unapproachable in this direction; returned to catnp. 
A nnmboc of straw huts have been built for us by*the villagers; at n^ht 
fisU hmy rain set in, which has continued with little mtermisskm till 
thu moment, noon of the 26th, rendering any movementa for the peT- 
»eat impoasible. 


5 



( 84 ) 
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It liad been my intentioii to liave ridden down t<> S jlhet via Jynteeali- 
poze to have an interview with Colonel Dunsfoni^who must be at, or. 
have been at that place by this time-; but the jheels at the foot of the 
Hills are very full, and quick communication with that place is im¬ 
possible. 

If any effectual movement is to be made on* the stockade mentioned 
above, it should be in force, as the village stockaded overlooks the 
Plains and is in dense jungle. With no other village near and with 
our small party it is to be feared they will only play the. same game 
they have hitherto done, which is, t5 fire on the attacking party till 
we get into the stockade, and then disperse in the jungle to stockade 
some other village, and it was on this point I wished to see Colonel 
Hunsford, as, unless surrounded the Rebels must always escape, and 
this tends much to encourage them and to cause the rebellion to spread, 
whUe, where they are at present rt the edge of Hill country and Guards 
disposJtl around them, as at Jowai lOO men, at Candar 200 men, at 
Jynteeahpore 45, and at Nurteng 85 the 43rd Native Infantry, they 
may be considered to be in a measure hemmed in and thereby restrained 
from doing much mischief for the present. 

Should the weather clear up, I still hope to see Colonel Dunsford 
at Sylhet. 


Menunwdum from Li£UISnanttCoi.ohbl M. A. Binnuira, Commanding at the 
Presidency,—(dated the 19th March 1862.) 

Fokwabded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
information. 


From LiscTENAST'CoLoaBL W. Bichabuson, Commanding 44th Begiment Natiro 
Infantry, to the Officiating Deputy Assistant Adjatant*General of the Presidency 
Division,—(No. 27, dated Camp Amwai, the 8th March 1862.) * 

SlB, 

1 SAVE the honor to import the arrival, yesterday evening, of 
Captun Robinson wi£h 150 muskets of the 28th Native Infantry at 
Kungtalong to the south-west, twelve miles from this. I rode out 
there with Miqor Rowlatt to meet this Detachment, and have arranged 
With Captain Robinson that he shall attack the south side, while 1 
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take the north side of the stockaded Tilli^ of Ooksaj. ^0 
out this I move mj camp to-morrow to the TiEage of Fadoo, eight 
miles from this and three or foui from Ooksay, and the attack Will take 
place at noon the next,day. By this arranj^ment we hope to get 
the Rebels between two hresi and to inflict on them such a loss as may 
frighten the others. 

I fear the Brigadier-General may think that unnecessary delay has 
taken place in this^ but in the first place the weather has been very 
bad, and in the second. We have expected the 28tli Native Infantry 
daily for some time, and both Major Eowlatt and myself think a sue* 
cessful attack will have the best effect on the inhabitants of these Hills^ 
while our previous operations, though successful in a measure, have not 
had the desired effect of inflicting much loss on the Hebels, and this 
enables them to retain their influence in the country, many of the 
villagers quite believing that the Rebels have destroyed the Regiment, 
dflicers and men, and that no more Troops arc forthcoming. *I trust 
in a few days to have more cheering news to send you. ^ 

Memorandum from the Brigadier Commanding at the Preeideney,—(dated the 22u(i 

March 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
information. 

From LtsuTBKANT-CotoKSl. W. RICHABOso^^ Commanding 4ith Begimelit 
Native Infantiyt to the Aaaistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Divitiion,— 
(Xo. 3(.), dated Camp Padoo, the 14th March 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 28 of 11th March, 1 have the 
honor to report that on the 12th Marcli 1 proceeded with Major 
Rowlatt and Lieutenant Bnist and forty muskets to reconnoitre 
|he road to the stockaded village of Nongbarai. South of this, and 
six miles off overlooking the plains, most of the road lay through heavy 
jungle, and the enemy had taken great pains by felling trees and 
digging pangee pits to delay our progress. We found also two stockades 
on the road, but they were not defended, except by a few bowmcif^ 
who (Ud us no harm. Leaving Lieutenant Buist and twenty men to 
destroy these stockades, 1 pushed on to the village intending to look for 
a spot to attack at some future day; but when I got to the rear of 
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the place, I found one of the doors not built up j in consequence of 
this the Rebels would not stand, and my party entered and burnt 

t 

the village {an extensive one) and destroyed as much of the stockade 
as our limited time would allow. 

This consisted of a wall of stones about five feet high and five thicks 
very well built and stockaded on the top,—this extended all round the 
sides of the village. 

There is a small part of this village down a steep ravine a mile off; 
which appeared to be also stockaded, but our time would not allow us 
to visit this, and it seemed unimportant. After the main village was 
burnt wc fired on the enemy as they disappeared in the jungle, but I 
fear not much injury was inflicted on ,thcm; one was reported Idlled. 
They appeared to number 100 or 200. We got back to camp by sun¬ 
set without accident. 13th March—^having yesterday sent to request 
Captain Robinson to co-operate with me, I this day marched out with 
120 muskets to attack the stockaded village of Koodeng; Captain 
Robiijpon to take at the same time the stockaded village of Soka. 
These villages are on opposite sides of the Monksa river, and overlook the 
Plains. They are about south of this, Koodeng at two hours distance, 
but the road was blocked up with felled trees, and we were about three 
hours going. When we reached Koodeng we found the gate of the 
stockade open and a few of the inhabitants with a white flag ready to 
surrender. We spared the village, made them destroy the stockades, 
and sent out parties to search for armed Rebels and arms. We got 
together few villagers, whom w'e made over to the Cinl Authority in 
camp and also collected (6) six muskets, and some swords, bows and 
arrows, and shields. Got back to camp by sun-set. 

You will receive Captain Robinson^s account of his proceedings, I pre¬ 
sume, tlirough another channel; he was at Soka, and that is all 1 know. 

I propose leaving this to-day for Amwai and Jowai, and at the requi^i 
sition of Major Rowlatt shall leave a Native Officer and sixty muskets 
to keep this post and patrol the country round. 

l i^h .—Having heard of Colonel Dnnsford's arrival at Jynteeahpore, 
f marched down in eight hours to see him in company with Major 
Rowlatt. 

(Sd.) H. P. Dunspord, Colonel, 
Commanth'n^ Sylhet Force. 
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From BBiftADiBB'GKNKBU. St. G. D. Showbbs, Commanding Presidency Division. 

Foewakded to the Secretory to the Grovemment of Bengal for the, 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Grovemor. 


From CoioESL H. F. Dcnsfobd, Commanding Sylhet Force, to the Assistant A^jn* 
tsnt-General, Presidency Division, with BBiaADiBB-GENflBjLi. St, 6. D.Showbbs, 
c. 3., Commanding Presidency division,—(No. 41, dated Camp Jynteahpore, the 
15th March 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report,^ for the information of Brigadier- 
(feheral St. G. D, Showers, c. b.,* Commanding the Division, that I 
arrived here on the 13th and immediately dispatched messengers with a 
request to^Major Rowlatt, the l^puty Commissioner, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson, Commanding tho 44th Regiment, to meet me that 
we might concert as to our plans of action for quelling the disturb¬ 
ance now prevailing among the Cossyahs. These Officers came in from 
Padoo last evening, and report most of the villages about Arawai Poonjee 
and between it and Jowai to be stockaded. I propose therefore march¬ 
ing early to-morrow to Amwai Poonjee and thence to Jowai, from which 
I propose making a tour to the East, destroying all stockades, and leav¬ 
ing small parties, where found necessary, to prevent the Co.s.syaIis from 
returning to them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson has already reported his engagement 
with the Rebels on the 11th at Amwai Pcx)njce, and his complete suc¬ 
cess, though not attended with much loss to the enemy, will, it is pre¬ 
sumed, check the further spread of the rebelbon. 

Captain Robinson I have posted at Nungtalong and have directed him 
to meet me here, where I propose making up his party to about L50 
men. With these he will hold Padoo with thirty, and Nungtalong with 
thirty, leaving ninety available for visiting the numerous stockaded vil- 
liges m his neighbourhood, a list of which will be afforded him by the 
Deputy Commissioner. The greatest difficulty seems to be the supplying 
the Troops with food; they are entirely dependent on this place and 
Cherra Poonjee. I have sent a requisition to the Collector of Sylhet for 
a daily supply, but I much fear he will not be able to famish the required' 
quantity of atta, without which we must expect great sickness. I would 
therefore respectfully suggest that an immediate supply be drawn from 
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Daccai and, if possible, a Commissamt Officer to superintend its distri'-* 
bution and keep up the supply. I am unable myself to speak as to tli^ 
nature of the countiy we are about to enter, but, in the absence of any 
map, Major Eo^tt has furnished me with the accompanying sketch 
which may afford the Brigadier-General an insight into the relative posi*' 
tions of the villages. 

I beg also to send a list of the places where Detachments will be left^ 
and with the remainder of the Force at my disposal I will scour the 
countiy from JowEi to the East and return by to Jowai. This 

will probably occupy from a week‘to ten days, and by that time tlfe 
Brigadier-General will possibly be at Sylhet or Cherra Poonjee, when 
I would do myself thc%onor of waiting on him, if required. 

I am unable to send you a correct present state of the Force now in 
the Sylhet District, not having as yet received Returns from the outposts, 
but these shall be preparep and sent as soon as practicable. I am in¬ 
formed that the 33rd Regiment Native Infantry is also on its way up to 
Sylhet, but I have received no official intimation of this. 


Posts at v'hich it intended to leave small Detachments vdiilst a Column 

% 

marches around the disturbed Districts. 


Post. 

Approximate 

i^trength. 

Remarks. 

JyntPoahpore .. 

30 


Nangtalong . 

120 


Padoo . 

.30 


Amwai . 

30 


tTowai . 

60 


Nurteng . 

76 

Now held hy 43rd Native Infantry, but to be 
relieved by forty-fourth or tweaty-cighth 
Puiijaub Infantry. 

Cherra Poozyee . 

160 

Kuiicklow. 

15 

At the request of the Commissioner of Assam. 

Myrung . 

15 


Total 

616 
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Hie Guards hare been directed to proceed from Cbetra Poonjee at once 
and are not included in tbe 150 men returned as at Cberra Poonjee. 

There are in addition to these Guards one of tn^ty-five maa at 
Moolagool to the East, and fifteen at Gorah GMt to thrWcst. 


Memorandum from BbioadieB'Gemebal St. G. D. Sno'ff ebs, c. a., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Fobwaeded to the Adjutant-General of the Army for the information 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. The places marked with 
red crosses are those which Colonel Dunsford proposed to occupy; those 
marked with blue are represented as being the most violent against the 
Govoinnient and have drawn away the rest into hostility to the State. 
The pencil lines connecting these places I shall direct to be visited by 
the Columns. I am about to run dovra to Moolagool to enquire on the 
spot regarding the state of the reported stockade at Mooralee Poonjee 
and the roads beyond, when I shall be able to decide on the movements 
of the Column. 
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Sr. 6- SffotrsBs, Osttnnandiog Fresidenoj Divilsion. 
FobWabsed to the Seeretery to the Oirr^cziment <d Bei%Bl for the 


^hjlbraation of 


His Httoor the Lieutehaat-Govemor. 

I, -_, 


From BBXOAi>iEB<^EifriesAL Sr< 6. B. Showebs, Commanding Presidency JDmsion, 
to the A^jatantoGeneral of the Arm 7 ,-~(No. 24A., dated the 2l8t March 1862.) 


Sib, 

1 HAVE the honor to report, for the information of His Excel¬ 
lency the Commauder-in-Chief, that 1 reached Phenchognnge, on the 
Koonara, on the 16th instant, on hoard the steamer Tay, and the follow¬ 
ing morning I proceeded into Sylhet. The Head-Quarters of the 
8drd Native Infantry 1 was obliged to leave on board |he Steamer 
until elephants could be sent to transport their baggage, as all that 
were available at Sylhet had been sent with Colonel Dunsford's Detach¬ 
ment to Jynteeahpore. 

2. I have had the honor to forward, for His Excellenc/s informa¬ 
tion, a letter from Colonel Dunsford, reporting his proposed plans for 
reducing the Jynteeah Cossyahs. These plans will, I hope, reduce the 
portion of the Hills he is to visit; hut as he has not included within his 
plans the south-eastism tract of the Hills, which is as yet very little 
known, and from which the Cossyahs have threatened the Plains in the 
direction of Moolagool in force, and levied contrib«tions from the villages, 
I have considerd it necessary to send a Column into the Hills from that 
direction. Particularly as it was reported that they had established a 
stockade at MooralceJPoonjee. 

8. I proceeded myself, on the 18th, in company with the Joint 
Magistrate, Mr. Smith, to make enquiries oil the spot. On my arrival 
the Jemadar of the party of the 44th Native Infantry reported he had 
attacked and burnt the stockade, the report of which, with a translation 


made by Mr. Tayler, the Collector nad Magistrate, is herewith forward¬ 
ed. 1 have directed the Jemadar, with a 


. 2 Lkatenants. 

1 A^jtitent. 

1 Sqigeon. 

4 Nantre OfBoen. 
10 Hsvildan. 

186 Bank aad Fib. 


party of forty Bank and File, to return and 
hold the stockade, and I propose to send a 
force, as per margin, to Moolagool under 
Major Longmore, Commanding the 3SM 


Native lufroa^, who wiU carry out the following emngements. 



( 4.1 ) 


4. Fifty Rank and File mider a Native Officer will be stationed 

at Moolagool Hit to protect the depdt of stores that I have directed to 
be established there, and to furnish small Detachments to escort stores 
to the different posts in the interior. ft 

5. A party of thirty Rank and File under a Native Officer will be 
posted at Mooralee Poonjee to protect the passage of the Lopha River, 
along which our supplies are to be forwarded. 

6. He will advance on “ Seting Bazar,” and leave a party of fifty 

Rank and File there under a European Officer. 

_ • 

7. From " Seting Bazar” he will advance upon Satonglia” 
and “ Ilya Khoolali Bazar^^ with Jemadar’s party of 4ltli Native In¬ 
fantry and about fifty Rank and Pile of the 33rd Native Infantry. 

8. The village and inhabitants of Satonglia arc represented to be 
one of the most violent in their opposition to the Government. It is 
probable I may find it neccssaiy to leave a Detachment there to kcc‘j) 
this village and those dependent on it to tlicir allegiance. 

9. I have ftirther directed a Detachment under Lieutenant Walcott 
to proceed by Burrghat, Lukadanga, and Buttoo to Rambai, another 
village that is among the foremost in the insurrection. 

10. By tliese movements, and those proposed by Colonel Duusford, 
Ifis E.Kcellency will obscrv'c that the whole of the Hills in insurrection 
will be visited, and those principally engaged in instigating it will be 
occupied, so that it may be hoped the people, on seeing the hopelessness 
of their hostility, wiU return to their allegianec. 

11. I propose myself to proceed, with an escort of thirty Rank and 
File nVx Jynteeahporc to Jow'ai, where I hope to have an opportunity of 
meeting Major Rowlatt and directing, in person, future operations if the 
movements now reported should not be successful. 


The Report of Sewan Towaree, of the let Company of the Loml Heyimeiif, 

dated I9th March 18C2. 

On the night of the 16th March I, accompanied by three Havildars, 
two Naicks, forty-five Sepoys, and one Bugler, together with the 
Thannah Darogah, Jemadar, and two Burkundauzes, started off for 
Mooralee. At about 4 a. m. we arrived at a place culled Burra Cherra, 
and apprehended a Cossyah boy with rice, whom we found there. On 

6 
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the morning of the l?th we saw some fifty to sixty armed Cossyalis on a 
Tcclah to the west of Burra Cherra. We advanced on seeing them, 
whereujX)n tlicy in turn retreated. 

We tlicn took several small boats and proceeded up the Lopha River 
towards Mooralee. On our way some Cossyalis, who had placed them¬ 
selves on either side of the river in the Jungle, came out and abused us, 
and fired arrows and threw pieces of rock at us. We passed on, and on 
arriving at Mooralee, we saw more Cossyalis, armesd with bows and arrows 
and other weapons, standing outside their stockade and assembled in 
two bodies; they commenced to abuser us. I gave the order to advance, 
whercujKm tln^y fled into the Jungles. We then went to the stockade 
and broke it up, and burnt the wood and a Guard-house in there. 

Subsequently the villages of Mooralee and Chaplorcc were burnt, and 
we recovered some arrows and arms they had thrown away. 


Meraorandura from Bbioadihii-Gjsnebal St. G. D. SnowEHS, Commanding Presi¬ 
dency Division,—(dated the 22nd March 18<)2.) 

Fokwardei) to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


Prom BttiGADinn-G enehal St. G. D. Suowees, Commanding Pre.sidom*y Division, 

to Iho Adjutant-General of the Army,—(No. 34A., dated the 22nd March 1862.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to forward, for the infonnation of His Excel¬ 
lency the Commandcr-in-Chicf, a copy of a confidential Circular I 
considered necessary to issue to the OlFiccrs Commanding the several 
Detachments in the Jyntccah Hills. 

Confidential Circular. 

The Brigadier-General Commanding directs that the following Rules 
shall be observed by the diflbrent Detachments that are acting in the 
Jyiitecah HiUs for the suppression of the insurrection among the in- 
liabitaiits:— 

All men found In arms must be treated with that severity which 
open hostility to the State demands, and the Chiefs of these villages 
which are known to have been the principal instigators in the insur- 
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rection must haye no terms granted to them. The Government 
alone can deal with them. They must be confined and made over to 
the Civil Officer who may accompany the Detachment. 

All stockades and fortified posts must be levelled with tlie ground; 
all villages in arms must be attacked^ and, after they are taken, the 
villagers should have the option of returning to them. A rcasoniible 
time must be allowed them to come in, and if they refuse, the village 
should be burned. 

All Cossyahs who come in m\ist give up their anus, after which 
they will be allowed to enter their homes; hostages, however, should 
be taken for their good conduct. Such hostages arc to be selected 
in communication with the Civil Officers with Detachments, and they 
will be retained until the orders of Government shall be received for 
their disposal. 

By Order, &c., 

(Sd.) E. K. 0. Gilbebt, Oai>iam, 

Offf. Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. 

The 21«i March 18G2. 


From Majob Hbnbt IIopkinson, Aj'cnt, Governor Oenenil, ]S’’orlh-E.%‘it Frontier, 
to E. 11, LrsiiiNGTOX, Esq., Secretary to the Goveriinunt of Bengal,—(No. 24, 
diitccl the -ith March 1SG2.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to represent that I think the insurrection in 
the Jynteeah Territory has reached the stage at whi(di recourse should 
be had to the provisions of Act No. XI. of 1857, being an Act for tlic 
prevention, trial, and punishment of oftcnccs against the State ; and I 
would solicit that the Government do proclaim the Jynteeah Territory 
to be in a state of rebellion, and do thereupon issue their Commission 
under Clause 1, Section III. of the Act, for the trial of all persons who 
shall be charged with the commission of any of the crimes mentioned 
in the said Act. 

2. I would recommend that !Major E. A. Ilowlatt, D(!puty Commis¬ 
sioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, and Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Richardson, Commanding the ^Ith Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, 
be Commissioners authorized by the Commission, and perhafis it would 
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be expedient to add my own name, as the contingency may easily occur 
in which it would be desirable that I should exercise the authority con¬ 
templated ])y tlie Act. 

3. I also recommend the immediate declaration, by proclamation, 
against the having in possession or carrying arms in the terms of Sec¬ 
tion VII. of the Act; they are more comprehensive than the corres¬ 
ponding provisions of Act XXXI. of 1860, which do not include the 
most dangerous weapon of the Cossyah in their enumeration of arms, 
viz.f bows and arrows. 

4. I might have proposed the establishment of Martial Law, under 
Regulation X. of 1804, in the Jynteeah Territory, but ^hat I think the 
provisions of Act No. XI. of 1857 are every way more suitable to meet 
the required case. 


A. Farap'aphs 1 and 2. 

B. raraprnpliH 3,4, 6, fi. 

C. Purottrapha 1 , 8. 

D. Pavagrnpha 10,11, 12. 


Frail) Major Henry Hopkinson, Agent, Governor General, and roinmissioner of 
Aaaan), to E. H. Lushinoton, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(No. 27, dated the 15th March 18C2.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to submit, herewith, copy of a letter, to my 
address, from Major Rowlatt, under date the 4th instant, briefly refer- 
ing to the operations of the Troops up to the present time against the 

insurgents of Jynteeah fA.J, stating that the 
rebellion is far fniiu being suppressed fB.J, 
givuig his explanation of its origin and 
motives fG.J, and proposing that the country 
be proclaimed to be in rebellion and under Martial Law, and that the 
people of Jynteeah should be disarmed (D.) 

2. The letter does not contain anything that will come before the 
Government for the first time. I have already, in my letter No. 24, 
dated the 4th March, to which I here solicit an early reply, applied 
that Jynteeah be proclaimed in a state of rebellion, and be dealt 
with accordingly, and that the possession and carrying of Arms should 
be made penal j and, as to Major Rowlatt^s account of the origin of 
the rebellion, it is but a summary of the causes which I have detailed 
iu my lettefa No. 20 of the 28th of February, and No. 26 of the 10th 
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March. My latest intelligence from Major Rowlatt is dated the 8th 
of March, a private nbte mentioning that they had just received a 
reinforcement of the 28th Sheiks, and were to attack a place called 
Ooksen on the 10th instant. This is on. the Sylhet side, to which 
quarter Major Rowlatt and Colonel Richardson have lately directed 
their attention; but on the Assam side Lieutenant Bartleman, writing 
from Nurteng, reports that they are throwing up works all round him, 
and that positions so gallantly carried by Colonel Richardson, as Munsow 
and Kalleeang, have been again re-occupied and stockaded by the 
enemy. On the 25th of last month a party of from twenty-five to 
fifty Jyntceah Cpssyahs came into the Nowgong District and plun¬ 
dered the shops of two traders at a village named Ainsing, and the 
same day t^cy plundered two more traders and carried off and murder¬ 
ed a Kyah Merchant named Sook Deo. 

3. Judging from what has been the character in times past of the 
warfare of the Cossyah Tribes, it will not be long before the Jynteeah 
people get tired of fighting : even, though we obtain no extraordinary 
successes over them, their opposition will collapse of itself when food 
begins to grow scarce, and the season for cultivating arrives. They 
will disperse the majority slinking back to their villages, and the rest, 
the really unquiet ones, scattering themselves abroad over tlic country, 
and plundering in small parties of twos and threes ; but next year if 
we withdraw too many of our Troops they will collect again and give 
us as much trouble as ever. 


From Mxjob E. A. Rowlatt, Deputy CommisBioner, Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, to 
- Majob Hebbv Hopeibsok, Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier,— 
(Ho. ISA., dated Camp Amwai, the 4th March 1S62.) 

Sir, 

Since the commencement of the present rebellion of the 
Cossyahs of the Jynteeah Hills you are already aware, from my previous 
Reports, that the Troops employed in the field have taken and destroyed 
four strongly stockaded villages, each time inflicting some loss on the 
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Rebels, with comparatively but few casualties occurring amongst the 

t 

force acting against tliem. 

2. Some of the RcbeFs stores of paddy have been secured, and a 
few head of cattle captured—four suspected persons have also been 
apprehended, and troops now occupy the villages of Nurteng, Jowai, 
and Amwai, from whence parties are sent out to scour the country in 
their vicinity. 

3. Notwithstanding all this I regret to say the rebellion appears to 
be as far from being suppressed as it was on the first day the troops 
entered the field. 

4. From Nurteng Lieutenant Bartlcraan reports that the Rebels 
arc stockading the villages all around him, and to the South and West 
of this place the villages of Uksai, Koodeng, and Nongbarai have all 
been stockaded, besides wdiieli the passes into tlie Hills via Burghat 
and Mooraleo are both closed by defences thrown across them for the 
purpose of preventing the entrance of troops into the Hills by those 
routes. 

6. The main Road into the Hills from Jyntceahporc was also closed, 
and has only been opened since the arrival of troops at this place. 

G. From this statement of the present condition of the country you 
will readily perceive that the rebellion is all but universal: in fact, with 
the exception of the people of this village, I may say that all arc cither 
openly or secretly our enemies. 

7. It wdll be in your recollection that a rebellion of a similar nature 
to the present one occurred in ISGO ; also that on the occasion of our 
taking possession of the country in 1836, the Troops sent to occu]jy it 
were forcibly resisted in the time of the RajaVs government. I am 
further informed that the country was ravaged by perpetual -warfare : in 
fact, war appears to have been the normal state amongst the people of 
these Hills; so that, unless stringent measures are adopted to deter 
these Cossyalis from resistance to lawful authority, there is no chance, 
I fear, of peace being preserved in the country for any length of time 
together. 

8. The present rising, as far as I have yet been able to ascertain, 
has originated from the dislike of the people to taxation, and from im¬ 
patience at any control being exercised over them by the Officers of 
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Government. They hope, 1 have little doubt, that by constantly rebel- 
ing they will induce us to give up the country, or, at all events, cease 
* to demand any taxes, and to withdraw our Police and Military Guard 
at Jowai out of the coimtry. 

9. Now, to exempt the people from taxation would, in my opinion, 
be a fatal act of weakness on our part, and to give up the coimtry would 
only be to expose the Plains of Assam and Sylhet to the constant 
inroads of these people w'lio would certainly far prefer to subsist 
by plunder than have to provide ^ food for themselves by lioncst 
means. 

10. Such being the case I feel it to be my duty to recommend that 
until order shall have been thoroughly restored, and all the ringleaders 
in the present rebellion have been captured and punished, that the 
coimtry should be placed under Martial Law, and also that the provi¬ 
sions of the Anns Act for the disarming of the people should be put in 
force and .carried out with the utmost rigor, until all the Fire-arms now 
in the possession of these people have been secured. 

11. My reasons for proposing the former arc that trials, convictions, 
and sentences carried out on the spot by a Military Tribunal would, 

I conceive, have a far greater effect than if conducted at a distance by 
the Sessions Court, and after such a length of time had elapsed, which 
must occur, as would materially lessen the effect jiroduccd, and whose 
sentences ivould not be executed until the causes which led to the trials 
had almost been forgotten. 

12. llegarding my second proposition I need only say that, if the 
IMJoplc of the Jyntceah Hills are not thoroughly disarmed, the retention 
of Fire-arms made penal, and the importation of all such jirohibiti'il 
for the future, the difficulty of holding these Hills will go on con¬ 
tinually increasing, and the expense both of life and money be such 
that the Government sooner or later will be obliged to adopt the mca- 
simes I now propose, or others of a similar character to them. 

13. Such being my view of the state of affairs in these Hills, I 
request you will do me the favor of submitting my propositions for the 
consideration and orders of Govcniment, supporting them, should you 
agree with me as to the necessity of the measures proposed, with your 
approval and advocacy. 
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Vo. 24, dated 4th instant. 
» 27j n 16th II 


From £. H. Lushinoton, Esq., Secretary to the Qoremment of Bengal, to the Com¬ 
missioner of ABsami>-(No. 795A.| dated the 26th March 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 
dates and numbers noted in the margin^ and 
to inform you in reply that the sanction of 
the Government of India has this day been solicited to the issue of a 
Proclamation, under Clause 1, Section III. of Act XI. of 1857, declaring 
the Jynteeah Territory to be in a state of rebellion, and of a Commission 
in your name and in those of Majot.Bowlatt and Colonel Richardson, 
making you and those Officers Commissioners under the Act for the 
trial of all offences therein referred to. 

2. Meanwhile, the enclosed Proclamation will be published in the 
Calcutta Gazette, imder Section VII. of the Act, prohibiting persons other 
than those duly authorized from carrying arms in the Jynteeah Territory. 


Proclamation,—(No. 797A., dated the 26th March 1862.) 

Whereas the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal deems it necessary for 
the public safety that no person shall be allowed to carry, or have in his 
possession, any arms or instrjiment used for warlike purposes in the 
Jynteeah Territory, it is hereby declared, under Section VII., Act XI. 
of 1857, that, from and after the 1st of April next, it shall not be 
lawful for any person to carry, or have in his possession, any arms or 
instruments used for warlike purposes within the aforesaid Jynteeah 
Territory, except the Civil and Military Officers of Government and 
other persons specially exempted by the Commissioner or Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of the District. 


From E. H. Lushinutor, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Secre¬ 
tary to the Government of India, Home Department,—(No. 794A., dated the 
26th March 1862.) 


Sir,' 

In continuation of the endorsement from this Office No. 680, 


* Letter from the Coinmiffidoner 
of Assttm, No. 24, doted 4th instent. 

Ijetter from the Commissioner of 
Assem, No. 26, dated 10th iustent. 

liOtter from the Commissioner of 
Assam, No. 27, doted 16th instant. 


dated 18th instant, I am directed to sub¬ 
mit, for the information of the Gb)vcniment 
of India, a copy of a further correspond¬ 
ence* connected with the disturbances in the 
•Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 
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2. Major Rowlatt, it will be observed, states that, although our 
Troops have destroyed four strongly stockaded villages of the Itcbcls, 
captured their cattle, aud taken possession of some of their stores of 
paddy, the rebellion is far fram being sup]»rcssed. The Rebels are 
’ again stockading ti|B villages around Licutcuaut 13artlctna]i, and the 
passes into the Hills, vi& Burgh'^t aud Mooralcc, have both been closed 
for the purpose of preventing the entrance of Troops into the Hills by 
those routes. 

3. Major Rowlatt considers that.the rebellion is all but universal, 
and the Commissioner also thiulis that it lias reached that stage at 
which recourse should be hatl to the provisions of Act XT. of 1857. 

4. Under these circumstances, the Lientenant-dovemor proposes to 
puolish, with the coucurreuce of the Government of India, the enclosed 
Proclamation declaring the Jyuteeah Territory to be in a state of rebel¬ 
lion, and to follow it up with the issue of 

SLijoi Commission, in the lunnes of tlio Ollieers 

\\r« l.{iit!ilUirdi.!!i01i i • .-i * n •'1 j. * 1 1* 1l 

named in the margin^ lor the truil ol all 
offences rcfciTcd to in that Act. 

’5. A Proclamation has already issued under Section VII. of the Act 
prohibiting persons other than those duly authorized to carry ai'ms 
within the aforesaid Territory. 

0. In regard to the remark contained in the Sth paragrajdi of 
Captain llowlatPs letter of 4th March to Major Ilopkiiison, stating that 
the cause of rising, so far as he has yet been able to ascertain, has originat¬ 
ed from the dislike of the people to taxation, 1 am directed to state* that 
the Lieutenant-Governor awaits a report which has been called for 
from !Major Ilopkinson of the mode of the application of the Income 
Tax to the Jyntceah Territory, and how it was that no representation 
was previously made liy Captain Rowlatt on tlie subject. 


From W, Gkby, £s(2>i Secretary to the Government of [ntlla. Homo Hopartment, to 
E. H. Lushisgtos, Esij., Secretary to tlie Goviinnient of Denyal,—(No. 1609, 
dated the 23th Aluroh 

Sir, 

I HAVE laid before the Governor General in Council your letter 
No. 79i'A., dated the mulIi instant, forwarding comiuuuicektious iiom 

7 
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Major Hopkinson and Major Eowlatt regarding the insurrection in 
Jyntceali, and stating that, with the concnrrence of the Government of 
India, the Lieutenant-Governor proposes to publish a Proclamation 
declaring the Jynteeah Tcnitory to bo in a state of rebellion, and to 
follow it up with the issue of a Qommission, under 4N^t XI. of 1857, to 
Major Hppkinson, Major Eowlatt, and Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson 
for tho trial of all offences referred to in that Act. 

2. In reply I am desired to say that the Governor General in Coun¬ 
cil would not wish to interfere with the discretion of the Lieutenant- 
Governor if, under the circumstances described in the enclosures of your 

I 

letter, he considers it necessary to proclaim the Jynteeah District in the 
manner proposed. 

3. In making this intimation, however. His Excellency in Council 
cjmnot refrain from remarking on tho extreme meagreness of the infor¬ 
mation fumislied by the Local Authorities in regard to tho progress of 
events since tho commencement of this disturbance to tho present time, 
and, what is inoro striking, to tho apparent absence of any proper en¬ 
deavor on tho part of Major Eowlatt to procure reliable information as 
to the causes and the object of tho movement, and to take any other 
than measures of force ibr its repression. 

4. The Governor General in Council feels anxious to afford the Lioutc- 
nant-Govenior the fullest support and assistance in dealing with tliis 
insuiToction, and I am desii'cd to state that, if it should seem expedient 
to Ilis Honor to phvco tho eutii*e Civil and Military control of the Cos- 
syali and Jyutooah Hills in the hands of one Officer, His Excellency in 
Council will gladly place at Ilis Honoris disposal, for that purpose, the 
services of Brigadier-General Slunvers, who has recently, as His Honor 
is aware, proceeded to tho North-East Frontier on a special tom* of in¬ 
spection. Under such an arrangement the authority of tho Commis¬ 
sioner of Assam would iicccssaiily, for the time, bo wholly superseded in 
tho tract placed imder the Brigadier-General, who would be charged with 
the entii’e and exclusive Civil and Militaiy Administration, but tlie Dis¬ 
trict Officers might continue to conduct their duties under the orders of 
the latter precisely as they now do under the orders of the Commissioner. 
It would be advisable also to suspend the jurisdiction of the Board of 
Revenue, the Brigadier-General conxssponding on all matters, both of 
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Revenne and Police, direcl with the Local Government, and receiving 
his orders from the Lieutenant-Governor alone. 


Telegram from the Seci^ry to the Government of Bengal, to the Ooininiasioner of 
the Dacca Division,—(No. 807A., dated the Ist April 18G3,17-20) 

Inpokm General Sliowers that ho has been invosted with Chief Civil 
authority in the Cossyah and .Tyutceah Hills. Tho Civil OfScors in that 
Territory are henceforth subordinate to him. Place Mr. Smith of Sylhot 
at his disposal with the powers of a Magistrate. Written orders will 
follow, but this telegram may be acted upon at onco. Inform Commis¬ 
sioner of Assam of this. 


From E. 11. Lcshinoton, Esq., Secretary to the Govcniinent of Bengal, to 
IiBioadier-Gkjjkk.vl St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding Presidency 
Divibion,— (Ne. 888A., dated tho 2nd April 1802.) 

iSiK, 

I AM directed to iufonn you tliat, witlj the coiicuiTcncc of Ilis 
Pxecllciicy the Governor General of India in Council, who has placed 
your services at the disjiosal of this (Jovcrumcnt for the pur|)ose, the 
Lieutciiaut-dovernor has been pleased to jdacc in your hands tins entire' 
Civil control of tlie Cossyali and Jyntccali Hills. Whilst holding these 
^Kiwers you will be designated as Covnuiissioncr of tho Cossyah and 
Jvntccah Hills. 

2. Under tliis arrangemeut tlic, authority of the Commissioner of 
Assam will be wlmlly su[K;rscdcd in the above mentioned tract, but the 
District Officers will continue to condiujt tljcir duties under your orders 
precisely as they now do under the orders of Major Ilopkinson. Tlic 
services of Mr. Smith, at present the Officiating Joint Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector of Sylliet, arc placed at your disposal as your Assist¬ 
ant in the Civil Department. Mr. Smith is vested with the full powers 
of a Magistrate in these Hills. 

3. The jurisdietion of the Boanl of Revenue will also be suspended 
in that part of the country j and you will corrc.spond on matters both 
of Revenue and Police directly with this Govermnent, receiving your 
•orders from the Lieutenant-Governor alone. 
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4. A Proclamation lias already been issued forbidding other thatt 
duly authorized persons to carry arms in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, 
and another Proclamation will follow, declaring the Jynteeah Territory 
in a state of rebellion. This last will be accompanied by a Commission, 
under Act XI. of 1857, in your name and the names of Major Rowlatt 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson for the trial of all offences referred 
to in that Act. 

5. As the Licutcnant-Covcmor understands from copies of commu¬ 
nications which have been submitted to this Government that you have 

t 

already visited in your Military capacity part of the country in rebel¬ 
lion, he trusts that you will be able to inform him, at an early date, of 
the origin and extent of the insurrection. Hitherto the Lieutenant- 
Governor regrets to observe, that the information which lias been placed 
before him lias been of such a meagre character as to preclude him fi’om 
issuing any particular instructions on the subject. Beyond a vague and 
iinsupportiid statement that the Income Tax is supposed to have caused 
the insurrection. Major Rowlatt has afforded no information whatever 
regarding the motive, origin, or character of this event. The Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor feels that, while you will be prompt to. punish all open 
resistance, and to secure the early submission of the insurgent party, 
your object w'ill also be to inform yourself and to report upon the points 
on which the Government is now’ in the dark j and to explain to all the 
people of the Jynteeah Hills that if they have any grievances to com¬ 
plain of, such grievaiiecb will be duly considered if represented in a 
projicr manner. 


No. S80A. 

Corv forwarded to the Commissioner of Assam for information. 


No. 890A. 

Copy forwarded to the Officiating Commissioner of Dacca for infor¬ 
mation. 


No. 801 A. 

Copy forw'ardcd to the Board of Revenue for information. 
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From E. H. Litshikgton. Esq., Secretaiy to llie Government of Bengal, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,—(No, 8S4A., dated 
the 2nd April 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknoTrledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1G09, datcdlhe 28th ultimo, and, with reference to the 4th paragraph 
thereof, to state that the Licntcnant-Govcnior has gladly availed liim- 
sclf of the preferred services of Brigadier-General Showers, and has, in 
anticij)ation of formal sanction, invested him wi%plenary poM’crs in 
the Cossvah and Jvntccah IJills. , 

2. A copy of the letter* ‘of instructions addressed to General 
* No. essA. of this (!«} ’«date. Shoucrs is herewith submitted for the 
infomiat(pn of the Govcnimcnt of India. 

From E. IT. LrsnisciTOK, Esq., Sccreliiry to the Oovoniracnt of Bengal, to 
BaiGADlEn-GBNFnAi Sr. G. D. Suowebs, Comm.anding Presidency Division, 
Major E. A. Rowiatt, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah 
Hills, .Hid Ltevtf.nant-Coi,onei.W. Kick ARDSOX.Coramaniling the 41lh Regi¬ 
ment, Bengal Native Infantry, —(Nos. 885A., 886A., and 887A., dated the 2ud 
April 1852.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor 

* 

lias been pleased to apiioint you to he a Commishioncr, under Act XI. 
of 1857, in the .Tyntccali Tcn ilory for tlic trial of all crimes and 
offences punishable under the said Act, and to forward to you a Com¬ 
mission duly signed by him. 

Proclamation,—(No. 81)2A., dated the 2nd April 18G2.) 

It is hereby proclaimed and notified, that the Jyntccali Territory 
being in a state of rebellion. Commissioners have been appointed, under 
Section III, of Act No. XL of 1&57, for the trial of all persons who 
shall be charged witli having committed, within that Territoiy, any of 
the crimes mentioned in Sections L, II., or III. of that Act; and that 
the full powers specified in Section IV. of the said Act have been con¬ 
ferred upon the Commissioners. 

Memorandum from Major Hesbt IIopkikson, Agent, Govemor General, and Com* 
miasioner, North-East Frontier,—(No. 27, dated the 2itb March 1862.) 
Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
information. 
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From Hajob Uebbt Hopkinsok, Agent, Governor General, and Commissioner of 
Assam, to MAroB-OBNERin St. G. D. Sqowebs, Commanding the Presidency 
Division,—(l^o. 17, dated tho 24th March 1S62.) 

Sir, 

In accordance with instractions received from Government, 
I have the honor to place the services of Mr. Extra Assistant Com¬ 
missioner J. B. ShadweU at yonr disposal while you may be engaged 
in the Cossyah and Jyntceah Frontier, or so long as you may require 
them. 0 

2. Mr. Shadwcll writes me that you have applied to him direct for 
his services, and that very properly he has placed himself under your 
orders, making over his Treasury to Lieutenant W. Campbell, Com¬ 
manding at Cherra Poonjec. I shall be obliged by your, dirceting 
Lieutentant Campbell to continue in charge of the Treasury until ! 
can make other arrangements. 

8. Mr. Shadwcll has been instracted that he attends you, as nearly 
as possible, in the relation of a personal Assistant, that you may avail 
yourself of his local knowledge, and that he may help you to informa¬ 
tion. lie will not, of course, interfere in any way, or take any part 
in your communications with the regular District Officers, nor has he 
any other power except common Magisterial power. 

4. Mr. Shadwcll is the only Officer I have familiar with the Cossyah 
language, and on that account I trust that you will find him most 
useful. 

From J. P. H. Wabu, Esq., Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 946A., dated the 4th April 1862.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to inform you, in reply to your communication 
No. 27, dated the 24th ultimo, that the Lieutenant-Governor approves 
of your having placed the services of Extra Assistant Commissioner 
Mr. J. B. ShadweU at the disposal of Major-General Showers, the 
Commissioner in the Cossyah and Jynteeah HiUs. 


Memorandum from Bbioadieb-Genebal St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—'(dated 26th March 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lientenaut-Govemor. 
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From BbioadieE'Gexerai St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding Presidency Divi¬ 
sion, to the Adjutant-General of the Army, Head-Quarters,—(No. 39A., dated the 
2Glh March 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE tlic honor to fonvnrd, for submission to Ilis Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chit*f, a Report from Colonel II. E. Dunsford, c. b., 
Commanding the Troops in Sylhet, of the successful attack of the 
Vtoekaded village of “ Ralliong” by the Troops under his Command on 
the 30th instant. 

2. I beg to call Ilis Exccllcncy^s attention to the excellent arrange¬ 
ments made by Colonel Dunsford in planning the attack on this posi¬ 
tion, €'ind«to the completeness of his plans for surrounding the village 
of ‘^Munsow,” to which may be attributed the evaeiiation of this 
strongly fortified position without resi.stanee. 

3. 1 have also to suhmit, for Ills Exeelbniey's favorable considera¬ 
tion, tlic good conduct and clieerlhl spirit displayed by the 'I'roops 
engaged in these harassing operations. 


From CouiXEL 11. P. Dcnsforu, c. p., Cuiuumnding Trooiw in Sylliet, to llu« Assi^1ant 
Adjutant-General of the rresideiicy Division,—(dated Camp AlniiKOw, the 22rd 
Alareh 18G2.) 

Slit, 


My Progress Report, whieli 1 forward with this’for submission 
to llrigadier-Cencral Showers, c. a.. Commanding the Presidency Divi¬ 
sion, will have informed you of my having cngag(;d the Rebels at 
Jlalliong on the 20th inst.'vnt. I have now the honor to transmit a more 
tietailed account of the action. 


The village of Ralliong is situated about twenty miles cast north-ea.st 
of Jowai, and is a large and prasjKjrous Town built as most of the 
villages in this part of the country, and in a very scattered manner, 
the houses being in clusters of three and four together on the slopes of 
hills with ravines running between the different clusters; they arc well 
raised, substantially built of wood, with plank or matted walls, and 
.thatched roofs. 
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Major Rowlatt, the Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah Hillsj who 
accompanies me, Inul received intimation from his spies that tlu; place 


SSTH ]IR0IM1!5T, PrSJAB 
lUFASTliT. 

4 Eiiropmul Olficcra. 

6 Native Otiiucra. 

198 lionk and Pile. 


44Tn Krqiurnt, Natitb 
1nfa«1£X. 

4 European Officers. 

3 Nati\c Officers. 

174 llauk and FUc, 


was strongly stockaded and we 
might anticipate considerable 
opposition. I marclicd from 
Shamphong with tJic Force m 
per margin, and on approach¬ 


ing within about two hundred yards of the stockade of Ealliong, which 


is distant from the village about a quarter of a mile, I found a strong 
stockade had been thrown across the road, extending, in a semi-circular 


form, about 250 yards, the strongest part of which lay immediately 
across the road (a narrow foot-path) by which I was advancing. 


The former experience of Lieutenant-Colonel Eicliardson, Command¬ 
ing Her Maj(*sty^s-tlth Regiment, Native Infantry, and Major Rowlatt, 
had taught tlieni that the stockade on the path-Avay was always the 
strongest and most obstinately defended, and thus cautioned me to 
avoid an assault on that if possible. I therefore directed a Company of 
the 28th Regiment, Punjab Infantiy, and a Company of the 41th Regi¬ 
ment Native Infantry to endeavor to turn tlic flanks, but owing to the 
deep and prcci[)itous ravines in front this was found impracticable, and 
tluiy simultaneously attacked each side sind under a heavy fire of match¬ 
locks and arrows carried it with a rush. Tlie loss to the Rebels w'as not 
very severe, as we found only two bodies in the entrencliment, and three 
said to have been killed by the piu’tics I immediately sent into the 
ravines in pursuit. The cntrcnchmcut consisted of a ditch about three 
feet deep and as.many wide, filled with a chi-aiuv dcfrlse of sharp spiked 
bamboos; the earth had been thrown up as a breastwork and w'as hea¬ 
vily looprholcd and crowned by a thick palisade of spiked, closely 
entwined bamboos six or seven foot high. The density of the jungle 
favored the retreat of the Rebels, and, lightly equipped as they are, 
when once they get into the ravines and jungles it is almost hopeless to 
pursue. Our loss was trifling, being two men slightly wounded with 
arrows, and four by bamlmo stakes. The stockade and village have been 
totally destroyed, and I yesterday made a march on this place, which is 
also heavily stockaded ; but the Rebels, seeing I had made arrangements 
to attack them on aU sides at once, again resorted to their rapines and 
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jungles, and "wn entered witlwut opposition an extensive double line of 
stockade which it must have taken some some eight hundred or a 
thousand men hard labor for a month to erect. This is the first occasion 
of their giving up a stockade without some shew of resistance, and may 
1 ho|)c, be taken as an indication of their feeling the contest to be 
hopeless, and that they may now soon return to their more peaceable 
pursuits. Although their loss of life may not have been considerable, 
they will for many years feel the loss of property the rebellion has 
cost them, as it has been the Deputy Commissioner's policy throughout 
to destroy stockaded villages, a duty ho has been enabled to carry 
out by the success which has hitherto attended all the assaults made by 

Lieutcnai^-Colonel Richardson and his gallant Regiment. 

« 

The health and spirits of Officers and men are excellent, though the 
duties have been harassing. Our future movements will depend upon 
the reports received by the Deputy Commissioner. 


From CoicsEt H. F. Dusspoan, c. b,, Commanding Troops in Sylhet, to Captaik 
E. K. 0. QitBEBT, Assistant Adjutaut>QcnoraI, Presidency Division,—(dated 
Camp Munsow, tlie 23rd March 1862.) 

Sib, 

Foe the information of Brigadier-General Showers, c. n., Com- 
■ manding the Presidency Division, I have the honor to report progress 
since the date of my last communication, dated 15th instant. 

I6th March .—^Entered the Cossyah IIUls from Jyntccahpore to Arawai 
Pooiijcc, a distance of twenty miles, accompanied by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson and Major Rowlatt, leaving a Detachment of sixty- 
Ihrce Rank and File of the 41th Regiment Native Infantry,#under a 
Native Officer at Jyntceahpore. My former letter reported the arrange¬ 
ments 1 had made for the protection of the Southern portion of these 
Hills by the Detachment of the 28th Regiment Punjab Infantry, under 
the Command of Captain Robinson, and Detachments of the 44th 
Regiment Native Inffintry, atjlioollagool and Gowine Ghdt. 

17<A. Marcft.—From Amwai Poonjee to Jowai, a distance of twelve 
miles, leaving a Detachment eff thirty-four Rank and File under a 
Native Officer for the former place. 


8 
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18i/i March .—From Jowai to the villages of Chota and Burra L'atta- 
bur, the former a strong stockaded village which had been previously 
carried by Lieutenant-Cotoncl Richardson, the latter deserted but not 
stockaded as was represented, and consequently spared at the request of 
the Deputy Commissioner, whose policy it has been throughout to spare 
those villages which have shewn no menacing attitude, although the 
feelings and actions of the occupants may have been otherwise un¬ 
friendly. Returned to Jowai about sunset. 

19th March .—From Jowai to Shamphong about twelve miles. This 
village had been strongly stockaded and been carried with severe loss to 
the Rebels by one of Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson's spirited attacks 
and was supposed to have been again placed in a state of defence; but 
I found it much the same as he represents it to have been left. A few 
shots and arrows fired on our pickets from the jungles at night,, but 
without effect. 

20rii March .—^Left Shamphong for Ralliong at 9 a. m., and arrived 
about 11 before a strong stockade, covering the south-western front of 
the village and extending semi-circularly about 250 yards; the entrance 
or gateway being in the centre, exactly in the road (a narrow foot-path) 
commanded by a flanking fire on each side, the village being surroimded 
by dense jungle of forest and under-wood with deep ravines (or kormngs 
as they arc here termed) immediately in front. The stockade consisted 
of a ditch about three feet wide and as many deep with a chevam de . 
friHC of sharp pointed bamboos at the bottom and for many yards in 
advance of it. The earth from the ditch had been thrown up as an 
embankment to about six feet high, loop-holed and surmounted by thick 
closely entwined bamboos about the same height as the ditch. On 
approaching within 200 yards of the place I threw a Company of the 
28th, aift a Company of the 44th Regiment Native Infantry, into skir¬ 
mishing order with directions to turn the flanks, but this was found 
impracticable from the deep ravines to their front. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Richardson and Major Rowlatt had given me the benefit of their former 
experience and cautioned me against an attack in front, which the 
Rebels were always prepared for and made their strongest and best 
defended position. The attack was consequently made on both flanks at 
once by the skirmishers and carried with the trifling loss of two men 
slightly wounded by arrows, and four by stakes of pointed bamboos. 
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The Rebels dispersed dovtn the ravines and dense jnnigles, and 1 at oncfr 
sent out skirmishers in pursuit, but the density of the jungles lendera 
such pursuit alincKst jio|)eless against men so lightly equipped and 
acquainted with every route and by-path. We killed two Rebels within 
the stockade and three are reported to have been kiUed in the jungle. 

It is difficult to estimate the number opposed to us on this occasion, but 
1 should imagine, from the sharp fusilade kept up on us on our approach,, 
the Rebels must haA'c had about forty or fifty fire-arms, and have nmn- 
bered in all from three to four hundred. The two killed in the entrench¬ 
ment were armed with matchlock^* and their weapons have been cap¬ 
tured. The village of Ralliong is apparently a large and prosperous 
one; the houses good and well stored with rice in the husk. It will be 
destroyerj^ on our leaving it, unless the ringleaders sneenmh. Bivouacked 
for the night in the village the pickets constantly fired on but with- 
out loss. 

21 st March .—Left Ralliong with an escort of twenty-five men of the 
2Stli Regiment Punjab Infantry, and the same number of the 44th 
Regiment Native Infantry, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Richard¬ 
son and Major llowlatt, to reconnoitre the village of Munsow, a distance 
of about twelve miles. The country for the most part open and undu¬ 
lating with a tolerable road. An occasional shot from scouts from the 
jungh's but without effect. Clot within about 300 yards of the stockade 
which J found extended about a quarter of a mile from south-west to 
north-east along the crest of a high Hill with a Banking stockade nin- 
ning due cast at the foot of the Hill. The ravines on the east very steep 
but not very thickly wooded, those on the west steep and dense jungle- 
Returned to Ralliong about sunset, the stockades of which were burnt 
during my absence. 

SSrtf March .—^Lcft Ralliong, accompanied by all the Force at my dis¬ 
posal, at 8 A. M., leaving a strong rear Guard with instructions to burn 
the Town, and arrived opposite Munsow about eleven. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson, with a party of fifty of the 28th Regiment Punjab 
Infantry, and fifty of the 44th Regiment Native Infantry, made a detour 
to the right to take the Rebels in rear if possible, with instmetions to 
fire a volley ai a signal on getting into position. A similar number of 
the same Regiment under my own personal Command were held in 
readiness for the assault in the north-eastern front. A party of fifty 
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men, tinder Captain Buist, Adjntant, 44th Regiment Natire Infantry, 
to make a false attack on the south, their strongest point; a party of 
twenty men under a Native Officer to scour the ravines and jungles on 
the west; and Lieutenant Bartleman, with fifty Sepoys of the 4<3rd liegi- 
jnent Native Infantry, whom I had previously summoned to co-operate 
with me from Nurteng, to look out for stragglers on the north and 
north-west. All our arrangements were completed by twelve and with 
every chance of success, when we found, on advancing, the place was 
(!ompletcly evacuated and the extensive fortifications, which must have 
taken some eight hundred or a thousand men for about a month to con¬ 
struct, were left undefended. I have had men scouring the ravines and 
jungles all day, but from the extreme difficulty of the country the 
Rebels arc enabled to effect their escape with impunity, and''three of 
their number only have been killed. From their making no attempt to 
defend a stockade which it has cost them so much labor and expense to 
erect, it may, I think, be inferred that they feel it now hopeless to con¬ 
tend against the Force brought against them. I intend to halt to¬ 
morrow to destroy the defences, and my subsequent movements will 
depend on tlie reports brought in of the Rebels. 

The health and spirits of both Officers and men in these harassing 
duties are excellent. * 


Memoranilum from BKiGADisa-G£NEBA.L St. G. D. Showebs, o. b., Commanding the 
Presidency Division,—(dated the 27th March 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to tho Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Brigadier-General St. Q. D. Showers, c. r., Commanding tho Presidency 
Division, to the Adjatant-Qcneral of the Army, Head-Quarters,—fNo. 35A., dated 
Camp Jowai, the 27th March 1862.) 

Sia, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Ilis Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-in-Chiof, that I formed my Head-Quarters at this 
place on the 25th instant, and found that Colonel Dunsford, c. b., with 
the Force under his Command, had the day before returned from his 
expedition against '' Balliong” and " Munsow,” the report of which 
I have submitted with my letter No. 29A. of fke 26th instant. 
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2. I have now the ]}leosTirc to fonvard, for submission to TIis Excol- 
leney and for the iufonnation of Government, a Beport irom Major 
Itowlatt, the Deputy Commissioner of the District, stating that the 
Rebels have dispersed in small parties, and that there is but little pro¬ 
bability of their attempting any further combined resistance, and recom¬ 
mending that four or five of tho principal villages of the Rebels should 
be occupied by our Detachments, so as to afford any necessary aid to the 
Police in restoring the pacification of tho District. 

{1. This successful result of our Military operations in the District is 
very satisfactory. It is to be attributed to the activity of Colonel II. F. 
Dunsford, c. «., immediately on assuming Command of the Troops, and 
to the previous operations of Lieutenant-Colonel W. Richardson, Com¬ 
manding 44tli Native Infantry. 

4. I have already reported ray opinion of Colonel Dunsford’s expe¬ 
dition against the stockaded villages of “Rnlliong” and “Munsow," and 
it is now my duty to bring to tho favorable Hotico of Ilis Excellency the 
spirited and wolU])lamicd assaults made by Lieutenant-Colonel W, 
Kicliardson and tho small body of men under his Command, on tho 
stockaded positions of “Jalong,”“ Munsow,^^ “Lafcoober,”and^'Ooksaie.” 
The conduct of both these Ofiicers, with the OflRcers and men under 
their Command from tho 28th and 44th Native Infantry, merit the 
approbation of tlie Commandcr-iu-Chief and of Goveminont. 

5. As arranged wiUi Major Rowlatt 1 have directed tbo Detachments 
of tho 33rd Native Infantry, under the Command of Major Longmoro 
and ♦Lieutenant IValcott, to continue their march on tlio villages of 
** SatoTigah** and Balao,” and on their occupying those positions they 
will maintain them mitil further orders. 

6. The villages of Nurteng,” “ Munsow,” and ** Nongtalong** will 
also be held by Detachments from tho 28th ond 44th Native Infantry, 
and Colonel Dunsford, c. B., Commaiiding in the District, will have his 
llead-Quarters at “ Jowai.” These Detachments will have out-posts 
in the villages in the vicinity, and will send out parties to patrol the 
country, and it will be observed that the positions they occupy will 
command the whole of the disturbed portion of the District. They are 
generally within one or two days maich of one another, and no body of 
Rebels can be assembled, and no stockade built up, without being 
attacked by one or other of tho Detachmeute. 
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7. As this is the second time the District has bi'oken out against 
the State, I have to recommend that these Detachments should retaan 
their posts throughout the rains. 

From Ma^os E. A. Sowiatt, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossjah and Jynteeab 
Hills, to BHiOAi>i£B*GEM£aAL St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commandmg the Presi¬ 
dency Division,—(dated the 22nd March 1862.) 

Sm, ' 

As all the stockaded villages of the Jynteeah Rebels have now 

been taken, and the Rebels themselves have dispersed and become 
scattered in small bodies, there seems, I think, but little probability of 
thoir attempting any farther combined resistance. All, therefore, that 
now remains to be done towards the pacification of the country is to 
occupy these Hills with Troops so as effectually to prevent <;he Rebels 
from rallying at any one particular point, which can, I think, be best 
effected by placing Detaclimcnts of Troops at four or five of the prin¬ 
cipal villages and so disti-fbuted that, shoidd the Police require the 
support of the Military, some may be near at hand to afford them the 
necessary aid. At present the Police Force at my disposal is so limited 
that they, by themselves, can do but little. I have, however, received 
permission from the Agent to the Governor General, North-East Frontier, 
to raise an additional Force for semce in the Jynteeah Hills, and as 
soon as they are organized they will be employed in apprehending the 
ringleaders; this done, there will bo no chance of further disturbances 
taking place, and as the Rebel leaders are seciured, the Troops might 
be gradually withdrawn, leaving, of course, a strong Detachment at Jowai 
which must, as hitherto, be occupied by a Military Guard of sufficient 
strength to resist any attacks that could be made against it. I further 
am of opinion that it will bo politic to keep a larger Force in these Hills 
than that stationed in them previous to the outbreak of the present 
rebelhon, as the small numbers available for active operations at the 
commencement of the disturbances undoubtedly encouraged the Rebels 
to resist, and induced many to join in the rebellion who, if a greater 
display of force could havo been made at once, would not have ventured 
to do so. 

2. As the above comprises the result of our conference of this jnom- 
ing, I trust you will do me the favor of issuing your ordei^ for carrying 
the some into effect as soon as may be practicable. 
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From Mijrox Henby IIopkiksok, Agent, Governor General, and Commivsioner o( 
Asaam, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,~(No. 36, dated the 28th 
March 1862.) 

SiRj 

I HAVE the honor to submit herewith a note which I have 
just received from Major Rowlatt, os it is possible that, being of late 
date, it may roach you earlier than any intelligence ho has forwarded the 
Government direct, and 1 should be glad that the Government received 
the earliest intimation that the troubles in Jynteeoh promised at length 
to bo coming to a close. 

2. It would seem os if the insurrection had died out, or was about 
to die out, pretty much in the way I reported to Government I thought 
it would, tliat the insurgents would give in out of sheer weariness with¬ 
out our liaving the opportunity of punisliing them very severely. 

3. I hope Major llowlatt’s messenger will be in time to stop the 
advance of the Brigadier-General and the two Columns of the 33rd 
Uegiment. 


From Major E. A. Rowlatt, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteoah 
Hills, to Major Henry Hopkinson, Agent, Governor General, North-Eaafe 
Frontier, and Commissioner of Assam,—(dated Camp Jowai, the 26th March 1862.) 

My DEAR IIOFKINSON, 

Just a line to say that wo arrived here* yesterday evening firom 
Munsow ; we remained there on the 22nd and 23rd, and have left a 
party of fifty men to prevent the Rebels from rallying again at that 
place, but as it was not defended I think they now see it is perfectly 
hopless to hold out against us any longer; so as far as fighting goes 
the affair is, I believe, ended. I shall now direct my attention chiefly 
to getting hold of the ringleaders, and when they are secured the 
country will soon settle down quietly.'' By yesterday^s Ddfc wo received 
letters from General Showers telling us he had arrived at Cherra 
Poonjee, and would be here to-day; ho told me ho had ordered two 
Columns of the 33rd to enter the Hills, one vid Moorallee, and the 
other by Bui^hAt. I hope they won't have got far before we be 
able to stop them, as it is quite uimecessary to have any more Troops 
sent into the Hills. As soon as the General arrives I abidl tiy to get 
him to settle something regarding the position the stockade her© idiould 
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ocotipy; the present place is, I consider, untenable. Now that these 
Khassoalis aro beginning to use fire-arms it must cither be built at some 
other place hero; or, if one is not procurable, at Nurteng. When this 
is acceded to I shall be able to answer your letter about the roads 
required in these Hills. 1 shall also try to get the General to go to 
Shillong, where I am very anxious to go to meet McRae, who, I hear, 
is to be there in a day or two. I am glad to see the Government wish 
to have the road carried on as quickly as possible. I think it must bo 
passable all the way down by this tune. 


From J. P. II. Waed, Esq., Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 9G9A., dated the 7th April'1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 36, 
dated the 28th ultimo, and its enclosure, and in reply to state that 
the Lioutenant-Govemar is glad to hear that the insurrection is at an 
end; but that he cannot think it at all creditable to the local administra¬ 
tion that absolutely nothing whatever has oven yet been ascertained of 
the cause of tho nsing. 

3. Indeed Major Rowlatt not only does not appear to have made tho 
slightest attempt to enquire into tho cause, but ho even now seems not 
to bo tho least aware that his duty requires him to make any attempt 
of tho sort; whilst this snpineness does not seem to have attracted your 
attention. 

8. A copy of this correspondence will bo sent to General Showers, 
under whose oinlcrs Major Rowlatt now is. 

No. 970A. 

Copy of this letter, and of tho one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
for tho information of the Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteah 
Hills. 


No. 971A. 

Copy of this letter, and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Mflitaiy Department, for 
information. 
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llcownuidttm bm BtlftiJDiSB P. CbotlwtltctiAg 0 iivs P»lri4bac7,^r(di^d 

the 8^ April,1862.} 

Fobwabded to the Secretaij to toe Gbyemment of Bengal for iafor* 
mation. 


Memerandom from BaieAoiBB-GBEERAi. Br. 0. D. Ssowebs, c. b., ComtnaiidJii; 

PresideiK^ Division. 

Fobwakded to toe Adjjatant-General of toe Army f8r sabmission 
to Hia ExoeUency toe Commander-in-Cbief. The selection of a Detach¬ 
ment to visit the line of conntry between Burghftt and Battoo was 
very judicious, and it was well conducted by Captain Bobinscm, 


From CoLOBit. H, P. DimsFoiin, Commanding Sylhet Foroe, to CArrAiB E. K. O. 
Gilbbbt, Assistant Adjutant-General, with BaraAniBn Geubbai. Showbbs, o,^., 
Sylhet,—(No. 63, dated Camp Jowai, the 2dth March 1862.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE toe honor to forward, for submission to the Brigadier- - 
General, Commanding toe Division, the Diary of Captain Bobinson, 
Commanding toe Left Wing of the 28th Bogiment Punjab Infantry, 
together with a separate Boport of that Officer’s advance from Nong- 
talong to Battoo, and I would beg to solicit the Brigadier-General’s 
attention to the able manner in which Captain Bobinson seems to have 
carried out his arduous duties. 


From CATTAur A. Bobikson, Commanding Loft Wing, 28th Bogiment Punjab Infan¬ 
try, to COLOBBL Dunsford, c. b., Commuiding the Sylhet Distriet*—(dated 
Bongtalong, 14th March 1862.) 

Su, 

7th Mutch 1862.-~I have the honor to forward you a Diaiy 
of toe proceedings of toe Left Wing, 28to Begiment Pni^’ab Iniantiy, 
since its arrival at this village. I broke ground from lynteeahpore at 
10 A. K* on toe 7to for tois place. Part toe Wing I broughtin boats 
to toe foot of the and as there was a great scarcity of bents, 
1 had to amd some of my men on elephants across oounbry. The two 

9 
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I) 0 i;acHm 6 ats met at ilie foot of the Hill at 3 t. m., when I commenced 
my march up the Hill and reached Notgielong a little before dusk. 
Here I met Lieutenant-Colonel Bichordson and Major Rowlatt. By 
Colonel Richardson I was directed to make areconnoissance of the stockade 
of Ooska on the 9th instant, and to meet him at noon on the following 
day, the 10th, and make a combined attack on the stockade. 


1 Capftiim. 

■ 1 AHBwtant Surgeon. 
1 Subwlar. 

1 Havildar. 
a Naicks. 

30 Sepoys. 

1 Uuglcr. 


8 lh MarcL-—Halted this day. 

9th lfa-rcft-,*-Marohed from Nongtalong at 74 a. m., with a Detach- 

ment, sttength as per margin. The road or 
pathway was over most difficult countiy and 
coinpletoly surrounded by dense jungles. The 
descent to a ravine and opposite ascent was 
very trying and harassing to the men. Reached 
the top of the Hill without opposition, and, after proceeding for half a 
mile, saw some half a dozen of the enemy in front waiting our approach. 
I detached a couple of File of men to look after these fellows, but they 
liad disappeared in the jnngle. I now considered it nocessaiy to move 
with the greatest caution, as the jungle was so dense on either side of 
the pathway, it was (juite imjiossiblo to see half a dozen yards into it, 
but it affoi-ded capital cover to the enemy. I advanced three File in 
extended order to precede the Detachment, wken within 300 yards of 
the stockade a volley of arrows was fired into my advanced skirmishers. 
JThe enemy were impeifoctly seen for a moment and then disappeared 
down the Hill. A pretty sharp fire was kept up in the direction from 
which the arrows first came, and one of the enemy killed. I now con¬ 
sidered it advisable to return ha^^ng gained the information I came in 
search of, vis., how many hours it would take me the following day to 
reach the stockade by noon from Nongtalong. No sooner had I turned 
my back on the stockade than the whole of the siurounding Hills teemed 
with yells and cries of the enemy j they hovered in our rear an4 sight as 
we were descending the Hill to the ravine, pouring down masses of rock 
and stone on us. On reaching the ravine the howling and screaming of 
these savages was perfectly deafening. They &ncied, 1 imagined, they had 
got ns into a trap. We wore met here by a volley of arrows and stones 
from both Hills. My guide also informed me{|||m pass we had come by 
in the morning was occupied by the enemy. Fortonat^y th^waa 
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another road a UttlQ to our nght and lesapredipitotts j tibe eoetuy were itL 
full force hero, also hurling stones down on us. There was nothing left 
for us but to run tho gauntlet and get to the top of the Hill as soon as 
possible. I directed my men to keep up a continued fire in any direction 
they thought the enemy might be. This checked them in a measure.- I 
finally reached the top of the Hill fortunately without losing a man^ 1 
reached my camp at Nougtalong by 5 P. M. Of the enemy killed this 
day there were six, and one wounded, 

10th March .—Marched Irom Nougtalong at 6^ a. m., strength as per 

margiir, leaving a Havildar party for the pro* 
tection of the Magazines and camp. Beached 
Ooska exactly at noon, as appointed by 
Colonel Richai’dson. Met with no opposition 
of any kind on tho way. As soon as my 
Detachment appeared in front of the stockade a shower of arrows was 
poured into us. I directed a part of my men to keep a[) a brisk fire on 
the stockade, and with the rest closed in. As soon as an entrance was 
effected, which occupied from five to ten minutes, tho enemy were seen 
escaping in tho opposite direction down the Hill. My men had not an 
oj^portnnity of closing with them. The village was burnt to the ground; 
not a hut was left. I had three men wounded in tho attack. Colonel 
llichurdson desired mo to leave a Native Oflieer party in the stjjckade 
to prevent the enemy re-occupying it. This was done, and I commenced, 
with the remainder of my Detachment, my march back to Nongtalong. 
At the ravine mentioned in yesterday’s Report I halted- the men for 
refreshments, having taken in haversack a day’s supply with me. After 
an hour I commenced ascending the Hill the Detachment had come by 
in the morning. Sending on an advanced Guard in extended order, they 
had gone not more than a couple of hundred yards, wlien several massive 
rocks were hurled down upon them. To-day tho enemy were particu¬ 
larly quiet and there was no means of ascertaining their whereabouts. 
As this ascent was particularly steep and straight I must have lost a 
number of men had I attempted to force it. I at once sounded the 
retreat and re-commenced the ascent by tlm path 1 had taken yesterday. 
Here also the enemy were prepared to oppose our progress, and the oppo¬ 
sition offered was mnq^ more determined than on the previous occasion. 
The only method of deposing of the enemy was by keeping op an irre*' 
golar and continued fire. In about half an hour the Detacbnient reached 


1 Captain. 

1 Liratenant. 

1 Aosiiitant Surgeon. 

2 Subadani. 

2 Jemndan. 

10 Hnvildnr^ 

4 Buglers. 
fiS Buk and File. 
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1 lAentenant. 

1 Doebn'. 

1 Jemadar. 

S Haviklan. 

1 Bugler. 

Si Baiu and Tile. 


9 BavQdaM. 

1 Bugkr. 

9 Rank and File. 


the crest of the Hill without the loss of a num. Qoe HaviMar ia Ihe 
ascent receivedi a serere contusion of the thigh from a fragment of a rock. 
Beached Nongtalong at \ past 5 p. m. * 
llth March .—Detached a party, strength as per margin, under lieu¬ 
tenant Marshall, to convey provisions to the 
party left yesterday at the stockade of Ooska, 
with instructions to return the following day; 
also wrote to Colonel Bichordson, informing 
him 1 could not provision the Ooska party 
without running the chance of losing a number of men from rocks and 
stones hurled down on us, having for two consecutive days met with 
obstinate and determined opposition. I beg to append Lieutenant 
Marshall's Beport. ^ 

I2th March ,—I left camp this morning about 11 o’clock with all the 

available men I had, strength as per margin, 
1 Subadar. leaving the usual Guards for the protection 

of the village. My object in moving out to 
day was to keep the way clear for Lieute¬ 
nant Marshall’s party who, 1 expected, would return by the ravine, the 
route he had taken yesterday, and where such determined opposition had 
been offered on two previous occasions. After waiting for two hours 1 
heard firing at a distance, and seeing no signs of my party returning I 
detOTXuned on going to the village of Sookah which, I had been given to 
understand, was stockaded. When within a few hundred ymrds of the 
place two of the viHagers came to surrender. On reaching Sookah 1 found 
it completely deserted. I destroyed and burnt the stockade but spared the 
village, as 1 was told a number of the villagers proposed coming in the 
following day to give themselves up, and returned to Nongtalong by 
I past 5 F. M. 

March ,—^Marched frmn Nongtalong f<xr the stockade of Lamin 

at 10 A. 91., witii party as per margin. Pre¬ 
vious to leaving camp some fifteen ci the 
Lamin men came in, and some from Sookah. 
Beached Lamin by noon. When about half¬ 
way met bem fifteen to twenty men on their 
way to camp to sugender, and at Lamin 
another batch gave themselves up. Passing through the village and 
advandng some 600 yards I came <m the stockade, which was in an 


1 Captain. 

1 Umtenani. 
1 Boetor. 

9 Sakadafs. 
a Jenuidara. 

9 HwOdiira. 
19 NuAi. 

4 Boidwa. 
1CX> Sapofi. 
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iiicoiiq>lete state. I^e approacli to it was by a rsme commanded by a 
gste>way where the enemy would undoubtedlyi had the stockade been 
defended, have made a stoutwesistance. It was built stmoething in the 
shape of a horse shoe and presented a firont of, I should think at least, 
from 600 to 700 yards wiidi dense jungle up to the waU. I destroyed as 
much of the stockade as possible during the three hours I remained. I 
then returned to my own camp, bringing with me all the villagers who 
had surrendered. 

\Uhf and 16M March .—Halted during these three days. More 
villagers from Lamin, Sookah, and'Koodeng came in, bringing with 
them swords, spears, shields, and a great number of bows and arrows. 

17th March .—Marched from Nongtalong at 6^ a. k., party as per 

margin, for the purpose of completely des¬ 
troying the stockade at Lamin. Taking 
with me the whole of the villagers who had 
surrendered from that place, fifty-three in 
number, and some thirty cooh’es from this, 
reached Lamin by 8| a. m. and found it re-occupied. Fired into the 
stockade. The whole of the villagers, besides those I had with me, 
most readily and willingly turned out to assist in destroying the 
stockades. By three r. m., I had entirely destroyed the wall, a very mas¬ 
sive one, and which had evidently been built for many years. The wood¬ 
work I collected into heaps and b^ed to ashes. By three r. m., the whole 
stockade was destroyed. I released the whole of the Prisoners but two 
the most influential men of the village. I regret I have not yet been 
able to apprehend the head man. I have offered a reward of 10 Rupees 
ibr him, and I fully anticipate before loi^ to sec him brought iu. 


1 Captain. 

1 Lieutenant. 

2 Suljodara. 

2 Jeinadara. 

6 Havildan, 

12 Nairlu. 

4 Buglers. 

SO Se^ys. 


From Liectekaht H. S. Maksu^li., 28th Regiment Punjab Tnfantry, to CAPTAnr A. 
Bobiksok. Commanding Left Wing, 28th Regiment Katire Infantry,—-(dated 
Kongtalong, ^e 12th March 1862.) 

Sib, 


I SAVB honor to report, for your information, that on idie 


1 Ideatenant. 

I Asnstaat Sargeon. 
1 Jemadar. 

S HaeiMms. 

.2 Nak^ 

1 

46 Bep^ 


morning of the 11th instant I started with 
a Detachment, strength as per margin, about 
10 o^dock A. M., for the purpose of convey^ 
ing provisions to a Guard left at the stock¬ 
aded village of Oewka. About 11 a. m., on 
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ill© same clay, wHlsfc ascending the opposite side of the ravine (previously^ 
mentioned by you) we were opposed by the enemy, who hurled very 
large masses of rock on us, thereby ^wounding Assistant Surgeon 
Thornton, one Sepoy, and one coolie. reached the abore-menti(med 
stockade about noon, where I found Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson and 
his party engaged in destroying it. At i past 3 o^clock p. ic*. I left 
tiie stockade in question and proceeded to Padoo, wh^e Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson is quartered, and remained there during the night. 
On the morning of the 12th instant at 10 A. m., 1 marched from 
Padoo taking a different route, so as to avoid the ravine. About ^ 
past 11 a. m., I arrived at a stockaded village, which was abandoned 
by the enemy and destinyed it as much as possible. We arrived at 
Nongtalong at i past 3 p. m. unmolested by the enemy. 


From CwTilut A. Robiuson, Commanding Left Wing, 28th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to Colokel II. F. Dtjssfobd, c. b., Commanding the Troops in the 
Coitftyah Hills,—(dated Nongtalong, the 27th March 1862.) 


Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for your information, that, agree¬ 
ably to instructions given mo by Major Rowlatt, Commissioner, Cossyah 
Hills, in your Camp at Jynteoahpore, ou the 15th instant, that I should' 
visit, if practicable, the villages of Battoo and Lunkadong, on my 
return from your Camp on tho 16th instant, I proceeded the following 
day to Lamin to bum the remainder of the stockade, I was unable for 
want of tiino to complete on my first visit. 

On the 31st instant the men of the Left Wing you had left behind 

at Jjiitecahpore joined me, and on the mora- 
No detail given.^ ^ 22nd I started from this village 

with my Detachment, strength as per margin, 
leaving behind a 0-uard for the protectitm of my Camp. Previous 
to marching 1 had made minute enquiries, and ascertained there was 
no good road to Battoo except by Jynteeahpore. I reached this latter 
place by 3 P. M. on the 32nd, and there learnt 1 should have to proceed 
part of the way by water. 1 directed the Darogah to collect as many 
boats as he could for me, and on the following morning, the 33rd, 1 
was told sixty-four were in readiness some six miles off. 1 mardied 
the Detachment off across country to the place where the boats were 
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oolleotodj sad ^barked fi}r at Widcb place I pioposed baiting. 

On the way I came across two villages, Viaaakden and Ebokanah> 
botb deserted; the inhabitanti being in the sorromtdmg jungle* Ubiey 
gave ns a volley of abuse ind warned the villagm^ on ahead of oar 
approach. About a mile from Burgh&t I met with four veiy strong 
rapids over which each boat had to be dragged separately. 1 reached 
my destination by 1 p. h., found the village situated at the foot of a 
veiy precipitous Hill and entirely deserted. , No sooner had I got my 
itton into it than the enemy began hurling masses of stones down on 
US, but fortunately without doing any mischief. The ascent to Battoo 
commenced at once from this village, and the guide, a very intelligent 
man I picked up at Jynteeahporo, informed me the ascent was a very 
difficult and dangerous ono and would occupy a hill hour. I fully 
aulic'ipatcd great opposition ascending it the following day. At tliis 
place there were the ruins of a house some forty yards from the river 
bank sun'oundod by high grass jungle, having six door-ways. I employ¬ 
ed the coolies cutting down the grass fifty yards all round it, and 
baiTicaded five of the openings witli stones breast high. I told oft' 
a Havildiir’s party tg occupy this for the protection of the boats. In 
the evening it came on to rain and continued to come down in torrents 
till 3 A. M. of tho 21111. 1 now became very anxious, thinking my 

communication by the river might bo cut off, as I found the boats, 
if tlie river rose, would not be able to' clear tho rapids without much 
danger and loss, and neither of the guides or coolies I had with mo 
knew the route back by the Hills. As soon as tho rain ceased I 
examined the river, and finding no perceptible increase, and as there 
was promise of fine- weather, I resolved going on to Battoo. A littlo 
after daybreak I got the men under anns and I commenced my 
march. It was fortunate I started so early, as I entirely took the Rebels 
by surprise. After ascending the Hill some 300 yards I found tho 
road stockaded, as also the Hill on the right; here I found large stones 
six and seven lashed together, ready to be hurled on us. As we ad¬ 
vanced, in every commanding position the same preparations were 
made for our reception. Just as the advance Guard gained the summit 
of tbe Hill, they saw a party of the enemy on the way down, evidently 
with the intention of manning the several stockades we had jnst passed. 
When within three miles of Battoo, and after making a descent, the 
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ttdvBnoed Gtiard waa ired cm bj the enemy. My men returned it, but it 
Bppeered -witliout producing any good. Jnet as.I ordered to cease 
.fiM j^eof S^ys saw a wounded'man being dragged into a care. 
I aent down a party to turn them out j five were at once killed and 
two m e" wounded in this encounter. I had three men wounded slight> 
ly, one by an arrow in the face, a second by a spear in the leg, and the 
thiid by a sword cut. This caused half an hour’s delay. The jungle was 
so thick, it was almost impossible to see the enemy or ascertain their 
numbers. About half an hour after this affair we got into a clear country 
free from all jungle, with undulating Hills all round, Battoo standing 
on one somewhat higher flum the rest. The Hills were covered with 
the enemy both in front and rear, and on both flanks I shopld think 
there could not have been less than eight hundred. When within a 
quarter of a mile of the village 1 halted the men for ten minutes. I 
then advanced with the advanced Guard and Light Company in ex¬ 
tended order under Lieutenant Marshall, and detached Sub-Divisions 
to the right and 1^ under Native Officers, keeping the remainder in 
reserve. As we advanced the enemy retreated, and by the time we 
had reached the village we found it entirely abandoned, the enemy 
having bolted down a precipice. The only stockade 1 could discover 
here was a stonework breast high aU round the village, which was of 
great extent, and as I' had not time to destroy it, I contented myself 
with making the Sepoys and Coolies fire the village, which in a few 
mmntes was a mass of flames. 

As it was now getting on towards the afternoon, I thought it advis¬ 
able to return to Burgh&t, as I expected further opposition on my 
wiQT badk. On the advance to the village wo killed one man and 

• w 

wounded two. On the way back I destroyed the village of OomhJehin. 
W© were fired on from this on our advance in the morning. Nb opposi- 
tkm was offered on our return, mid I reached Burgh&t by 4 p. h. 
Heavy rain again all night. On the morning of the 25th I found the 
river had risen considerably and determined at once to return to 
Jyntaeahpore. As soon as I had embarked the men I burnt Burgh&t 
and dress^' to the o^ipomte side; disembarked, tibe men and marched the 
xnan aiOroaB .country below the rapds, where I had ordered the bbi^ 
to^await my aniVal. I burnt the villages of Yissaden and Khokanah, 
prevSeusly mtotion^d and retmned to Nongtalong yesterday. 
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Sftittanuidttta (Ikxa 9». ** 

. IVtiidanej DividiMu 

Forwabdzo to tlie Socrottoy to'tho Bei^lp} foif^the* 

infonnattiioii of Hk Honor the Idei^etiitfit-CSovmkor, 


FnMaOoco»ii:i H. F. IhTlraroB]^ Ctonmaaffing Sylhat Field Fonw, to Cunciiff 
E. K. 0. Qxuxitf Deputy Aeaistaat ▲4i'it>at*Q«tenl, ^Tendency Diviale&i*^ 
,(No. 63, dated Camp Jowiu» the 2od April 1663.) 

e 

Sib, 

I BATx tile honor to report, for the mfomnaticttt of Bngadlert 
General Showers, g, b.. Commanding the Presidency Division, timt no¬ 
thing of importance has ocoorred in this District since the dat& of my * 
lart despatch. 

I have sent out patrols to^Mnnsow, Satongdh, Jilong, and Battao. l%e 
Detachment at Munsow report that one or two shots are occasionally 
fired on them at xdght, but hitherto without effect. The patrol foom 
Satongah returned on the SOth, having remained tiiore ono night. The 
village was stockaded but quite deserted. Tiui Da^gah held parley with 
the Bebols at a distance: they were invited to return to their homes, . 
and pardon promised to all who had not been ringleaders on their giving 
up their arms. They declared themselves faithful subjects of the Quec% 
but 1 have not heard of any of them coming in: they may possibly hais| 
gone to Nongtalong and surrendered to Captain Bobinsoa. The patnd 
to Jalong went out on the 31st under Command of lieutenant Sadleir: 
this village had been fonnerly burnt by Lieutenant-Colonel Eichardson, 
but,the stockade left standing: tim stockade has now beeji burnt. 1 
yestoday sent out another patrcd to Satongah to miSeavor to commnai- 
cate with |j|^ajor Longmete, Oommimding 33rd Regiment Kative In¬ 
fantry, who should have reached that post cm the 3let instant: this 
patrol was to go thence to Battao to meet the Detachment of the 33rd 
Regiment Native Infontry, under lieutenant Waldstt, from Jynteeah- 
pore. Lieutmunt^Colonel j^ichardson and Captain Bbbinson ate nibw 
patroling abontf Ooksai^ Fompadong, Nmihsatai, R!oo4ei^ Bad 
to the south. Many of the headmen cff tiieae nidges haswsmvittdac^ 
to Captain Robiimon and aieto be forwarded tp ^ 

the Deputy Commissioner. Chptsin tfobiitsoa mpocts lidiring taken , 
eleven fire-arms of sorts, twenty^ swprds, twmi^«B6Vfn shields, 14)9 

' 10 
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hcfifs^ ^260 amms. Major BowiiMit iitNfiiiofe^retsmedfitm £9iil« 
hmgt Imt ia oxpeotod to-day. Tlie Darogtdi Idft mth me atetea <liat a 
oenfereaoe of 'tiidBebelawaaiiddsear SltamphoiigeetliedOtii, mbm 
^aey 'were moat divided in tliw counoilaj neatly ilie Jomi men who 
have beffli the prime movera in the rebellioa having dedared in iavmr of' 
an immediatie ranrender anddedined to join in any hostile demonstratkm; 
othm iriare ibr maldng a M effort by an attack on the Ont-post of 
Mnnaow, and that failing, to netnni to their oocnpatimis. I sent oq^ a 
patrol to Monsow again to-day with snpplies for the Detadimeiit there. 
Unless the fields are sown within the next ten days there will be little 
^ joospect of a crop, and the people are reported to be already anffming 
from dearth of food. The Bii:ia}l village of JTnrooing, about air miles east 
of this, has been re-occupied and their arms are to be brought in to-day. 
They do not appear to We taken any active part in the rebellion. The 
general o|muon is that aU will settle down m the course of the next week 
and many of the ringleaders siurender. Ookiney Pattir, one of the 
leaders firom this, is said to be about to sue for pardon. 

P. iSL'-^The Troops continue healthy, and snpplies abundant. For the 
latter I am indebted to the Collector of Sylhet. 


Vram BBUSADiaa-GBaziiAt St. 0. D. SHOwaas, c. a., CommiiiiiioDer of the Coeiiyah 
and Jynteeah Hilli, to th» Secretary to the Govenimeiit of Bckigal,—(No 2, dated 
Camp Jowai, the 16th April 1862.) 

Sm, 

' t 

I HAVE the honor to report that I have arrived at this place on 
the 13th instant, and issued a Ihndamarioh to the people, a copy (ff 
which is herewith forwarded for the infonnatjpn of Govemui^tw 

-r“ 

^*rodaaatioB,*—(the 14^ April ISffil.) 

BaiOADiaiuGieNxiuL Saowxu, c. a., (^ommanding the P^nraidency 
Divimon of the Army, has been appointed the Cammiasionm' of- the 
Cossyah and Jynteeah HiIDb. He has assumed charge of hia office and 
haa tida 6hiy eatabfifted hia Head-Qtaartma at Jowai Poonjee. 

. S, The Govnmnient have at the same time ordained Gtat Act XU 
of 1357 be brought into force in A Jynteeah Hifia, and Brigadiee* 



( » ) 


Geiml Slio?rec8 hereby prockums It Iq. iiid people. 
fiovp mmfwit had, ia its ol^etK^i witlilii^ meaeoee iaibe kepe tibal 
il^ petals would hare retnraed to iJieigJiilegianoe iidjlioi^cib^^^ Hi to 
resort to sadli sOTcniy. llie peopto tove oontoiiied headstroDg ‘ to 
freb^Uoa, and now toia severe Law has been estsbKsbed and will take itO 
eonrse. 

8. Biigadier-OaierBl Showers oalls npon all those who are friaads- of 
ord^ and lojal snlgecto of the British Government to assist him to res- 
tmii^ the peace of the Bistrict; at the same time he warns the 
toh^tants of the tHstricb*that all who are found harbouring the Bebels, 
or supplying them with provisions, or to any way assisting them, wiU 
rmider themselves liable to the penalties of the Act. , , 

4. The British Gk>vemment has no wish to inflict the miseries of a 
severe Law upon the people; it would be bei^ pleased to act for the 
peace, the happiness and the wel&re of its mbjects; and Br^adier- 
Goieral Showers, guided by the spirit of his Government, urges the 
people to apply for pardon and to return to their allegiance. 

5. If the people have miy grievances to be redressed they should 
make them known as the tjaw directs, and they Will be listehted to, 

but no complaints will be received so long as they are to a state of 
insurrection. 

6. Brigadier-General Showers has been informed that the mass of 
the people are loyally inclined, but that they are prevented from coming 
to by threats of certain evil-disposed men. Is any threat such men can 
hold oto more dreadful than to behold wives and children perishing from 
want and the inclemency of the weather? Brigadier-General Showers 
exhorts the people to give up such men, or proclaim them to ihe Govrnn- 
nmnt, that they may be treated as the distnrbmn of the pubhe peace and 
to conformi% with the pendties of the Act. 


From H. Bell, Esq., Under-Swritsrj to tbs Goremment of Bengal, to BiiOAnna* 
OnresAi. St. G. D. Sbowsm, c. b., Commiau<mer of the Cosejah and Jynteeali 
Hilla,->(No. 1185A., dated the SSth April 1862.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to admowledge the receipt of your lettmr No. 2, 
dated the I5th instant, and in reply totoform you that the Ltouteuai^t* 
Governor apfoovea of the ProefauM^on which you have isiued to titt 
pe(^ of the Confab aud JynteJB Bills. 
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No. It 


From Muok Hbkbt Hopxinson, Agent, Governor General, North-Eaat Froi^iov, 
to E. H. Li7SHiXe(C(»r, E 8 ( 2 ., Secretaiy to the Govemmoit of Bengid,— 
(No. 32, dated the 22nd March 1862.) 

Sib, 

I my& the honor to submit, herewith, copy of a letter firaan 
the Deputy Commiasioner of Nowgong, No. 24 of the 14th instant, 
reporting the particulars of an inroad made by a party of 150 Jynteeah 
Cossyahs into the Nowgong District, and their retirement before a party 
of the Assaloo Militia under the orders of Mr. Extra Assistant Com¬ 
missioner Ingels. 

2. Mr. Ingels' intervention was prompt, energetic, and very fortu¬ 
nate, and I shall be glad if it be thought to deserve an expression of 
the approbation of (^vemment. 

3. But, judging frcA^ the bold front which the Jynteeah Cossyahs 
have, in sevEa^ instances, shewn the regular Troops now employed 
against them, the retreat of a large party of them before eleven 
Policemen undd!^ a Civilian cannot be received as a measure of thdr 
behaviour on any future occasion, and it might be desirable to have a 
small Detachment of regular Sepoys to watch the country lying between 
the Borpanee and Kopili Rivers, as suggested by Lieutenant Sconce, 
if there were any regular Sepoys in Assam available for the duty; but, 
as I have before reported, the Head-Quarters of both the Local Regi¬ 
ments in tins Province have been abready drained to their last man, 
and I can take no other action on Lieutenant Sconce's representations 
than to submit them to Government in illustration of what I have 
before reported of the jiossibility of the Cossyahs carrying the War into 
the Nowgong District, and that we had no Force to oppose them in Uiat 


n 


direction. 


Prom IdBUTiNAOT! H. Sconce, Deputy Commieeioner of Nowgong, to Majob Henbt 
Hopeiksoh, Agent, Govwnor General, North-East Frontier,—(No. 24, dated the 
14th March 1862.) 

Sib, 

1 HAVE the honor to state that, when I was at Kheranee on 
the 12th instant, I met Mr. Extra Assistant Ingels, from whom 1 learnt 
that, (m the 8th instant, finding*^at some armed Ckjssyahs wmre 
assembled near Kheranee, but on^ie opposite mde of the Kopili, 



( ri ) 


he cfDssed over wilJi fourteen i^en ef tiie Fi^ce HiUtia. Afl^r ^pro> 
oeeding dght miles Mr. IngeU came upon almat 150 Cosi^aliB armed 
mth bows and arrows, shields, la]|;e d&os, and a lew guns. As socm as 
Mr. Ingels and his party appeared were received with a flight of 
arrows. The Cossyahs were quickly driven away, but th^ left behind 
them suffident of their Arms to equip forty odd men. These Arms 
I saw at Ehownee, but the particulars the account I learnt verbally 
from Mr. Ingels, his written Report having crossed me on my way to 
Khmanee. 

2. I have not yet received the* tl^port, but I hasten to inform you 
of the event. The despatch will be forwarded on receipt. 

3. Some days ago when I received a mmonr of Kheranee being 
endangered, I immediately requested Mr. Ingels (who was in that 

^ neighbourhood) to g8 there with all his available Forces, and I also 
authorized him to cross to the western side ofthe Kopili if necessary, 
notwithstanding that his jurisdiction does not extend there. He, 
however, had not received my instructions when the above circum- 
stances occurred, and therefore I consider he acted witV^at spirit and 
promptitude in taking upon himself the responsibility which he did. 
The result for the present is very satisfactory. No Cossyahs were in 
the vicinity, or even in this District, within forty-eight hours after 
Mr. Ingels' pursuit. 

4. After what has happened it will be impossible to feel secure for^ 
a day unless some more efficient means of protection are provided. 
For the present Mr. Ingels will remain near the Kopili, on the east bank, 
with about forty Sepoys of the Police Militia, nine of these having 
been withdrawn from Nowgong, leaving me here with eleven men, 
instead of twenty, to guard the Treasury. 

5. But Mr. Ingels cannot long remain at the north-western comer 
of his Sub-Division and leave the opposite side open to the Nagas* 

I thmnfore hope 'that means may be found for pTa/^iwg fifty regular 
Sepoys at my disposal in and about Rongkang and Sofola Purbut 
Mouzaha. In this manner the country lying between the Boipanee and 
Kopili (which is most exposed to sudden attack) will be safe. 


No. 932A. 

Copt forwarded for the inforpation of Brigadier-General SllEfnrmB 
C om missi o ner of the Coasyah and Jynteeah Hill« 
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P* H. Waxd, Qffleiatiiig UjaderrSeoreiaiy to the GiDTonaient of Bengil, 

. to the Commieeioner of Assam,—(No. 935A*f dated the 4th A^ri} 1862.) 

Sib, 

I directed to acknowled^ the receipt of jour letter No. S£, 
dBted the 22iid ultimo, reporting on the jnrompt' and energetic conduct 
of Extra iLstistant * ComnuBsioner Mr. Ingels in repelling an inroad 
xnadebj a party of Jjnteedh Cossyahs into the Nowgong District, oii 
the 8th idem; and in reply to request that you will be so good as to 
convey to Mr. Ingels an expression of the Lieutenant-(TOTemor*s entire 
Approbation of his promptitude on this occasion. 

— - ■#- 7 - 

Hemorandum from BaiOADiBB’GEaxBiii P. Habbis, Commanding Fnaidenoy Din* 

aion,—(dated the 3rd April 1862.) 

Forwabdbd to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for infor¬ 
mation. • 

From Captaik B. G. Chabbsbs, Commanding Detachment, 43rd Begiment Light 
Infantry, in Nowgong District, to the Assistant A^atant*GeneraI, Presidency 
Division,—(N^IO, dated the 19th March 1862.) 

SlE, ^ 

I HAVE the honor to report,.^r the information of the Briga- 
dier-Gmeral Commanding the Presidency Division, that, in accordance 
with the accompanying copy of a letter No. 39 of this date, from the 
D(q[>uty Commissioner of Nowgong, requiring Military idd in punishing 
certain Cossyahs who are reported as committii^ depredations in his 
District, it is my intention to proceed to-morrow with a Detachment 
43rd Eegiment Light Infantry, strength as per accompanying present 
state, into the District. 

I received intimation last evening from the Deputy Commissioner of 
Nowgong, which caused me to countermand my order for the men who. 
came with me from the Tezpore Detachment to proceed this day to 
rqjoih their Head-Quarters as reported in my letter of the 17th instant. 
No. 6. 

From' Matob Hsbbbbt Soorcb, Deputy Ckunmissioner of Assam, to Caftaiv B. G. 
Chambxbs, Commanding Detachment, 43rd Begiment Idght InfSuitiy, in 
Nowgong Duiril^—(dated the 19th March 1862.) 

Sir# 

I SAVE the honor to inform you that I have just received in- 
formatkm that a ^rty amed Ccesyahs (Iheir strength not known) 
attacked and pandered a villige named Bandole in North Gaduur about 
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& jfc. M. the 17ih: iiistKit. It is atoted that, olthottgii tiro patootifl 
haye been wounded by arrows, the Cpssyahs had fire-atnui which they* 
used, but with what effect I cannot say. 

2. It appears that main body of the aboye-mmitioned Cossya^ 
is, or was until recently, collected within the Cherra Poonjee District on 
the sonth bank of the Riyer “ Lairee,*' which flows into the Equli, 
below the ** Kopili Falls," which ore about three marches soiUh of 
Kheranee. 

3. The Cossyahs thus threaten North Gochar, of which the Kopili 
is the western boundary and Nowgong;, which is divided &om the Cherra 
District by the Lairee. 

4. It is therefore of the utmost importance that the Cossyahs should 
be driven out of North Cachar and prevented from crossing either the 
Lairee or Kopili. To accomplish this I shall require all the aid you 
can afford me. 

5. I may mention that 1 have, including Non-Commusioned Oflicers, 

forty-two Police Militia, now at Kheranee, ^ud they arc ready to act in 
concert with whatever Force you may take. • 

6. In this emergency I think you could safely draw on yo^ Rhoda- 

goore Guard, which just now is not so important as it was a few months 
ago. • - 


Presmt $tate of a Detachment, 43rd Regiment Native Infantry, proceed^ 
ing on service into the No'wgong District. 

Nowgong, 19th March 1862. 
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(Signed) R. G. Cbambebs, Captam, 
Commanding Detachment, 43rd Regiment Light Infmiry, 

Nowgong^^ Distnet. 
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Ifttubnutdinn from Majob Hbkbt Hopkihbow, A^t» Gorenior Gdnerfll, IToitli* 
East FroaUar,-H(No. 10, doted Gie 26th March 1862.) 

Fobwabded tathe Secretaiy to the Gk^vemment of Bengal forinfor* 
mation in continuation of letter No. 33 of the instant. 


From Ma^ob Hbnbt Hopkibson, Agent, Governor ileneral, and Commissioner of 
Assam, to Bbioa»ieb<Gbhkbal Sr. G. D. Showbbs, Commanding Presidencgr 
Division, Sylhet,—(No. 18, dated the 26th March 1862.)' 

Sib, 

Ik continuation of my letter of yesterday's date, No. 16, 
I have the honor to inform you that 1 hare just received an account 
from the Mohurir of Thannah Jaggee of another irruption of Jynteeahs 
into Nillee Pergunnah, -which is only two good marches from Gbwhatty. 
I send you a translation of the Mohurir's statement. The cruel treat¬ 
ment of the Lalong woman by the Jynteeahs, though for itself matter 
of regret, is re-assuring as to the danger, up to the present time, of 
the Lalongs and Jynteeahs. fraternizing, as 1 have reason to suppose 
they mi|ht do, and so cause great mischief. I beg that measures be 
at once taken to stop the descent of the Jynteeahs into the Plains on 
this side. 

The Mohurir’s report was brought me by if gentleman, a European 
Tea Planter, who had been obliged to abandon his plantation on the 
approach of the Cossyahs. I do not know what property or buildings 
he has got on it, but thay will probaldy destroy all. The remedy 
-wiU prove worse than the disease if, in quelling the disturbances in 
Jynteeah, wc allow the insurgents to carry the flame of msurreetion 
into Nillee and Baha. It is not much consolation to me that I foresaw 
that all this must happen and vainly tried to avert it by pointing out 
that all the Military operations should not have been undertaken from 
the Sylhet side, but writing on such points is of no avail. I -wish you 
could have jSrst seen the Jynteeah and Cossyah Hills from this side. 


The Petition of HqMx MoHnnAB, Mohurir of Thannah Jaggee, posted at Nillee, to 
the 8aperintnident of Police, Afi8am,--(dated 83rd March 1862.) , 

1BESPECTFULLT beg to State that last night at 2 o'clock about forty 
Cossyahs, armed with daos, arrows, and muskets, made an attack 
on the shop of one Ununtoram Beparee at Polasgooree, in Mouzidi 
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Nillee, and wotinded Taiigonee, a Lalong TRromah, in flbe hand ws& 
adao; the wound was about four fingei^lcmg, three fingers broad, 
and one finger deep; they also beat another Lalong woman named 
Powlaee with a musket, and, having broken open several ohests 
belonging to Ununtoram, plundered all the property contained in them. 
I went to the spot this poming and enquired into what had occurred 
there, and in the course of my investigation I found nine iron and 
four bamboo bows, one Garrow cap of broad cloth, one cotton Garrow 
cloth, and I immediately sent all these things with my Report to 
the Thutmah at Jaggee. UnuntOram’s and his neiglibour Kristonath 
Shomers property have also been plundered, and as they are all insen¬ 
sible at present, they cannot give the exact amount of the property 
pluttdered. There is no probability of the death of the woman by the 
wound. 


From J. P. II. \Vaiii>, Esq., Officiating Under-Sccr^Ury. to the Government of 
llengal, to the Coininissioiier of Assain,—(No. OGCA., dated the 7th April 18G2.) 
Sib, 

1 AM directed by the Licutcnant-Govenior to acknowledge 
the receipt of your endorsement No. 10, dated the 25th ultimo, and 
its annexurc, relative to the irruption , of Jyntceahs into Nillce Per- 
gunnah, about two marches from Gowhatty, and in reply to state that, 
in regard to the wants of Assam, you should communicate directly 
with General Show'crs. 


No. 967A. 

Copy foiwardcd for the information of the Commissioner of the 
Cossyah and Jyuteeah HiUs with reference to Major Hopkiiison's letter 
to his address No. 18, dated the 25th ultimo. 


No. 0C8A, ^ 

Copt of this letter, and of the endorsement and annexures to which 
it replies, forwarded for the information of the Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, in the Military Department. 


11 
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nioin Majob Henkt Hopkihsob, Agent, Governor General, North-East Fiontiia*, 
to the Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 33, dated the 24th 
March 1863.) ^ 

' Sib, 

In continuation of my letter, to your address, No. 32 of the 
22nd instant, I have the honor to submit, herewith, copy of a letter 
from the Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong, reporting anothm* descent 
by the Jynteeah insurgents into Sub-Division, North Cachar, Nowgong 
District. 

2. 1 regret |hat my suggestions "were not approved of in regard to 
the despatch of a portion of the Force destined for service in the Jyn¬ 
teeah Hills vid the Brahmapootra to operate if they were wanted from 
the Gowhatty side, instead of posting up Detachment after Detachpaent 
to Sylhet. 

3. I have sent a copy of Lieutenant Sconce^s Despatch to Brigadier 
General Showers, Commanding the Division, who, I hear from 
my Extra Assistant at Cherra Poonjee, has arrived in Sylliet. It is 
another disappointment to mo that the Brigadier-General did not come, 
in the first instance, to Gowhatty. I harvu been informed that Brigadier- 
General Showers has been deputed by Government to report on the 
defences of the Province, and I think it would have both promoted the 
views of Government, and materially assisted the General, had he come 
here first to confer with me as the chief Civil and Political Officer in 
the Province, and on a question in which in that capacity I have the 
greatest interest, and which I have now for some months been carefully 
studying. I think that if the Brigadier-General had been placed in 
unreserved personal communication with me, that I might have afibrded 
him information, which he could hardly obtain in any other way, and 
which would have proved of service to him both in regard to the matter 
of the Frontier defences generally, and to the speedy settlement of the 
Jynteeah difficulty. 

From Ltsctbrani Hebbebi Scokce, Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong, Assam, to 
Majob Hesbv Hopkiksok, Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier,— 
(No. SO, dated the 19th March 1862.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to state that I have just received hasty 
information from Mr. Ingels that Bandah, in North Cachar, had been 
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attacked on the 17th instant, at 5 a. u., by some aimed Cos87ahs,#e 
Tillage burnt and plundered, and a man and a woman wounded by 
arrows. The former is named Baheeram, who has joined Mr. Ingels 
at Kheranee. The accompanying copy of letter No. 29 of this date, 
which I have addressed to Captain Chambers, Commanding in Now« 
gong, will shew you all I«know and the measures I propose taking. 

2. To>morrow morning, at 3 a. m., Captain Chambers will start for 
Kheranec with a Detachment of sixty-eight men. 1 myself am going 
to the same place, but I shall start at once. 

3. It is .most fortunate that I have just been able to stop Captain 
Chambers, who was this very day going to leave Nowgong for Tezporc 
with' a Detachment of eighteen Sc])oys. By taking these men, and 
some from the Station, and withdrawing a portion of the Phooloogooric 
Guard, the Force now available will amount to sixty-eight men. 

From E. H. LnsniNorox, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to the Com¬ 
missioner of Assam,—(No. 1117A., dated the 21at April 1862.) 

Sir, 

” I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 33, 

dated the 24th ultimo, reporting another descent of a party of the Jyn- 
teeah Cossyahs into North Caehar, and expressing your regret tliat tlio 
33rd llegiment Native Infantry was not sent to Assam, as recommended 
by you, and that General Showers did not pass by Gowhatty in visiting 
the Jynteeah Hills. 

2. In reply I am desired to observe that when the 33rd Regiment was 
first placed at the disposal of this Government for service in the North- 
Eastern Frontier the Lieutenant-Governor, at the request of the Govora- 
ment of India, selected Sylhet as the most suitable place to which the 
Regiment should proceed, as it was the nearest and most accessible point 
to the scene of the disturbances in the Cossyah HiUs. Brigadier-General 
Showers was informed of this, and the necessary arrangements made 
accordingly. 

3. Subsequently, when the Lieutenant-Governor took it under his 
consideration to determine the place to which the Regiment should ulti¬ 
mately proceed after the suppression of the Cossyah disturbances, your 
opinion was requested on the subject. In answering this reference you 
recommended the immediate despatch of the Regiment to Tezpore in¬ 
stead of to Sylhet. 
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m, But as Brigadier-General Showers had, in the meanwhile, been 
deputed by the Government of India to consider the question of the 
Militaiy defences of the Eastern Frontier, you were informed, in reply, 
in my letter No. 733A., dated the 23nd ultimo, that it would be advisa¬ 
ble to be guided by General Showers, who was then on the spot, and in 
a better position to judge on the point than any other person. You will 
thus observe that you wore mistaken in stating in your letter, now under 
reference, that your recommen^tion regarding the station of the 33rd 
Regiment was disapproved. 

5. Adverting to your other complaint that Brigadier-General Showers 
did not, in the first instance, go to Gowhatty, I am desired to observe 
that this was a matter in which it would appear that the,Brigadier- 
General was left to follow his own judgment; and as the Jynteeah Hills 
were the actual scene of disturbances the Lieutenant-Governor has no 
doubt that this able and experienced Offices*, in going to Sylliet, and so 
to the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, chose that coarse which was, oii the 
whole, the most advisable. 

memorandum from Majoe ITeney Hopkinson, Agent, Governor General, Nortli-Eiwt 
Frontier,—(Ifo, 15, dated the 14th April 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Govdinment of Bengal for infor¬ 
mation. A report has been niado to Brigadier-General Showers. 

From Lievteeaxt Heebeet Sconce, Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong, Assam, to 
Majoe Heney IIofkinson, Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier,— 
(No. 42, dated the 9th April 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have received intimation 
from Mr. Extra Assistant Commissioner Ingels that tho Moekir villages 
of Oompoo and Oongur, on the west bank of tho Kopili (and near the 
Falls), arc said to have been plundered by tho Rebel Cossyahs on or 
about the 30th ultimo. 

2. Tho above has been communicated to - Captain Chambers, Com¬ 
manding tho Detachment on the hanks of the Kopili, and as Mr. Ingels 
is in the ueighhoorhood, I have requested him to &vor me with the 
details of the case as soon as possible. 


No. III. 


Extract from a letter from Maxoa IIekbt Hopkiksok, Agent, Governor General. 

North'East Frontier, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 13, 

dated the 131h February 18C2.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE not yet obtained an Official Report of the causes of 
the disturbance from Major Rowlatt, but in a communication, which I 
may, perhaps, treat as demi-official,* he writes as follows:— 

You ask me the cause of the outbreak—it is simply that the evil 
disposed wish to throAv off their allegiance to our Government; they 
wisli to ffavc to pay no taxes; they doh^t like any control being 
exercised over them, and therefore want to get rid of both the Thannah 
and Military Guard; they, in a word, wish to be entirely independent, 
so that they may do just as they like; they prefer the savage to the 
civilized state—this, however, only applies to those who have joined in 
tliis rebellion, who don^t, I should say, exceed 600 out of a male adult 
jiopulatiou of 12 to 15,000—they are composed of all the bad 
<*haraetcrs—thieves, robbers, gamblers, drunkards, and bla<?kguards 
of all descriptions, who, if ^y get the upper-hand, would tyrannize 
over and oppress all the quiet-going respectable people. 

The village form of Government is purely Republican, and in its 
results produces just the same effect as we see to be the case in 
America: the noisy, forward, Aow, and unscriqiulous have it nt'iirly all 
their own way, and keep the quiet and respectable iicople in such terror 
that they are afraid to offer any opposition. 

The affair is completely local, so we need not, I think, trouble our¬ 
selves with any one except the Rebels now in the field. I am assured 
by the Magistrate of Sylliet that the Jyntecah Rajali has nothing to 
do with any parties up here, but I still think he would be far better 
at Dacca than at Sylliet.*' 

4. This is not a complete explanation, but it will be remembered 
that the cause of the previous rebellion in Jyntecah the year before last 
was involved in very great .obscurity; and what Mr. David Scott said * 
of the Cossyahs thirty years ago is still true of their Jynteeah brethren 



( 86 ) 


to this day “that the caprice and inconsistency of these mountaineers 
is such as to baffle all anticipation of their proceedings in any parti¬ 
cular case, their actions appearing to proceed from the impulse of the 
moment, with little or no consideration either of their own interest, 
or of the probability of their being able to do any serious damage to 
those whom they wish to injure.” I could compile a long list of causes 
which might have had their effect in precipitating the present out¬ 
break, but my impressions should be better verified than they are yet 
before they find place in an official document* The outbreak must 
be first quelled, and then I hope to investigate its origin and submit 
suggestions for preventing anything of the kind happening again. I 
regret to find that it shoqld have occasioned so much apprehension 
as it appears to have done in Calcutta, and which may be partly 
attributable to a confusion regarding its nature and locality; thus a 
Telegram communicated by the Government to the Press is headed 
“Outbreak at Cherra Poonjec”; the villages, the scene of the distur¬ 
bances, being nearer Assam and from fifty to eighty miles distant from 
Cherra Poonjee, and still further from Sylhct, which is also said to 
be menaced. 

5. In compliance with the earnest i^uisition of Major Rowlatt, 
I have requested the Officer Commanding the Regiment here to des¬ 
patch a Company to Major RowlatPs assistance: this will leave Gow- 
hatty with little else than recruits in it. 


From E. H. Lvsiitnoton, Esq., Secretary to the Government ofDengal, to the Com¬ 
missioner of Assam,—(No. 643A., dated the 10th March 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 12, dated the 13th ultimo, forwarding Major RowlatPs demi-official 
note in explanation of the causes of the outbreak in the Coasyah Hills; 
of No, 14, dated the 15th idem, submitting, in continuation of former 
letters, a farther account of Major RowlatPs operations against the 
Rebels, and expressing your disappointment at the non-arrival of the 
* Force expected by you; and of No, 4 of the 21st ultimo, enclosing a 
copy of letter from Major Rowlatt, dated 15th February, stating that. 
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untit additional Troops had arriv^^ he conld not hold .oat mndi hopes 
of snppressing the rebellion. 

2. In reply I am desired by the Lientenant-GoTemor to refer yott 
to my separate letter of this date, No. 644A., communicating the result 
of the correspondence with the Government of India on the subject of 
increasing the Military Force in the Eastern Frontier. 

3. You have already been informed by my letter No. 892, dated the 
14th ultimo, that, since the occurrence of the Cossyah outbreak, two 
Native Begiments have been ordered to the eastward. 

4. Your letter, No. 12 of the 13th, contains the first report received 
that gives any idea of the character of the rising as at present appa¬ 
rent. The explanation, however, is so very meagre as to be almost un¬ 
deserving of the name. The Lieutenant-Governor would have supposed, 
notwithstanding the alleged difficulty described in your 4th paragraph 
of accounting for the intentions of the Cossyahs, that Major Rowlatt 
would have been able to have found out some more important parti¬ 
culars than those now under notice. Major Eowlatt, the Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor would observe, at the time of writing this explanation, 
had been several days engaged in quelling the insurrection; he had 
also got so far as to asccrtaSi that it was confined to a thirtieth part 
of the whole population, and yet it would appear that he was unable 
to state anything more definite as to the’grievances of this small 
portion of the inhabitants than that they wanted to throw off all power 
and to become independent. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the urgent call of the 
Government for full information as to the cause of this outbreak, and 
the enlarged opportunity of collecting information which has since been 
afforded to Major Bowlatt by a prolonged detention in the disaffected 
part of the country, will combine lo call forth from him a comprehen¬ 
sive account of the origin of the whole affair without further delay. 


Memoraadum from B. AsBacaovBis, Esq., Officiating CommiMioner of the Dacca 
Division,—(No. 70, dated the 7th March 1862.) 

Copy of the following letter i.s forwarded for the information Of the 
Uon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
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From Majob E. A. EowtATT, Pepafy CoromisMOBer of the Cossyah and JyiSeeah 
Hilla, to K. Abbbcbosibik, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
—(No. 160, dated the 27th February 1862.) 

* Sib, 

With reference to your letter No. 207, dated the 20th instant, 
just received, and the Government Telegram of the same date, enquiring 
as to the cause of the insurrection, I request you will do liie the favor 
of communicating to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor the following 
reply:— 

None of the Rebels have yet cdmo in or been apprehended; their 
reasons for rebelling cannot, therefore, be ascertained ; but it is gene¬ 
rally reported that the imposition of the Income I'ax is the chief cause, 
besides which thoy object to any control being exercised over them. 
A full report will bo made as soon as the cause of the rising can be 
correctly ascertained. 


From J. P. H. Ward, Esq., Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 679A., dated the ISth March 1862.) 

SlB, 

I AM directed to forward to you the annexed copy of a lettei', 
dated the 27th ultimo, from the Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah 
and Jyntceah Hills, to the address of the Officiating Commissioner of 
Dacca, and to state tliat the Lieutenant-Governor cannot but feel it to 
be very nnsatisfactoiy that Major Rowlatt, up to so late a date, has 
ascertained nothing rebable regarding the object of the insurrection, 
and has still omitted to report anything regarding its character or 
extent. 

2. Major Rowlatt says that it is generally reported that the imposi¬ 
tion of the Income Tax is the chief cause. But he does not say a word 
as to what has actually been done in the matter of the imposition of 
the Income Tax which could have had such consequences. It seems 
probable that very few of the people inhabiting the Jynteeah Hills can 
have been liable to Income Tax. 

3. At this distance any detailed oiders would be more likely to do 
harm than good. The Government must trust entirely to you. But 
you must understand that you are youi’self expected to take any action 
that may be necessary in the Civil Department for expediting the 
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suppression of this insuirection, and for obtaining full information of its 
character and purpose. ^Vith this object the Lieutenant-Governor 
authorizes you to make any new arrangements for the Civil Adminis¬ 
tration of the District in question that you may think expedient. ^ 


No. 680A. 

Copy of the above, and of the letter therein referred to, forwarded for 
the information of the Government of India in the Home Department. 


From W. Gbbt, Esq., Secreta^ to the Q-overomcnt of India, Home Department, 
to £. H. Lushington, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 1100, 
dated i^e 28th February 1862.) * 

Sib, 

With reference to Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson’s Reports, 
dated the 9th and the 11th instant, copies of which, it is believed, have 
been furnished to the Government of Bengal, I am desired by the 
Governor General in Council to enquire whether tho Civil Officer, Major 
Rowlatt, who has been present with Colonel Richardson during his 
operations, has given, or is able to give, any explanation of the resistance 
which has been so perscvoringly offered to authority in the District under 
his charge. 


From J. P. H. Wabd, Esq., Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Secretary to tho Government of India, Home Department,— (No. 737A., 
dated the 22nd March 1862*) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter 
No. IlOO, dated the 28th ultimo, enquiring whether Major Rowlatt, 
Deputy Commissioner of tho Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, has given, or 
is able to give, any explanation of the resistance which has been so 
perscveringly offered to authority in the District under his charge, and 
in reply to refer to the endorsement from this Office No. 680A., dated 
the 18th instant, which shews that up to this time Major Rowlatt has 
not obtained grounds for any reliable opinion on the subject, the reason 
assigned for this want of certain information being that none of the in¬ 
surgents have as yet been apprehended. 


12 
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4<* 


From Major Hbhbt Hopkikson, Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 20, dated the 28th Feb- 
roaiy 1862.) 

• Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, to 
my address, No. 392A. of the 14th instant, 
No.8,da^3irtidbm(j, acknowledging the Reports, cited in the 

margin, in connection with the disturbances 
in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, but mentioning that a Report &om 
Major Rowlatt, posted by me on the'26th ultimo, and referred to in my 
letter of the 31st ultimo, had apparently miscarried. It may have since 
come to liand however,^! now send a copy, and I wish that,the infor¬ 
mation it contains had been of a more important character. 

2. The circumstances attending the breaking out of this insurrec¬ 
tion arc certainly very unaccountable. Major Rowlatt had reported to 
me, and I had also represented to Government, that the state of public 
feeling in Jynteeah was unsatisfactory. In the beginning of January 
Major Rowlatt received warnings of a rising being intended, which he 
communicated to me, at the same time announcing his intention of 
proceeding to Jowai, the presumed focus of insurrection, to nip the 
conspiracy in the bud. On the 18th January, however, I got a note 
from him, telling me that “ matters appeared to bo pretty quiet in the 
Jynteeah direction,but that he w'as still going to Jowai, and was then 
about to set out. He went, satisfied himself that all was well, started 
to return to his Hcad-Cluarters again, but, w'hile on his first march, 
received the news that the country was up, that the Thaimali at Jowai 
had been burnt to the ground, and the Guaid there besieged. 

♦ 3. Major Rowlatt is an OfiScer of much experience; he acquired 
considerable credit from Government for the way inVhirii he brought 
the Jynteeah outbreak in 1860 to a close and settled the country. He 
has for months been living away from any Station, all by himself, 
among the Cossyahs not far from Jowai ; he is kind to these moun¬ 
taineers, and is understood to be popular among them; yet, never¬ 
theless, active rebellion breaks out at the very moment when, having 
made careful local enquiries, he had satisfied himself that, if there had 
been mischief brewing, it had blown over. 
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4. A people which cai; so well hide their designs may equally well 
preserve the secret of their motives, but it is almmit a reasonable con¬ 
clusion that there was neither motive nor plot. I have already quoted 
Mr. Scott on the extraordinary and unlooked for impulses to which 
these people at times surrender themselves. 

5. I c(^ainly would not have introduced such a Tax as the Income 
Tax among the Jynteeah people; but for that matter I would not have 
recommended its introduction in Assam, and I have no proof that the 
Jynteeah people have been displeased at its imposition. 

6. The appointment of Bengallee Officials over the people might be 
a cause of misdiief, but 1 do not think that there were any Bcngallees 
in employ in Jynteeah, when the disturbances broke out, except a 
Burkundauze or two at the Thanuah. The Barogali was a Cossyah. 

7. Major Kowlatt had not heard of any collision between the Police 
and any of the Doloyes : the Jalong people, it is said, did not like the 
Barogah going up to their village at the time of their Poojah, and say 
that his doing so interfered with their proceedings, which, as he went 
because he heard that they had been collecting a large number of fire¬ 
arms, was very likely the case. There is a story also that the Jowai 
people were offended at being prevented from burning their dead in a 
way that made them a nuisance to their neighbours, who complained 
against them. 

8. If the outbreak had any real specific cause I hope it will not be 
long before I shall be in a position to communicate it to the Govern¬ 
ment. Meanwhile it may be well to keep the following facts in liaiiid. 

9. That the Jynteeah people have ever been a rebellious and stiff¬ 
necked generation. 

10. In the earliest notice I have seen of the Jynteeah Cossyahs their 
Rajah is spoken ^f as, to a considerable degree, under the control of the 
chief people in the interior, who were " of a very independent and 
rather turbulent character.” 

11. The offering up human sacrifices is commonly a characteristic 
of the most unreclaimable savages, of those who are seldom broi^ht 
within the pale of civilization except by Ihe strong hand : it was the 
barbarous immolation of three of our subjects at the shrine of Kali by 
Chutter Sing, the Rajah of Goba, by order of the present £z-Rajah of 
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Jyntecah, that led to the seizure of the country, and I believe that, at 
the time of the disturbances at Fhpolgooree last October, a D&k runner 
was sacrificed in the same way by the same people. 

12. For years after the British Government had thus come into pos¬ 
session of Jynteeah we left the people to govern themselves through 
their Doloyes after their own fashion, and the struggle for power among 
these Doloyes kept the country in a constant turmoil, and produced ill 
blood among all classes. 

13. The Government at the same time negatived every suggestion 
for the imposition of any Tax of any kind upon them. 

14. This state of affairs continued up to the period of Mr. Allen's 
visit in 1858. He proposed that the Jyntceali mountaineers gliould be 
required to contribute something in acknowledgment of the supremacy 
of Government, and recommended a House Tax, but at the same time 
he was careful to make it part of his scheme that a European Officer 
should be stationed at Jowai. 


15, The Government agreed to the imposition of the House Tax, 
but negatived the appointment of the Euro])ean Officer. 

IG. The result of the House Tax was the Jynteeah rebellion of 1860; 
fortimately Troops were at hand ; four Dctaelimeuts aggregating 500 
men immediately tool: the field, tranquillity was restored, and the Tax 
came into full operation. 


17., Although the Jynteeali people had thus shewn that they would 
submit to even nominal taxation only at the point of the bayonet, the 
Income Tax was introduced among them in 1861, and the Troops which 
had so recently been employed in coercing them were at the same time 

reduced, and numbers of disbanded Soldiers 
wandering through the country suggested 
to the disaffected that, though we might 
raise our demands, we had no longer the 
same power to enforce them.* 


* In place of 600 men, as on the 
first occasion, Colonel Itichanisrm, 
at the outset of the present disturb* 
ance, could only bring some forty- 
seven UayonetB into tlio field. 


18. Later in the year accounts reached the Hills of the Duty to be 
imposed on “ Arts, Trades, and Dealings,” and towards its close the 
Jynteeah people heard how their brctlrren in the Plains of Roha had 
resisted an attempt to tax their pan and tobacco. 
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19. A people who have been neither left to their own guidance, 
nor jet fairly brought under onrs; i|pon whom our yoke has pressed 
with just sufScient force to gaO, bnt not to break into order j who have 
been denied the boon of having our rale represented among them by 
an English OfiScer, and of all our institutions who have known only 
oar system of Police as illustrated by a Police Thaunah on the 
Bengal model, and our latest experiments in the difficult art of tax- 
ation; who,, just after they have been taught the lesson that they 
could only be compelled to pay an obnoxious Tax by the application 
of Militaiy .force, are staightway further taxed, the means of com¬ 
pulsion being at the same time withdrawn, when such a people rise in 
rebellion, I would venture to suggest that it may not be very difficult 
to explain its origin and object without searching after recondite 
causes. 


20. I jicither wish to exaggerate facts, nor to array them unfairly, 
nor to force an inference from tliem that may discredit the policy 
which the Government has tliougiit fit to pursue in past years towjirds 
the Jyutccah District. Taking their acts separately, excellent reason 
will ahvays he found for the course pursued, and that the result in 
the aggregate would be so unfortunate could scarcely have been pre- 
dicti'd. 


I’nruei-aph 200.—Kt»pftrt ou tbc 
Aitniiniintrution of theCoa»yah and 
Ji ptttiulj JliU 'furritory. 

Paragraph 268. 


21. Mr. \V. J. Allen's approval of the'location of a Police Station 

at Jowai seems judicious when wc find that 
he contemplated the apjfointmcnt of a 
European Officer to this part of Assam; 
but when the European Officer was refused, 
and it was decided that the people should have as much as possible of 

the management of their own affairs in their 
Govminittnt of Bengal, to Agent own hanus,* to retain a Police which was 
aiBt* Aug^uSI. removed from anything like efficient super¬ 

vision was a course likely to lead to irrita¬ 


tion and mischief. 

22. Again, if our Civil and Criminal Courts were so bad that the 
less that was done at them the better, it was an obvious remedy that 
the people should be left to manage their ordinary affairs by them¬ 
selves ; it remained for experience to shew that this experiment would 
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result in our practically ceasing to be represented among them at all 

except by the FoUceman, or to Jiare any relations with them except 

through the tax-gatherer. The systm of paternal Goremment had 
% 

fallen into disgrace^ though none other has ever succeeded with bar¬ 
barous tribes. 

23. It is probable that neither Mr. Wilson, nor any other Member 
of the Government, would have approved of the introduction of the 
Income Tax into the Jynteeah District if the point could have been 
directly pressed upon his attention. But the Commissioner would be 
aware that the application of the* Tax to Jynteeah was hardly less 
expedient than to Assam generally, and the Government could not 
have admitted the inapplicability of the Tax to Assam. 

24. Then, lastly, as to the reduction of the Troops in Assam, it was 
unfortunate that it should have been simultaneous with the addition of a 
new Tax on a people who had just refused to pay any Tax except 
on compulsion, but it was part of an imperial scheme of reduction of 
the Militaiy Forces throughout India, against which, probably, many 
other Local Authorities remonstrated so far as it concerned them, while 
only tho event could make it apparent that the remonstrances of this 
OiHco or of the Military Authorities in Assam were better founded 
than those addressed from elsewhere. 

25. While, therefore, I greatly deplore tho course events have 
taken in Jynteeah, I think it was certainly beyond the control of the 
Local Authorities, and hardly within that of the Government. It was 
not possible that they should foresee what effect their various measures 
would have upon an obscure District of Assam. But whatever may be 
said of what has happened, I should wish to learn from it what our 
fixture management should bo. 

26. Such a project as evacuating the Jynteeah Hill Territory, or 
making its inhabitants as independent of us as the Cossyahs Ifroper 
are, cannot now bethought of; and I trust thatitwill.be admitted 
that the experiment which has been tried of leaving them almost as 
much to their own devices as if they wmre independent has signally 
failed. My first {ooposition is, therefore, that an Assistant Com¬ 
missioner, a Covenanted Officer, be {^pointed to Jynteeah and posted 
at Nurteng. He should receive, on first appointment, a salaiy of 
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Rupees 400 a xnontli, to be increased to Rnpees 500, or even 650 on 
passing an examinaticm in the Jynteeih dialect, and he would be imnie« 
diately subordinate to the Deputy Commissioner in charge of the 
Cossyah Hills. 

27. The next point to whidi I attach most importance is the 
immediate opening up of the Jynteeah up-lands by roads, and I again, 
as I have already done several times before, advocate the construction 
of the two roads uniting at Shillong, and leadiog one from Gowhatty, 
and the other from near Nuncklow (not the Nuncklow of the Cossyah 
Hills, but Nuncklow in the Nowgong District) on tho Grand Trunk 
Road between Gowhatty and Nowgong 6iv Ainsong, Oonbeng, Bor 
Panito AHprtiung, only four marches. We must have roads; wo Can 
do nothing; we can set nothing properly going without them; we can¬ 
not havo proper supervision; we cannot introduce Police; we cannot 
efficiently administer justice even without roads. All Military and 
Political administrations urge tho construction of roads upon us. Wo 
shall never have real possession of the country until we have roads. 
In the absence of roads tho strength of a barbarian enemy is increased 
tenfold, and commerce, tho great ci\Tlizer, cannot find him out. Educa- 
tiou, 1 mean education of the Schools, book learning, is almost 
thrown away where intercourse cannot take placo. Of late years the 
Public Press ha^ been eloquent on the theme of roads for India; the 
Government of Bengal have been unceasing in their efforts to improve 
communications throughout the Presidency; the Supreme Government 
have everywhere given all tho encouragement and support within their 
power to such undertakings. Her Majesty's Government notice every 
project for a road to egress their interest in it, and their desire that 
it should be carried out. But roads in India, in tho canal covered 
country of Bengal, or across the broad Plains of the Upper Provinces, 
are, as compared with Atads in the interior of Assam, what clothing 
in Calcutta is to clothing in Edinburgh. Notwithstanding all that 
has been said against the very objectionable system of impressing 
coolies, we have no choice, in the absence of roads, but to resort to it, 
as we are now doing in the operations going on in Jynteeah. I do not 
hesitate to say that it is the worst feature in the campaign that we 
must oppress our friends to vex our enemies. It is enough to turn true 
men into Rebels. When a wavering village has to choode between stand- 
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MTg fyst and liaving its seized and convearted into beasts of bordeo^ 
or Kuming away into the jungle, can we wonder if latter courto is 
jn^erred. 

28. Agaesmmt^^lt has been held in times past that the cnltivator 
in the Jynteeah District had no personal or hereditary right in the soil, 
but that all connected with it were summarily removable at the will of 
the ;Bajah. It has been ascertained, however, beyond dispute, that 
whatever the cultivator’s rights were, he was liable to land assessment 
at the discretion of the Government, and that nobody else had any 
rights in the land. The Doloyes and other headmen were removable at 
pleasure, and where they held lands held them only in virtue of their 
office* Upon this state of facts I would recommend the introduction of- the 
very simple system of assessment in force in British Burmah, and parti¬ 
cularly in its adaptation to the Tavoy Karons, a people whose circum¬ 
stances, position, and social condition are very much what those of the 
Jynteeah people are. Major Rowlatt has written, urging me to propose 
a Innd Tax in Jynteeah, and a proposition of his for a Poll Tax, in lieu 
oi the existing House Tax, was lately before the Government. Now, a 
Poll Tax and a Land Tax are the essential or substantive features of 
the Burmese system. 1 would assess all lands in cultivation, or in 
respect to which a private proprietary right was asserted, at one Rupee 
an acre; and 1 would impose a Poll Tax of one RupeJ a head on every 
■iwftlft between the ages of sixteen and sixty. 1 would appoint Doloyes 
to be the headmen of Pergunnahs and villages, as the Thoogrees and 
Rwa-goungs are in British Burmah, and 1 would suspend the operation 
of the Income Tax. It is a Tax utterly unsuited to such a people. 

29. There are scarcely any of the people in the Hills really with us; 
even those who have not actually taken up arms have been restrained 
by fear only firom doing so, and so far as they dare shew everywhere a 
dii^osition, according to Major RowlatPs accounts, to aid the insurgents. 
We may do what we will, offer what terms we like, we have a foe to 
deal with, who is evidently determined to examine no concession, but 
to protract the contest as long as possible, and to surrender only at 
discretion. We, therefore, on our side are free to consider what conditions 
it wdl be mpst suitable to impose. 

80. In regard to the administration of justice 1 would have the 
Assistant follow* the Civil and Criminal Codes of Procedure and Ihe 
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Peaa] Cods. He ^ nethuig liflEii; 

Civil Code provides unple oiiadimeiy £xr ilie deo^cfn 
tration, and the people shoold be mdnced to av:^ Itaaselw 
of ,^is mode of disposal of litigation. The AasStant vrmild 
Interpreter, and his proceedings should all be in the EngHsli ' 

as in the Pegu and Tenasserim Courts, the Cossjah not being a , 

l^guage. There must be no Bengallee writing inirodaoed, wEid 
r^rences to Sylhet, as, in regard to part of Jynteeah, is, I bdieve, now . 
the cose. Appeals should be brought either before the Governor Geneial's 
Agent, or the Assam Judicial Commissioner. The Govommaidi have 
directed that the Head-Quarters of the Commissioner and Gkyveniov 
Goneral's^gent be changed, and if they are moved to Shillong, ^ 
Jynteeah people will not have far to go ; but even if they had to come 
to Gowhatty, they would be better off than nine-tenths of the mhabitants 
of Assam, who have much further to come, and in either case principala 
come only by their own choice. 

31. Police ,—I am in doubt on this head, but I will join with Major 
Rowlatt in recommending that, as the Rebels will probably soon be 
broken up into small parties, an addition of two Havildars and 
Khasseoah Sepoys should be made to the present Force, which consists' 
of one Jemadar at Rupees 26-2, one HavUdar at Rupees 12-8, and 
twenty Sepoys at Rupees 7. At Major' Rowlatt^s urgent request, and 
pending the receipt of the orders of Government, I have sanctioned 
his entertaining this additional Police, as the apprehension of the Rebel 
leaders can only be effected through their agency, and the sooner they 
are apprehended the sooner will the rebellion be suppressed. I trust 
that the Government will approve of my having taken this step on tho 
grounds that immediate action was necessaiy. I will submit the nsOM 
Tabular Statement of the increase so soon as 1 have information &om 
Miyor Rowlatt tlmt he has actually effected it. Ihe charge must neces¬ 
sarily be regarded as an extraordinary one, not provided for in any way 
in the Bud^t, as the Jynteeah insurrection could not be antidpated in 
that doGommit. 

32. In my letter. No. 23 of the 4th instant, 1 have already ropdrl- 
ed on the amount of Military Force required for the Cossyah .and 
^ynteedi Hills. 
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Officiating Undler-SecUBtaij to the Gov^meni of Bengffi; 
fo the CtnunlaBioner of A8saiii,-r(Ko. 7d8A^ dated the 22nd March 1862.) 


I AM directJl to adknov|edg<e the receipt of your letter No. 20 
the 28th ultimo, and iu reply to state that, under the circumstances 
represented in paragraph 30 thereof, the Lieuten8nt>6oTernor approves 
* * IU. B6 having authorized Major Rowlatt, 

to Corny^SeifoyB,^l^‘. Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and 

7 Mch DOT month.850 ^ * 

— Jynteeah Hills, to entertain an additional 
Total ... Ba.jiro jbrce,* irhich has already been 

katmtioned by Government Orders No. G^dA., dated the 15th instant. 

%. With regard to your 26th paragraph you are authorized to select 
an Officer and send him as, at least, a temporary arrangement, to be an 
Assistant in tbc Jynteeah Hills under the Deputy Commissioner. 

3. You will be good enough to submit a fiill explanation of all that 
has been denae in these Hills in the matter of levying the Income Tax 
^m them. 


from Major Hinrt Hopktnson, ,Commi«iioner, and Agent, Governor General, 
North-Eoat Frontier, to the Secretary to tlie Oovemnient of Bengal,—(No. 26, 
dated the lUlh March 1862.) 

Sir, 

Sour time ago being anxious to know fay what classes th9 
Income Tax was paid in Assam, I called upon the Deputy Commissioners 
to furnish me lists shewing the names, castes, and professions of all the 
piraons who had been assessed. In due course of time 1 received the 
JistB of each Distoict, that for the Cossyah and Jyntee^ Hill District 
among the rest. I found that the number who had been ’cl^lled upon to 
oontributo to the Tax there was larger than I expected, and 1 then called 
for a farther report as to where all the Tax-payers lived. IhiB return 
1 have only» after ccmsidemble delay and with some difficulty, now ofa- 
tamed, the (tiatarbances that have supervened being probably the causa; 
but 1 find by it that, out of a totid assessment of 360 persons, 323 vr^ 
Jynteeah people, and of these 823 no less than sixty-eight belonged to 
Jowai, the jdace at which the insurrection commented, and which, with 
Nurieng, has always led public opiniem in Jynteeah. 
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2. ThOTe were 18 Hindoos, 15 Eotopeaiuij'd 
825 Cossyalis assessed. I can ixtud <mty two of kittBir 
Poonjee; uid the 325 were asseased in Bupees voald 

be at the rate of 4 Rupees a head upon all but , two or three; in' 
other words, the Income Tux in Jynteeah must have inJcen the sb^, 
practically, of a Capitation Tax of 4 Rupees a head levied upon prin- 
cipdQi men, and this also, 1 may observe parenthetically, is just what it-haa 


done in Kami'oop. 

3. Now in the situation of the Jynteeah people, such I have 

explained it in recent correspondence, what result should we y^non have 
been led to expect from taking 300 of the principal men tiie country 
and taxing them each 4 Rupees a head? What are the laws of popular 
demonstBations, and further of revolts and rebellions? Almost always we 
find that they are originated by a minority which, in most communities, 
leads whore the mass follows, and has the skill to persuade the latter 
that it is oppressed and endangered by any measure which is obnoxious 
to, and often perhaps only affects, the former. ^ 

4. Thus in England, even where the people are so intelligent, and 
education and political knowledge so difiiiaed, if there arose disturbances 
al)out the payment of Church rates, what should we expect to find but 
that a large number of the peace-breakers were persons .who nevw had 
paid any rates at all ? 

5. So of the two following measures, to tax ^ a Native village of 
fifty houses, eight annas a house, and exempt the three principal house¬ 
holders charged with, and receiving a commission on, the collection of 
the tax, or to tax the three principal house-holders 4 Rupees each and 
exempt the rest; is there any doubt that this latter course would provoke 
the more opposition ?. The first case is what they did in Bunnah, and there 
was never a word of objection to the Capitation Tax there. Nay, I observe 


• E*port on the edminirtmtion th^ommissioner of Tenasserim has actu- 
ProvincMprc^oscd to get rid of fihe Income Tax in 
So. that Province,* and make it up by enhancing 


the Capitation Tax paid by the poorer portion of the community twenty 
five per cent. 


6. It seems to me that nothing more likely could have happened 


than that the Dolioyes, and Pathors, and Scnmdeaa, who had held almoat 
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swftj over Jyntee^ for ») long, and had be^ accustomed 
tn le^y contribations, not to pay them, should hav^e rebdlod against 
the imposition of the Income Tax, and have succeeded in mdutmg the 
sympathies of the people. 

7. We spoiled the Jjnteeah people, taught them to consider them- 
sdres a privil^ed and peculiaiF race, and made a veiy grave mistake 
when in 1835 we separated their District from the rest of Assam an^ut 
it under the charge the Commandant of the Sylhet Light Infantry; 
and, when the anomaly was put an end to in 1853, a great deal of mis- 
cMed? had been done. The political interest of the Cossyah Hills Proper 
m^t not ha^ suffered possibly from being confided to a MiUtary Officer 
having his own Military duties to perform ; but Jynteeah was a purely 
Civil administrative charge, and, had it been so treated, wouldj- by this 
timie, have beeif imdistingoishable from the rest of Assam; certainly 
Jowai, Nurtcng, and all its northern water-shed, which, as 1 have ex¬ 
plained before, is insepardbfb from Nowgong. It would have been far 
more reasonal^ to have put Nowgong itself, or the Gowhatiy District, 
undm* charge of the Officer Commanding the Regiment at Gowhatty, or 
Luckimpore under the Officer Commanding at Debrooghur, than Jynteeah 
undcB' the orders of the Commandant of the Sylhet Light Infantry: 
it was an abonpnably bod arrangement, and we are now experiencing its 
bittm* fruit. 


From J. P. H. Wabu, Esq., Officiating Undor-Seoreiaiy to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Commiafdnner of Aseam. -lXo. 793A., dated the 2(itli March 1862.) 

.With* reference to your letter No. 26 of the 10th instant, 
reporting that you have made enquiries as to the Classes by whom 
lucmne Tax is paid in Assam, 1 a^ directed to draw your particular 
attootion to the concluding paragrajm of my letter No. 738A., dated the 
22u4l insUnt, and to request that you will be good enough to tak^ care 
tihat .the report therein called for contains a special leport of the mode 
of aj^catioxL of this Tax to the Jynteeah Territory. 

.,The Ideutmiant-Govenior looks for a full explanathm fitbm the 
Loc»l Officers «8 to wl^ no representation was made on the subject of 
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this m to this Territory, partioolarly as taxation generally 
nov appears, accenting to Major Bowlatfs own repraieiitatiou, to 
have beoo. cause of the present dkturbant^s. 


From Majoe Heebt Hop&iesoh, Agent, Govmnor Genera), Nortii-Eost Frontim*, to 

E . Loshiroton, EaQ., Secretary to tiie Government of Bengal,—(No. 37, 


tlie 1st April 1862.) 


Sib, 


I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, to 
my address. No. 738A. of the 22nd Idtimo. * 

2. In reply to the 2ud paragraph of your letter, I have the honor to 
report that^l have directed Lieutenant Andrew, Assistant Comniissioncr 
at Gowalparah, to proceed and act as an Assistant in the^yuteeah Hills 
under the Deputy Commissioner. I consider Lieutenant Andrew an 
Officer peculiarly fitted for the post. 

3. In regard to the orders contained in the 3rd paragraph of your 

letter, I beg to submit copy of a letter* written 
by me to Major Rowlatt, and of his answer 

tliorcto, respecting the manner in which the Income Tmc was introduc(?d. 
into Jyntecoh. Major Jiowlatt is not so copious in the information he 
affords as might be cxiiectcd; but now that the fighting, in which he has 
had to be in constant attendance with the Troops, is over, he will be able 
to address himself more exclusively to the investigation of the causes 
of the late outbreak. 


’ Nu. 5, dated 18tli March 18G3. 


From Majob Hbrbt Hopkiitson, Agent, Governor General, Noilib-East Frontier, to 
Major E. A. Rowlatt, Deputy Commissioner of tiie Cossyah and Jyntceali Hills, 
~(No. 3, dated the 18th March 1862.) 

Sim, , 

I HAVE tbe honor to request that you will furnish me immedi¬ 
ately with mi account of the manner in which the Income Tax was 
introduced into the Jynteeah Hills, and of the agency by which it was 
collected, stating the names of the Agents employed, and what descrip¬ 
tion of persons they were, also the principle on which the assessmemt 
was made? 1 observe that almost all the Tax-payers were required, to 
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pay 4 Rupees a head, as if the tax hiui been a Capitation Tax. Lastly, 
what measures were taken to make the people understand the nature of 
the Tax, and what difficuliy or objection was made, if any, to paying it ? 

2. The mode of assessment might have suggested the idea that it was 
a Tax imposed on the headmen preliminarily to taxing the great body 
of the people under the Arts, Trades, and Dealings Tax. Was there any 
such belief abroad, and to what extent were the people acquadhteHimith 
the projected dutylpn Arts, Trades, and Dealings, and had they heard 
anything of the Pan and Tobacco Tax ? Is any connexion traceable 
between the Nowgong outbreak in October last, and the present dis¬ 
turbances in the Jynteeah Hills? Have any persons known to have 
been concerned in the Nowgong outbreak sought refiige in the Jynteeah 
villages ? Has the presence of any emissaries stirring up sedition among 
the people from any quarter been suspected? 


pKHn Major E. A. Rowlatt, Deputy Commissiouer of the Gossyah and Jynteeah Hills, 
to Major IIrnry Hopkirbon, Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier,— 
(No. 8S, dated the 2dth March 1862.) 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 5 of the 18th instant, I have the 
honor to state that the Income Tax in the Jyntceali Hills was introduc¬ 
ed merely through the medium of the Doloyes of the several jurisdic¬ 
tions into wliich this portion of the Hills is divided. In the first instance 
they were each called upo# to furnish lists of the persons in their 
Circles whom they considered assessable; and, after the form of issuing 
the prescribed notices had been gone through, the Tax was collected by 
the Doloyes and paid by them into the Treasury. 

2. As not a single individual amongst the Jynteeah Cossyahs can 
lead or write, it was, of course, out of the question to expect them to fill 
up the Schedules, and, as none keep any accounts of their dealings, it 
was impossible to discover their actual incomes. It was therefore 
assumed that none were assessable above the lowest rate, 4 Rupees per 
annum, which, as there are no very wealthy people amongst than, ikpro- 
Imbly the highat rate at whidi any could be assessed, even, were it 
possible to ascotain their incomes correctly. 
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d. The whole of the Tax was collected for last jear without a mur* 
mar or complaint a^painst the assessment having been made, and no alf 
terations were made in the assessment for the present year. 

4. With reterence to the Sndparagraph of your letter, I beg to state I 
am not aware whether the people were generally expecting the mtroduo- 
tiong^f further taxation in the shape of a Tax on Arts, Trades, and 
Dealings, and on Pan and Tobacco; but, as the introduction of these 
Taxes doubtless formed the subject of frequent conversations amongst 
the Natives in general, I have little doubt but that the people of the 
Jynteeah Hills, who frequently visit Cherra Poonjee, must have heard 
that such was in contemplation, and I have heard of late that the 
leaders of jkhe rebellion have induced many to join in it by representing 
that taxation of their lands, would be enforced ahd all of them 
ruined if they did not succeed in driving us out of their country. 

5. In reply to the queries in the concluding portion of your letter, 
|f have the honor to statdi:hat I believe there is no connection whatever 
between the Nowgong outbreak in October last and the present distur¬ 
bances in the Jynteeah Hills, nor have any persons concerned in that 
outbreak been met with in any of the Jynteeah villages. The rebellion 
of these Cossyahs has, I fully believe, originated entirely with them¬ 
selves, and, as far as I have been able to ascertain, no emissaries from 
without have visited these Hills for the purpose of stirring up sedition. 


From Ml JOB E. A. Rowlatt, Deputy CommisHioner of tho Ooiwiyah and Jynteeab 
Hills, CO the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. Ill, dated the 9th 

April 1862.) 

SlE, . . 

With reference to your letter No. 262A. of^the 3rd of Pebm- 
ary last, I have now the honor to submit the Beport called for in 
continuation of the teleg^phic message despatched by me, through the 
Commissioner of Dacca, on the 27th ultimo, and for the delay in furnish¬ 
ing which 1 beg to apologize, but which has been caused by my duties 
with the Forces in the field having left me very little leisure for writing, 
and from the requisite information having been veiy difficult to obtain. 

2. It will be in the leooQection of Government that the Cossyahs 
of the Jynteeah Hills broke oat into open rebellion in 1860, and that 
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tiie oanso of that rising was the introdacticm of the Boni»» Tax imposed 
on them in tlmt year for the first time. 

3. The rebellion of 1860 was soon snppressedi the Tax collected, and 
the ringleaders punished by imprisonment and fine; but during the 
remainder of that year, and in the early part of 1861, constant mur« 
murings were heard, and some of the people were known to have said 
that, although thej|Would not oppose the collection of the House Tax, 
they would rebel again if any further Taxes were imposed. 

4. In 1860 iSie Income Tax was passed, and had to be enforced in 
these Hills as elsewhere, a Report on which was submitted to the 
Commissioner of Assam in my letter No. 294 of the 20th September 
1860, and which is doubtless now before the government; bul; although 
these Jynteeah Gossyahs had threatened to oppose its introduction, 
the whole amount due for 1860-61 was collected without any outward 
signs of discontent having been occasioned by ite imposition. 

5. During the cold weather of 1860-61 I^ade a tour throughout^ 
the whole of these Hills, and visited almost every rillage of conse¬ 
quence in them, including all those in the Jynteeah part of the country. 
At that time the people seemed to me to be quite contented, and 
cm^inly shewed no symptoms of a rebellious spirit being rife amongst 
them. 

6. In November 1861 I again visited the Jynteeah Hills, arriving 
at Jowai on the 15 th, and then it was that I first observed signs of 
discontent, which was manifested by the people refusing to assist me 
to continue my march, although 1 only a^od them to supply me with 
fifteen Coolies from the largo villa^ of Jowai, which is capable of 
turning out at least 800 porters. The Jemadar Commanding the 
Guard of the 44th Regiment Native Infantry stationed in tlio stockado 
at Jowm also thiSli informed me that the people there were all, more 
OT less^ Rebels at heart, and that he had found it for some time past 
very difficult to got any aid from them in carrying on the duties con¬ 
nected with his Command. 

7. Aftef leaving Jowai, every thing there remained quiet up to the 
16th of January, but ou ilte 17th tho stockade was surrounded by a 
large body of Cossyahs, who threatened to attack the Guard: they, 
however, dispersed on a few shots being fired at them. On the 25th, I, 
with Colond Riohm’daon, Commanding at Chmra Poonjee, to whom 
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I had written to hasten out with a re-inforcement, arrived at Jowai, 
but found no Bebels near at hand^ though the Thaanah and a part 
of the v21age inhabited by the Native Christians had been burnt down 
by them on the night of the 23rd. 

8. Immediately after ihy arrival at Jowai I commenced enquiring 

into the cause of the outbreak, but could obtain no information on this 
point that*could at all be relied on, all the Kellis having gone off to the 
stockaded villages of Jalong, Latoober, Shampj^ng, and Munsow. 
Most of the people present that I questioned stated they did not know 
why the people had rebelled, and. nearly all appeared very unwilling to 
give any information regarding the origin of the disturbances. Some 
said it was entirely owing to the imposition of the Income Tax, whilst 
others saicl it had been caused by the people having become impressed 
with an idea that their religion was about to bo interfered with. ! 

9. I continued making enquiries wherever I went, and from all 
available sources, but result was always the same, one person gave 
one reason, and another^quitc a different one, so that I was veiy averse 
to saying much on this subject from the fear that, by doing so, I should 
only be misleading tlio Government, and might bo stating what was 
not the fact. 

10. Up to the present time I feel that, in writing on the causes that 

have led to the rebellion of the Jynteoah Cossyalis, I am treading on' 
vciy tender ground. At first the opinion seemed to bo pretty general 
that taxation was the cause of it, and when recollecting that the im¬ 
position of the House Tax had caused the rising in ISCO, and that tlicso 
Cossyahs had said they would rebel again if any fresh Taxes were 
demanded from them, I was inclined to conclndo that the Incomn 
Ta» was the chief reason which urged them to rise in tho present 
instance. Ill 

11. Of late, however, it is stated, most commonly, that tho intro- 
dnetiem of the Income Tax has had nothing to do with it: it was report¬ 
ed to mo four days ago by two men who had just escaped from tho 
Rebels that they now say they don't feel the Income Tax at all, but 
that they have rebelled merely because the Darogah of Jowai went up 
to Jaloug Poonjee on the occasion of a Poojah held there in the end 
of November and interfered with their procoodings. 


14 
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12. The Darogali in question is a Cossyali, named Surkee j he was 
educated at Cherra Poonjee^ but not by the Missionaries there^ and was 
never in any way connected with their Schools or mission; he is therefore 
not a Christian^ and not a man likely to have done anything to 
hinder the performance of Cossyah rites. . It Is said that he interrupt¬ 
ed them when engaged in some ceremony, and forced some of them to 
speak, which is not allowaltle on such occasions, and that this obliged 
them to put a stop to their proceedings before the Poojah was 
completed. 

13. The Darogah, when I questioned him on the subject, denied 
having done any thing improper; he stated that, as he heard the 
Jalong people had collected a large quantity of arms, he went up with 
two Police Sepoys on the occasion of their Poojah, when the weapons 
•would be displayed, to see what they consisted of, and that he made no 
attempt to take them from them, or to interrupt their Poojah. 

14. This Darogah is at present employed wi^ one of the Columns in 
the field, and not one of the Jalong people have yet been apprehended 
or come in; but on the 7th, the day before I left Jowai for this place, 
where I have proceeded expecting to meet General Showers, who wished 
to see me here, they sent word to me, through a third party, saying tliey 
wished to make terms and be allowed to come in, so that by the time I 
return to Jowai on the 12th instant I hope to find some of them present, 
when I shall make further enquiries from them as to what actually took 
place, and, if necessary, put the Darogah on his defence. 

15. I must, however, here remark that, even supposing the Darogali 

did misconduct himself, no complaint whatever was made at the time to 
me or since to any one else, which is the more extraordinary, as they all, 
I am told, acknowledge they know I had given strict orders that their 
Poojahs were not tube interfered with by any one, and that in 1860, 
when disarming all the villages which then rebelled, on their solicit¬ 
ation, I had, in every instance, given them back arms sufficient to enable 
them to conduct their Poojahs according to the ancient and established 
customs* ** 

16. It is also reported that the people of Jowai have always liecn 
annoyed at the Military Guard now there having been removed from 
Amwai to their ^age; they say that no sooner did the Guard come 
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tliftn a School was established, and the Missiemaries began making 
converts, and that their former worship was decried. It is smd that 
some of the Christians have been in the habit of taunting the rest, 
saying that they all would soon have to give up their old Poojahs and 
become Christians: it is also laid that a parcel of land, which belonged to 
a priestess of Jowai, lately deceased, has been cultivated b^ the 
Christians, which ought not to have been done. Of this I only heard a 
few days ago, as in this instance also no complaint whatever has been 
madonalthough the cultivation of the plot of ground in question was 
undertaken by the Christians upwards of a year ago. 

17. It is also made a subject of grievance by some few of the Jowai 
people thfit ill 1860 I prohibited the burning of dead bodies in a spot 
within the village, which I did, as the people of the neighbouriiood 
complained of the stench aud asserted that sickness was caused thereby. 

18. The above is all the information I have as yet been able to col¬ 
lect, or which, I believe, is obtainable at present as to tbe cause of the re¬ 
bellion, and I fear the Government may think it very unsatisfactory. 1, 
however, do not like to defer making this report any longer, though, iu 
doing so^ I wish I could have stated something more definite, and which 
could be better relied on. These Jyntccah Cossyalis, as pointed out to 
the Ageut to the Governor General, North-East Frontier, in a letter lately 
dispatched, and wliich was doubtless forwarded to the Government, have 
always been a rebellious and warlike people, and having never been 
thoroughly conquered, no doubt were under the impression that they 
could resist the authority of the British Government in the same manner 
that they formerly defied that of the Jynteeah Bajah. My own impres¬ 
sion is that the leaders of the rebellion merely wanted some pretext for 
breaking out, and that mixed and various motives Ijj^ the people to join 
them, some from im|)atience of taxation, aud others from a suspicion that 
their religion was iu danger, which view of the case is, I think, 
corroborated by the fact that different persons assign variqus masons for 
the outbreak, which partake of the source from which they are derived. 

19. Whifst drawing up this Beport on the causes which appear to have 
produced the pr^nt rebellion, 1 have received a copy of a Despatch 
from the Officiating Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
No. 679 of the 18th March last, to which I shall do myself the honor to 



( 108 ) 


reply through the Agent, Governor General, to whom also a copy of 
this Report will be sent, as directed by Goyeniment in a previous com¬ 
munication. 


From BniaAsisa-GiiNEUAi. St. G. D. Bhowebs, c. b., Commissioner of tlie Cossyali 
and Jyntceah to the Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 21, 
dated the 9th May 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, in original, a letter No. 131>, 
dated the 30th ultimo, from Major Rowlatt, Deputy Commissioner, 
furnishing further details regarding the imposition of the InQome Tax 
in the Jynteeah Hills. 


Pium Major E. A. IIowi.att, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and J)iiteea!i 
Hills, to Bbiuavieb-General Bt G. I). Biiowkijs, c . n.. Commissioner of the 
Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills,—(No. 130, ilatcd tlio 30th April 1862.) 

Sir, 

With reference to the letter of the Officiating Under-Secretary 

*'“= Government of Bengal No. 670.\. 
totheiatedwti^ion of the Cut- of the 18th ultimo, and tlic concluding para- 

cher^, CBuuot bo found. ' ® ^ 

graph of my letter No. 111 * of the 9th instant, 
to the address of the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, reporting 
on the causes which led to the present rebeliion in the Jynteeah Hills, 
a copy of which was forwarded for your information, I have now the 
honor to sni^ly some further details rcgaitling the imposition of the 
Income Tax in that portion of the District, which I now am able to do 
frenn having the records of the Office to refer to, but which at the time 
of making my first Report, submitted in my letter No. 85 of the 25th 
of M^h last from Jowai, whilst employed with the Troops in the 
held, I was unable to do. 

2. In my fotmer letter on the subject I explained the jirinciple on 
whidi the assessment hod been made, and pointed out that the'Tax 
had been introduced iu the mildest form possible, consistent with the 
claims of Government to derive r fair revenue from the peojde of the 
Jynteeah Hills, under the operation of the Income Tax Act. 
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ilid nut. 

in 281, Rupees 4 each, the total number of 
Tax being therefore 310. 


fab Hills the amount 
assessed only ninwhed 
the sum of Ettpees 
1,259-8, and in (he 
max^ 1 b^ to annex 
a Statement shetring 
the nnmlier of people 
assessed to the Tax in 
each of thcDolloycships 
tfhieh came under as¬ 
sessment. The highest 
rate levied was Rupees 
9, whidi was paid by 
the Dolye of Amwai. 
Only one person paid 
Rupees 5, twenty-seven 
persons Rhpecs 4-8, 
and the rest, number- 
persons assessed to the 


4. That the plan on which the Tax was assessed had nothing to do with 
causing the rebellion may, I think, be inferred from the fact that not 
51 single complaint was made by any one person against the rate at 
which he was assessed, neither did the people ever assert that they were 
not assessable under the Act. As before observed the Tax for 18C0-G1 
was paid up without a word of complaint having been openly made, 
and it might from this be supposed that the Income Tax was not the cause 
of the present rebellion. The foot, however, remains that the people 
never rebelled before Taxation was introduced, but did so immediately 
on the House Tax being imposed in 1860; and, had they been prepared, 
I have little doubt but that the leaders amongst the evil disposed would 
hdve tried to get up a rebellion on the introduction of the Income Tax 
in 1860-61, but were obliged to postpone the attempt till 1861-62, 
in order te obtain time to mature their plans. 

^ 5. In the letter of the Officiating Under-Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, No. 793 of the 2Gth ultimo, to the address of the 
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^©mu^tnonei* of Assam^ the Ooverm&ent call for a Special BepoiH; on 

mode of appUoatkm of the 
tfOB fttaa tiio liocaJ Officers u to wiw no repr^ Income Tax to the Jvnteeah 

ssntirtimi woH roatle on the subjetjt of this Tbi in i . i «. i a 

to tills Tortitory, particakriy as tsration HilUi; and m the 2nd paragraph, 

gewemlly now appears, according to Captain Kow- • , . , - j. • 

lattes own repr^ntutiun, to Iutb been the cnose which 1 qilOtc m the margin for 

trf th< present distttriianoek , „ xi t • x x 

ready reference, the Lieutenant- 
Governor requires a full explanation to be given why no representation 
was made on the subject of this Tax in regard to the Jynteeah Temtory. 

6. The mode and extent to which the Tax was applied I have endea¬ 
voured in the present and previous letter on the subject to explain. 1 
also pointed ont that, during the cold season of 1860-61, although 1 
was on a tour of inspection through the Jynteeah Hills from^the 26th 
November 1860 to the 5th of January 1861, not the slightest symptoms 
of discontent Were observable. The Tax, however, had only then just 
begun to be collected, and on tbo 6th of *March following I left the 
Hillsj having been ordered down to officiate as Judicial Commissioner 
Assam ft Oowhatty, and I did not return till the 6th July, when I 
was informed that the whole of the Tax had been collected without 


difficulty or opposition. 

7. Prom July to November the District remained perfectly quiet, 
ftor had anything occurred up to that time to shew that the people 
were discontented about the Income Tax. It was, therefore, quite impos¬ 
sible for me to have warned the Government at that time that an 


outbreak was impending on account of t^ imposition of this Tax; 
and that the majority of the people, up to the end of J^ovemher, if 
not later, had not .the least intention of rebelling may, I think, be 
gathered fi'om this, that the order which I issued in October, calling 
upon all the people of these IliUs to repair their roads from village 
to village, was most cheerftiUy and very generally obeyed by the 

• n* n.™. l, Wl>id> ijvtmh Smtenga,» which would not h»™ been the 
Cosayaiu are known. they at that time made up their 

minds to rebel. * 


8. It therefore seems that, up to last November, there was nothing 
to shew that on outbreak was impending: there, doubtfoss, mushhave been 
discontent lurking in the minds of the disaffiected, special^ amongst 
the people of Jowai, but it did itot come to the surfoce till about the 
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middle of that moxulii vium, cm my mik to that . vi3lR0l^» i 
that aomethmg waa fareiriBgj tiumghj from wimt. I 
seemed probahle that no diaturtianoe' wnild be attmaptoltf 
or Manh, which latter waa the month in which they hail 
b^ne in 1860. - / ; . ■ ^ Vr®f 

9. From the time that 1 saw signs of a coming stoim I 
ooutiuually, both prirately and publicly, to the Agent to the Ommoir 
General at Gowhatty, frilly detailing all 1 had heard and obsmrredj and 
when I informed Miyor Hopkinaon that the Guard at Jowai had been 
suddenly attacked on the 17th of * Januaiy, he wrote to me in reply 
as follows:—am deeply grieved to hear of the rising at Jowai, 
though, of course, after what you had previously written me, 1 was 
prepared to hear of it, and indeed only yesterday 1 despatdied a letter 
to Government, in which I noticed that trouble might bo expected at 
Jynteeah'\ 

10. Such being the case, 1 trust the Government will acquit me 
of having withheld information as to the state of the Jyntecah Hills 
previous to the present disturbances, and also absolve me from any 
blame that may appear to have attached to me in regard to the measures 
I adopted for the introduction of the Income Tux into those Hills. 


Memorandum from Brioadieb*Gesebax St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commissionyin' of 
the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills,—(No. 13, dated tlie 20th May 1862.) 
Fobwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
submission tp His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Majob E. A. Bowlatt, Deputy Commissioner of Ifb Cossyah and JynteeBh 
Hills, to Bbiga]>ibb-Geneba1i St. G. D. Showebs, c. b.,' Commissioner of the 
Cosfyah and Jynteeah Hilis,—<No. 144, datql the 10th May 1862.) 

Sir, 

It having come to my knowledge to-day, when turning 
mme of the records of the Office, that the Forms to be filled up by per¬ 
sons liable to assessment under Act XXXll. of 1860 were issued throng 
the Jynteeah Hills, 1 beg, should my lettmr to your address,'Ndi 185 '^of' 
the 5th matant, not have been forwazded on to Government, thhl you 
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•will tip me tKc favor of returning it to mo, as it contains statements that 
sure not, t find, con’cct. 

2. Thcmistjikc I made was caused by the Income Tax Mohurir 
having infijrmed me, on being questioned, that none of these Forms hatl 
been issued. lie, howmer, did not hold the ai)pointment at the time 
the Forms were issued, and now says he understood my question to have 
referred to the issue of the Fonna during the current year, in wliicli ease 
]m reply would have been (x)rrcct. I mucli regret the mistake 1 was led 
into tnaking j })ut as I was not present at Cherra Fooiijcc at tlie time 
they were issued, and wrote witli tlm full conviction that none Ijad l)con 
issued, T trust you will not object to lU'tuni the letter, on receipt ol 
which I will, without delay, submit a fresh reply on the subject. 


Prom JUjor E. A. Ilowr.AtT, Dopiitv Ciorumissiouoj' of tin; Covvah and .Ivnfooaii 
Hills, (0 nRtoAiMKii-di'.sunM, St. (T. 1). Siiowers. t-. n., CoinniissioniT of Uir 


C'osayali and .Jyiilwah Hills,-(No, 147, <hilvd iho ijjtli May is()-2.; 

Sill, 


In continuation of my letter No. 1 11 of tlie 10th instant, I 
have the honor to forward a revised cKplaiiatiou regarding the intj-o- 
«,duction of the lueomc Tax into the .Jyntecali Hills, in reply to tlu- 
letter of the Secretary to the (jovcniment of llengal. No. of ili- 

22nd itltimo. 

2. Slioidd my former letter have been (iispa.teheil to (lovernmenl I 
l»eg to request that this one, nnmheretl 110, may also he forwarded to¬ 
gether with^fojdes of this h;ttrr and of No. 1I J,; hot should mv former 
letter not have been scut olf, 1 beg that the one now forwarded*mav l)e 
snbstitated for it. ^ 


« 

FVom Major P.. A. Ilowr,ATr, Deputy Commissioner of tlm (^o.ssyali and 

lIHls, to BRi<SAWER.(;Esr.RAi.’ST. G. D. SnowKus, e. »., Cmumissioiicr of the 
Cpssyah ami JyntceaU Hills,—(Ntf. 146, dalCihtho Utllt May 186-J!.)' 

SiB, 

With reference to llie letter of tjie Sim-larv to the Ooveni- 
raent of Bengal, No. U23A. of tlic Si’ml iiKinio, of wliicl. iras 
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formtAd to i»e yo«r Ho, 7 of Hi^ I, 

b«^ to aubndt tlie A>llowiog ciX{daiiatio^ * ' « ^ 

S. The two Be|»orts which 1 have alread;f sabtnitt^* bti tih mitf itt 
which the Income Tax wa« TOtrodoccd into ^ Jynteei^ 1I& t 
trout, have clearty proved that the manaer of ita introdtwlSoii' hilil edsj*, 
thing to do with exciting the people to rebel, I have ai»o tdic%m 
after the firvt year’s ass^sment had been paid, and no ontwan! «%njii? ^ 
discontent hod been manifested up to so late a date asKovetub^ ktt, 

1 could not have foreseen the ccmiing ontbroak earlier than ite pro* 
bdbihty was reported by me to the Agent to the Governor Oeucrsl, so 
that, 1 trust, I need not say anything more on these points. 

3. The two questions which now n^quirc to be answered ap|)ear to 
be the following —There was no rt‘jx)rt math* to the Commissioner of 
Assam as to the plan j|doi)ted for intnKlucing th(* Tav into the Jyuti'rah 
Hills, and why were Uic Forms to be tilled np eirenlatod amongst these 
{M‘oplc who can neither rt'ad nor w rite. 

1. AVith reference to the first question, 1 beg to state that, on the 
‘lOlh of September 18()0, I addressed the Commissioner of Assam^ 
ciHjtimng whether the existing lloiiso Tax was to he maintainod, and 
poiuK'd out that I apprehended great ditficulties would be met With in 


(MU)mg out the Income Tax; but that, by making iiso freely of the# 


> lh(' liitiodiirtimi of Onsi* \4t<> ainonK,t a 
I < I li hIio ate tot ill\ lililiiata will be a of 

* III <]ilIknU\, atiU nnlaas tho OoM.Tiuacnt it 
I < ptir.'il to aliaoUi thmii honi all ts\atioti, the 
ittiMiint luuai lie made, and, by fitlU avatbiig toy* 
*♦ It of Part XI, ol tlk liuoioeTax Art, and the* very 
' ml KuUshwixkI W tlii> Suptwoe GoMsnmcnt 
< r our ),uutan<i*, I do not antmpat? that the 
hSiittltiM to bo emonDtoted will prmi insur* 
moitnuhh* 

i 


provisions of Part XI. of the Ai% 
1 was in hopes that the difficnltiea 
1 foresaw could be overcome. The 
paragraph I allude to is annexed 
ill the margin, and tmtil a reply 
was received no steps were taken 
to introduce the provisions of 
Ac^ XXXII. into these Hills. 


o. The reply of the Government ot Bengal, No, 8302 of the 2thdi 
(Mober, was received early in November, and was to the efffaot that the 
Itousc Tax was to be oontimicd as heretoibro) and that the Ineonte Tax 
was to be carried out only in those parts of the Hills where Taxes had 
Ihhmi previously levicnl, i. e., in the Jynteeah Territory and those srther 
'Ullages near the Station of rterra Pooujee which behmg to ihe 
Government, ' 


15 
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6/ Before the receipt of this reply I had left Cherfa Pooujee, having, 
on tlie 24th of October, proceeded to explore the western portion of the 
CoRsyah Hills as far os the Garrow Frontier, which had never before 
been visited by any European Officer of Government, and I did not 
return till the 13th November. Oh my departure Mr. Shadwell, 
my Assistant, took charge of the current duties: from that date the 
management of the Income Tax was almost entirely left to him, as, 
after my return in November, I again started on the 26th of that month 
to make a tour through the eastern portion of the Hills, visiting nearly 
every village of importance in the Jyntecah Country, and examining 
and reporting on the boundary between the Jyntceah Hills and 
North Cachar, for which purpose I had to proceed as far as the Kopili 
Kiver. 

7. From this Expedition I did not return to ‘Cherra till the 17th of 
January, shortly after which I was attacked with fever, from which I did 
not recover conipletely till the 20th of Febraary, when I again left the 
Station for the interior, and on the Gth of March quitted the Distiict 
for Gowhatty, to which place I had been ordered doun to officiate as 
Judicial Commissioner of Assam. 

8. Having previously reported on the manner in which I had pro¬ 
posed to introduce the Income Tax it did not occur to me that any 
ftirther report was necessary; and as 1 was not in charge, of the Offices 
when the reply arrived, hut was engaged in making myself tlioi-onghly 
acquainted with the District to which 1 had only a few months belbre 
been appointed, I trust that, if any further import was required of me, 
this oversight will be excused. 

9. With reference to the second question, I beg to state that, to the 
best of ray recollection, before quitting Clierra Poonjee in October, T 
informed Mr. Shadwell that I was of opinion that it was useless to issue 
the Schedules required by Act XXXIT. to be filled up amongst a people 
wbo could neither read nor write, and who never keep accounts: and 
that 1 thought the only practicable way of making his assessments 
would be for him to call upon the Polloycs to name the parsons in each 
of their Circles whose incomes were liable to taxation, and with their 
assistance to make up his assessments. 
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10. Tliis plan appeaiwl to me the best thatthe 

admitted of being atlopieii, and the one most likely to aeoeplablo to 
the pi5ople, for, as the Dolloyes are all elected by the people thom«eivea> 
and are bound to act in matters aftecting tbe community j^r eonstiUa^ 
tion with them in durbai*, it seemed to mo that an .assessment made in 
this way would caiTy with it the (joncnrrence of the people, and would 
not he at variance with the discretionary modes of levying the Tax 
under Part XL 

11. It, however, appears that ^,cr the DoUoyes had furnished their 
lists of those liable to assessment some of the people came in to 
Oherra Poonjee during January and February and filled up the Forms 
before Mr. Sbadwell; but, as a great delay would have occurred had he 
waited for the whole of them to present therasielves before him, it seems 
that the Income Tax Mohiirir was sent out on the lOth March to Jowai 
with some Forms, and that on the rest of the people assembling there 
these B'orms were filled up. 

12. Whether Mr. Shadwcll ever obtained my permission to make 
use of the.se Forms in the mamier described 1 cannot recollect; but I 
am told that, w'hen the jjeople appeared before him, he took the oppor¬ 
tunity of explaining to them the nature of the Tax, and pointed out to 
them the smallness of the amount that would b(< demanded of tlmm, 
when they all readily agreed to pay the amount they were assessed at, 
and appeared to be quite satisfied with what had been done. 

13. This all occurred in the early part of 1861, and, as before 
observed, the whole of the Tax for 18C0-61, ending on the 31st July, 
was collected without any opposition or discontent having been mani¬ 
fested. 

14. The particulars regarding the issue of the Forms I have gathered 
from the ministerial Officers and the Office records; but, as I may not 
have stated fully what was done, I would heg to suggest that Mr. Shadwcll 
be called upon to rcimrt on lus own proceedings regarding the issue of 
these Forms. 

15. After my return to the District on the Cth July 1861 I fre¬ 
quently conversed with the people regarding the Income Tax, but not a 
single person complained of having been over-assessed. Some of those, 



hflilrevcr; wlto paid Ipcoma Tax, co, 

r • • 

‘ ’4, tihe abov»]» 8^ietn% 

. impose for miidi]givs^«wie firm the peo- 

pto leaidMg is Hritudi Timtwjr hi tfaeie Hilbiti, 

. thAt’idI M fliqr pey tuoM^ Tu, pr date 

tW’S''la(«)ee to carry oaitny Tm^ of I)0al> 

iug, shall be exeiopi^finm paymeat of aoy otl$er 
TMi and that^oia-ait » Poll or Cqiitatioa 
Tax be reobaed in lien of the House Tax, and that 
iliis Tax be dftdded into three rates 1*8,1, and 
8 annas instead of b^fftndfonii, which is the case 
with the w$i}6)^ House Tax, i. e>, 1 would take oft' 
8 anaw iroib the poorest and add that sum on to 
the. nh! to he realised &pni the wealthier people. 

'As the Women and dtildren and the \’ei‘y old 
jmdjMw^ongsttheiueDcaimotyof course, be 
tstfed, I Would propose to limit the assessment of 
the Poll Tam to all nwles of and above the a^ of 
^hteen rears, and shonld this be approved of, the 
amount that will he collected will not, I believe, 
difibr materially from that yielded by the present 
House Tax 1 it may mve a bttle more, hut certainly 
not less; and from w I can gather 1 am fhlly j)er< 
Buaded that this sohcme, if wopted, will nnunubt* 
ediy be received by the people in,general with much 
ssnsfiiction. 


additioud taxation which all other 


rdheir, dwkld 

have to pa-y liotl Hou^ and In¬ 
come Tax, also, and, as it appeared 
to me that a ne-adjustm^t of the 
Taxes raised in tiiese Hills was 
required, on the 26th July 1801, 
1 addressed the Commissioner of 
Assam on the subject, proposing 
a modification of the existing sys- 
‘ tern, which I quote in the margin 
for ready reference. Tliis scheme 
was approved of and supj^rted by 
the Commissioner of Assam and 
the Board of Eevenue, who, how¬ 
ever, remarked “ that the people 
of these Hills will escape the 
ibes and Classes arc subjected to in 


the shape of either Income or Licence Tax”, which was just the vciy 
result that 1 had in view when drawmg up my propositions. 


16. The whole scheme was, however, disapproved of by the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, and, although I do not go so far as to say that the 
rebellion would have been averted had luy scheine been sanctioned, I 
yet cannot but feel that I did all I possibly could to muler the Taxes 
imposed by the Go\'emment as palatable to the people as possible, and 
tlmt it is hardly just I now shonld be blamed becan.se those Taxes which 
Government even refused to modify have i>roduccd a rebellion. 

1?'. . In conclusion I beg most respectfully to state that I feel so sure 


that ho act of mine, whether of omission or commission, has in any 
way caused the present rebellion, that I trust the Government, on a 
full consideration of the subject, will acquit me of all blame in the 
matter. Wore it otherwise I would not ask this from them, for I hedd 
that on Officer who,^ by n(^lcot of his duty, or want of judgment in the 
mano^meht of a District, thereby causes such a kmenti^e state 
atfairs to arise as that which exists at the present tame in l^e Jynteeab 
Hills, is not worthy d* employment, luuch less of the eenddratce of 
Qovenmumt; but as 1 am frUly persuaded that 1 always prnfbimod my 



dtttf conscientiously, hsve never been ti^t cM<} 

in any way exease the conduct of the rebdllious peofiiec^ tlif 
Hills, I not only look with confidence to an entire acqn^tal ftiflft 
blame, but ftdly anticipate that, on a complete review of t^ matt^^ ^ 
conduct, both before and after the rebc^ion had eommOncodi triH aiSet 
with the approval of Government. 


From BuaAuixa-GsKBBAi. St. 6. D, Showehs, c. b., Comntlsiiiottet Of ttic Cos^yab 
and Jyntceah HilJs, to the Secretary to'tlie Government ofBenf^,—(No 3, dated 
the 15 th April 186:2.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 888A. of the 3nd instant, 
I have the honor to submit, for the information of Government, my 
opinion as to the origin of the outbreak in the Jynteeah Hills. 

2. The subject must be considered with reference to the former 
administration of the country. The Oovcrainent of the Jyntc’eali 
Territory was transfciTcd to the British iu the year 183.o by the Rajali, 
who ill return received a stated allowance of 500 Rupees monthly. 
His authority over the people was merely nominal j he received from 
them no rcveniu^, and only certain dueswliich were of little value. The 
Dolloyes exercised their power over thcii. own and subordinate villages 
iudejM'.ndently of the Rajali; they liavc never been reconciled to th® 
transfer of their Territory to thp British Government; and they object 
to being placed under the jurisdiction of a foreign power witljout their 
own consent and without being consulted. 

3. So long as their old customs and administration were maintained 
they submitted; but even then only because they were prevented from 
forming an organised resistance by the activity of Colonel Lister, the 
Political Agent in these Hills. 

4. When, therefore, direct taxation was enforced in the District 
the relative riglits of the Government and the people were brought into 
<lirect contact, the independent spirit W the Siutengs led them to rcimt 
the authority assumed by the British. 

5. It waa done in 1860 when the HoT»e Tax was introduced; but 
at that time there was a huge Force available to move agaiust them, 
and the rising was at once subdued. 
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Ou tile present ocjcasibtt, inkpositicto of the Incoine Tax^ the 
insurredion ^ned head frcato want of a sufficient Force to coerce them. 
Colonel Bichardson, Cothmattdittg the 44th Native Infantry, an active 
and energetic Officer, moved out iHth the Force at hjs Command at the 
moment, Imt heoindd cblltect harely IW and File; and though 
he was successful in his attack on the stockades at Jalong and Muusow, 
yet the remainder of the District could not at once be visited, and the 
villages in these portions of the District were enabled to complete their 
hostile plans without Interruption. , ^ 

7. Taxation is in effect the cause of the iusurrection; but occurrences 

have taken place which have aggravated the feelings of the people and 
roused them to more determined resistance. » 

8. The first was the removal of the shields from the people. In a 
rude state of society there is a chivalry of feeling among the people 
which leads them to attach importance to their arms and implements 
of war. Among them shields and swords would be considered of special 
value. The Sintengs were offended at having them tfiken away ; and 
this act was rendered more offensive from the shields having been burn¬ 
ed before their eyes. 

9. The second act occurred only a few days before tlie present out¬ 
break, and has by many been supposed to be the cause of it. At a 
certain season a festival is held in which a war dancti is celebrated. In 
this dance the use of swords and shields is a part of the ceremony. At 
Jalong, while it was in the act of performance, the Darogah of Jowai 
went to ascertain, according to his own statement, what was going on; 
whether he interfered with the ceremony is not clear, but whatever he 
did was considered an interruption to the festival. The report is he was 
beaten by them; this has not been as yet proved; but afttsp the occur- 
reaace the Darogali proceeded on leave to Cherra, and within a fortnight 
afrer the first act of the insurrection commenced. 

10. 1 heard of this from different parties, and on my arrival at 
Jbwki I had intended, if I found the reports confirmed, to direct the 
imrneffiate removal of the Darogah; but he is represented as liaving 
done good fimrvios against the Bebids in the Jynteeah District since the 
ouibreskf 'X|>ropoae, therefore) for the present, to let him remain in 

< h^ibt a ffistmiee from his former Statkm. 
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11. It is seldom on acconnt of a »ngle measnft! of, Ooi^mment that 
a people rise up in i^belliou against tiye State, and, tliough llxe iutnoduc« 
lion of the Income Tax may bo the oritgiinfil cause of discontent, yet 
it apjwars doubtful whether Uie |belmgs bi' the peopb would 
broken out into open violence unless, they had been aggravated by the 
acts of the Local Autlunities. 

12. Tlic state of feeling among the Jyntceahs on ray return to. 
Jowai I found to be still uiutatisfiictary. On first visiting the Hills I , 
ft)rvrardcd a letter from Major Kowl^t, reporting tliat all the stockades 
ererted by the Kebels in the difierent villages had been taken; that the 
Rebels themselves had dispersed in small parties, and would be inca¬ 
pable of again making a combined resistance. 

13. Since that time some few villages to the westward have come 
in, hut those to the cast, the leaders of the insurrection, arc as violent 
as ever. There is no intelligence of their haunts, and I am unable to 
learn where they arc to be reached. 

1 k The first object of the Government must be to obtain the sub¬ 
mission of the Rebels, and it should he done without destroying the 
country by burning of villages, or humbling too far the spirit of the 
Sintengs. 

15. I have submitted to Government the copy of a lb*oclamation I 
have issued to the Rebels. 1 have further offered pardon to all who 
apply for it on the condition of bringing in their arms. Certain ex¬ 
ceptions have been mode, such as leaders of the insurrection, whose 
names I forward for the information of Government, and men who have 
hccu guilty of gross acts of treachery, or of crimes which should not 
be jmrdoncd. 

16. I have offered a reward of Rupees 1,000 to any one who shall 
bring in Ookiaug Nongbah, the prmci|ml instigator of the rebellion,, and 
1 |)roposc to punish others who have been most active in assisting in 
the revolt. 

17. During my short stay at Jowai some DoUoyes appeared before 
me and promised to bring in the inhabitants of some of the nqwt re¬ 
fractory villages. I i^eed to recmve^ them if they emne in on the 
conditions above stated. At the same timol do not intend to trust to 
such measuces alone to testewre the quiet and peace of 4be 

proijosc to carry on my Military opemiions actively. I shaR move MS 
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Oolnmna every part of tbe IHstrieti and alon^ the glens and 

TsUeys of rivers ▼here it is probable the Aebels have concealed tbeir 
families and stores. 

18. I hove already commenced these operstkms; the Column under 
my own Command will move to Nongfioot near the banks of the Kopili. 
A second will advance to Ralliong to co>operate with mine ; and the 
yarioue Columns in the south will move np the banks of the Mnntang 
and Stmdmng to search tliat part of the District. 

19, ' But I consider it necessary ,to state that the insurrection^ such 
aaihat of tlic Jyntoeahs has become, cannot be suddenly snbdned. It 
is not {uobable the people will consent to come in at once on terms 
whidi the British Government arc justified in offering. If th’jy arc not 
accepted we must trust to activity and ffrmness to overcome their 
obstinate conduct, and this will, of necessity, bo the woik of time. 



No. IV. 


A-om Rbioadieii-Gknrbal St. G. D. Sdowerb, c. b., (\>mmiasioner of tlie Coaiyah 
ami .J^ntccah Hills, to the Secretary to ti»e GoreramoBt of Bengal,—(No. 4, 
liateti Camp Barato, the 19th A]>ni 1862.) 

SiE, 

I Have the honor to report, for tJic information of Govern¬ 
ment, that, in accordance witlt the plans commnnieatt'xl in my letter 
No. 3 of the loth instant, I moved out on the following day to Mun- 
^uw. I found the place deserted, and there was no sign of the site 
having Iteen visited by the inhabitants. At night, however, two shots 
weiv. fired mto the camp, but this had been anticii)atcd, and a picket 
that had been planted during the night in that direction immediately 
UKtk up tlie fire and drove the Rohcls off. 

:2, The next morning a simultaneous movement was made by the 
Troops along the valley of the Muiitang. Major llowlatt accompanied 
the Detachment that moved through the valley of the river. His re¬ 
port I have the hyiior to forward for submissirtn to II is Honor the 
lji(MittMiant-Ooveruor. I myself accompanied the Ponte that advanced 
along the hcight.s. As wc moved oo, a .lemadar’s party was detached 
into a thick ravine that fell into the Muntang. Ho observed huts on 
the si{les of the Hill and incii in the distance, who were too far to 
follow up. 

\ second party was detached through another ravine, which, how- 
'■vov, observed nothing. 

When within three miles of llalliong, I observed in the valley below 
active signs of cultivation, and cattle and goats grazing. A small party 
under Chtidain Clarke, my Orderly Officer, was thrown out on the 
right; but, as a number of men were afterwards observed in the village, 
thi.s party was strengthened. They proceeded along thc« brow of the 
Hill overlooking the village, and came up with some 300 men, many 
of them armed. They fled, however, on the approach of Captain 
darkens party. He could not come up with them, hut he captured a 
woman with her child, whom he brought into camp. 

The main body of the Column at the same time moved down into 
the village, but the men fled and were lost in the ravines before the 

16 *' 



Column reached. It was these men probably that Captain darkens 
party fell in with. 

There were but a few huts in the vills^e: the valley below was covered 
with ground prepared for the cultivation of rice. It was well watered, 
.ind gave every prospect of a plentiful harvest. The Columns all 
reached camp by 2 o^clpck. 

To co-operate with the Column under my personal Command a De¬ 
tachment had been despatched to Ralliong on the 16th instant: it was 
ordered to advance on that place on the 17 th, and immediately on its 
arrival to throw out parties on the Muntang to intercept fugitives that 
might be driven in this direction by the Head-Quarter’s Column. ^It 
was placed under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ricl^rdson, and 
succeeded in capturing one man and thirteen women and children. An 
abstract of the information given by tlie several women is herewith for¬ 
warded, by which His Honor will observe that there is a desire among 
many of the inhabitants to come in, hut tliat they are prevented as yet 
from doing so by their Dulloycs and leading men of vilhtges. 

The operations of the Troops are to be actively carried on, and it is 
probable the interruption to the cultivation, which will be caused by 
the constant movement of Troops through tlic countiy, will induce the 
Rebel bodies to give themselves up. 


From Majok E. A. Rowi.att, Deputy Coinmissionnr of the tJossyah and Jyiitecait 
Hills, to TiBKiAoiKB-GENKRAt. tSr. G. D. SuowEBs, c. B., Commissioner of the 
Cosp)^ah and Jyuteeali Hills,—(dated Camp Kallionj;, the 17th April 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to rejxirt, for your information, that, in 
accordance with your directions, 1 proceeded with the Column under 
the Command of Lieutenant Jarrett, of Her Majesty’s 28th Regiment 
Native Infantry, to explore the valley of the Muntang between Munsow 
and Ralliong, and clear it of any of tlie Rebels that might lie secreting 
themselves in the jungles covering the Hills on each side of that river. 

2. The Column under Lieutenant Jarrett left Munsow soon after that 
under your personal Command had got clear of the village. For about 
the first mile the path led down the side of the HiU until it reached the 
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Miiutang River. On the way down we observed a few small huts which 
were \isited, but they were empty. There were, however, the marks of 
food having been cooked in one of them during the night and of about 
four persons having partaken of it. These people appear to have gone 
down towards the river, but after tracking thtir foot-prints for some 
distance all further trace of them was lost. 

$ 

3. After reaching the bed of the river we had to travel over large 
boulders and occasionally to ascend the sides of the Hills on either side 
of the river: this part of the road is^ perfectly impracticable for horses, 
and the path in most places almost imperceptible: in no place were there 
any marks of people having been living about these jungles, nor was any 
cultivation observable on either side of the river until we approached near 
under the village of Shilliong Muntang. 

4. On nearing the last named village the path led up to the heights 
to the north of the river on which Shilliong Muntang is situated, and 
as wc had to quit this path, the party had to force their way through 
the jungle for about two miles, until we fell in with the path leading 
from that \nllugc towards Ralliong. 

5. After leaving Muiisow, and until arriving within about a mile of 
llalliong, we saw no one ; but about this distance from this village we 
rjhscrvcd four women working in the fields, who, however, ran away before 
wc could communicate with them. Shortlv afterwards a man crossed the 
path ahead of us, and he, on being called to, stood still, and although at 
lirst he seemed to be afraid of coming towards us, he eventually allowed 
me to walk up to him and accompanied us into Ralliong. 

6. This man proved to be a villager belonging to Shamphong, who 
eultivatcs land in the Ralliong jurisdiction. lie stated to me that the 
m.ajority of the Rebels had gone off eastward on hearing of the IVoops 
in this direction, hut that he would endeavour to bring in the people of 
Sliamphong and Ralliong if permitted to go and invite them in. 

7. This man also confirms the rc^rts I had formerly rtceived that 
the Doloye of Ralliong, named Oobong, had done all he hould to prevent 
the village from joining in the rebellion, but Uiat Bakhair and Ookut 
Pathors had exerted their influence to induce the people to erect stockades, 
and that it is the former who is now preventing the people from submit- 
ling and returning to tliefr allegiance to the Government. 
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Abstract of the vnfmnation given by the Women of Shamphong captured 

by Colonel Richardson’s Column. 

That the jjcople of Shamphong wish to elect a Doloye to take in their 
submission, but are prevented doing so by the principal men of Jowai 
and Jalong, who threatAi to kill all those who give themselves up. That 
the Rebels have taken tp the jungles and remain in no one place for any 
length of time. That the Jowai and Jalong people were the instigators 
of the rebellion. 


I'’i (nn BaniAiiiBtt-tJRNKEAi, .St. (J. D. Siiowebs, c. b., Commissioner of the Cewsyah 
and Jyntoah Hills, to tho (Secretary to the Goverumciit of Itcn^l,—(No. ,% 
(Lated Sliillioiit,f Muiitang, the 22ud April 1862.) 

Sik, 

As llis Honor the Lientenant-Govemor may like to be in¬ 
formed of (tvery phast; of feeling among the Sintengs as it occurs, I beg 
. to TCj^HUt, in contiiiiiation of my letter No. 4 of the lOtli instant, that a 
Guai’d which had Ixicii (h'tached by liieutcnant-Colonel Richardson to 
join me at Barato surprised at Shilliong Muntang, on its route, a party of 
men and women. They bmuglit them on. On examination 1 found one 
of them to liiive l)een formerly a Pathor. lie represented he had come 
to Shilliong Muntang by the invitation of the Bur Dolloyc, a designation 
given to the DoIIoye of Nurtoiig, wlio is considered the Chief of the 
Dolloyes, with the intention of accompanying him to my camp to offer 
Jiis submission, and that the party witli him had met for a similai' pur- 
])Ose. 

2. The Bur Dolloyc, it may be ])roper to mention, has shewn him¬ 
self anxious to restore peace and order into the District, and has exerted 
himself to indnci' those who arc loyally inclined to offer their submission. 
'This man hiul left Jowai the day before 1 moved out to confer with the 
inhabitants*of some of the vilhiges who had been foremost in the iji- 
surrectiou and ^visc them to give themselves up, and he had promised to 
join me at Barato, to ri'port whether he had been successful or 
otlicrwisc. He came in during the evening according to promise, and 
eoiifirmeil the siatemeut made by the ex-Patbor and his companions. 
They were, of course, on his rriKirt, immediately nlcased. 
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3. Other favorable dciiionstrations were made on the Slst, bnt they 
were of minor importance. 

This morning, however, after my arrival at this place, a number of 
the residents of the village, and among them a proscribed Dolloyc, 
presented themselves and offered their submission. This movement was 
effected by the Bur Dolloyc, who had precdlcd the Column in the morn¬ 
ing and prepared the residents for my coming. In contbrmity with the 
terms of my Proclamation, those whose names were not included in the 
list of the prascribed were pardoned, their names were registered, and 
they were allowed to return to their occupations. The Dolloyc has 
been confined and will be tried under the Act by the Special Coni- 
niission* 

4. It is cxjicctcd that during the next two or three days the whol(^ 
village will come in and re-scttle themselves. 1 consider thiP move¬ 
ment important, as the inhabitants of Shilliong Muntaug were rejire- 
sented as among the most refractory in the District; but 1 ndriiiii for the 
present from offering further comment, as there is still an angry feeling 
abroad, which prevents my forming any cxijcctation of an immediate 
settlement of the disturbances iu the District. 


From l}RioAi)ij:E-(Ii:M.it\i. St. (3. I). Suowkhs, r , n., Commissioner of the C«>ssyali 
and .lyiiteeali Hills, to ilie Soen'tarv to tlie (Jovcrmnetit of Heiigal,—(No. 8, daUid 
Camp Juwai, tlie .April 18{5‘J.) 

Sir, 

I ii.vvE the honor to report that I returned to Jowai on the 
2ith instant, and found messages from some of the refractory viliagi^s 
awaiting ray arrival. There is now evidently a rapidly extending desire 
among the jieojdc to tender their submission, but they still h(;.sitate to corns 
in that tlicy may first ascertain, as it seems, wdicthcr the terms offered 
in my Proclamation will be acted upon. 

2. The first instance of this, since my Column left Shilliong Muu- 
tang, appeared among a party of men who were watching us on our 
march from Shamphong to this. They contiiiucfi to follow the Column 
on a rmige of Hills running parallel to our line of march, but at 
sofne considerable distance. 1 sent a small party to discover who they 



( 126 ) 


■were. On the Soldiers approaching they ran, hut one eame forw^ard 
and said they wished to give themselves up. He was brought into 
camp. He proved to be an inhabitant of Mooklow, a subordinate 
village to Shamphong, and represented the whole village was prepared 
to submit, and he had come forward to learn on what terms they 
were to be received. Tlie Proclamation was explained to him, and he 
has returned to communicate it. He has promised to return in five 
days. 

3. A second instance was reported by the Jemadar of the Cossyah 
Police, who mentioned having received a message from the inhabitants 
of Jowai. Tliis village is acknowledged by all to have tjikcn the lead 
in the insurrection, and the one that has been most resolutely* opposed 
to the authority of the British Government. 

4. day following, the friendly Dolloye of Noiigbah communi¬ 
cated a message from some families belonging to Jowai, Munsow, 
Jalong, and Latoober, stating that if I would go out to meet them at 
Nurteng or Nongjoongec all the inhabitants would tender their 
submission, 

5. I objected to moving out to meet them, as I have, on all occa¬ 
sions, avoided making any demqnstrations of soliciting thcir submission. 
Until they feci the power of the British Govcnimcnt, and that pardon 
is a great boon, their submission will be but temporary, and they will 
be ready to break out again whenever they may suppose they are 
aggrieved. By obliging the people to come forward unconditionally 
the settlement will probably be a little longer delayed, and it may 
oblige me to move out again; but the settlement by this means, when 
it is effected, will be more complete, and will place the relations between 
the people and the Government on a clear and more satisfactory footing. 

6. I accordingly directed a reply to be made that, if the men desired 
pai'don, they must come and apply for it wherever I might be. They 
arc now to come on the 28th, after which a large deputation is to 
follow. 

7. The reports from Shilliong Muntang continue very satisfactory. 
The people with their families are coming in in numbers, and I have now 
detached Lieutenant Andrew, Assistiuit Commissioner, -who lately arri¬ 
ved from Assam, to proceed to that place to superintend the arrange¬ 
ments. 
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8. The only unsatisfactory reports 1 have received arc from the 
southern part of the District. The movements I had directed to be 
made in tliat quarter have been stopped by an Officer in Command of 
one of the Detachments having failed to execute his orders; but, as 
I learned last iiiglit that this Officer had reached the post to which he 
had been directed, the movements, I conclude, are in course of execu¬ 
tion. The result 1 shall have the honor to report hereafter. 

9. I beg to report that I have directed Major Rowlatt, the Deputy 
Commissioner, to proceed to Cherra Poonjec to prepare the Annual Papers 
and Reports, and Mr. T. Smith, lute the Joint Magistrate of Sylhet, I 
have appointed to the District of Jyntccah, having his Station at 
Jowai. ^ 

10. I have further directed the two Dctachraeiits of the ^8th Native 
Infantry to proceed to Gowhatty as soon as the necessary arranffements 
can be made for their moving, and the Company at Berhampore will 
be .sent there also. 


l'’roiii IJKio\T»tER-(«rxERAr. St, G. D. Showers, o. b,, Commissioner of the Cossyah 
ami Jvntooah Hills, to the Secretary to tlie Govornmeiit of Bengal,—(Xo. 90, 
dated Ciimn Jowai, the 29tli Ai>ril 18G-2.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for submission to Govenimcnt, 
two Reports, in original, from Lieutenant TJdny, of the 44th Native 
Infantry, whom I left in Command of a Detachment of his Regiment 
at Shilliong Muntang. 

2. These Reports arc satisfactory. Tlic obedience of the men of 
this village may now be considered to be established. 

3. The report that Lieutenant Udny makes of tlie Sirdars of 
Barato having come in is also satisfactory, as they had before declared 
their resolution to hold out to the last. The result of the durbar that 
is to be held will not be known for a few days, as the men are scattered 
in jungles and glens, and there will be delay in coUecting them. 

4. I beg to enclose a Diary of occurrences since I retuiiied to Jowai, 
by which the Lieutentant-Governor will observe the advances that are 
daily making towards the paciheatiou of the District. 
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5. There is evidently a growing desire among the people to eome in 
and tender tlicir submission. I have reports and messages from all the 
refraetory villages but tw'o, Ralliong and Rumbai, expressing their w'ish to 
conic in. One report states that nine families arc in a particular place, 
and arc only prevented from presenting themselves from some fancied 
danger. A second, that the whole village has paid in the House Tax to 
the Dolloye, who is unable to bring in the amount from fear of the 
threats of the more obstinate Rebtls. A third party actually sends in the 
House Tax through a friendly Dolloye; but, notwithstanding these 
favorable assurances, it is yet a fact that the people who send the 
messages arc still in their glens and forests. 

G. I have endeavored to publish my Proclamation throughout the 
District; but the people have no written language, and it is difficult to 
make known among them the intentions of the Government. The 
friendly Dolloyes arc still afraid to go among them, and when they do 
have the opportunity of communicating the terms of the Proclamation, 
it must be done orally. It is then doubtful whether it is reported eor- 
rectly, and if it is, the people will distrust the message. 

7. I propose, therefore, moving out wdth a strong Column to some 
of the principal villages to ascertain personally that the lhx)clamation 
lias been correctly understood, and to itfford the men who arc in tlie 
vicinity the opportunity of coming to tender their submission. 

8. The movements of the different Columns, which I reported in a 
former letter I had directed to be made, have been completed. They 
have been variously successful. I have now commenced a second series 
of movements. 

9. The residents of the village of Ralliong have, I am led to think 
from a report from Mr. Ingels to the Deputy Commissioner at Nowgoug, 
fled to the banks of the Kopili and taken shelter in caves in the vicinity 
of that River. To these people I propose hereafter, when the men of the 
other villages have been settled, to send the Police Darogah, who will 
then have no difficulty in bringing ||iem in. 

10. I do not intend to discontinue the movements of the Columns 
until I find the principal villages arc settled, and even after that escorts 
will have to proceed to the different posts in charge of supplies. 1 
propose, therefore, to apply to the proper Department for oil skin 
Capes and Caps for 300 men. 
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11. The rains have already begun. It has rained continuously for 
the last three days. This is the weather, I am informed, may be expected 
throughout the season; and as there will be little dry weather, the 
men should be protected, as much as possible, from the incessant rain. 


Diary of the arrival of Men wlu) have come in to tender their submission, 

2&h April 1862.—Four men and twenty women and children at 
Jowai appeared and gave themselves up to the Commissioner. Their 
names were registered and they were allowed to return to their homes. 

The ousted Dolloye of Munsow came in. He received pardon, and, 
after his Taame was registered, was allowed to return to his village. He 
stated he would bring in forty families. 

^7th. — h. Report was received from Lieutenant Walcott stating that 
eighty-nine men of Batour, and eighteen of Rungatt, had come and 
given themselves up to him. ^ 

Oohet Cossyah of Latoober appeared before the Commissioner and 
stated that the people of his village were about holding a durbar for the 
purpose of giving themselves up with their arms on the 29th instant, 

28/A.—Twenty-four persons of Jowai and a man of Jalong appeared 
and gave themselves up to the Commissioner. Their names were re¬ 
gistered and they were allowed to return to their homes. 

The Dolloye of Nungbah appeared and stated that six families at one 
of the subordinate villages of Jow'ai had paid their House Tax to him in 
token of their submissioii. Tl^ were required to appear before the Com¬ 
missioner. The Pathor of Nungbah stated to the Commissioner that 
five families of some of the subor^ate villages of Jowai wished to give 
themselves up, and was prepared to give their names. 

A party of eleven men and women were brought in by a Guard, 

who, it appeared on examination ^th the statement of those men who 
had previously come in, were proceeding to present themselves before 
the Commissioner and were their^j^thers and relations; they were, 
with one exception (who was kept for further examination), allowed to 
return to their homes after their names were registered. 

A Report was received form Lieutenant Walcott stating that a 
Matabor of Rungatt liad given himself up to that Ofiicer. 


17 
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From Likdtpnant G. C. Udnt, Commanding Detacliment, 44th Native Infantry, 
to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(dated Sliilloug 
Muntang, the 27th April 1862.) 

Sir, 


I HAVE the honor to inform you that every thing is quiet at 

4 Naicks place. Some of the Sirdars of Barato 

76 Sepoys. }\ave come in. My Force has been strength¬ 

ened by the arrival of the Detachment from Munsow and is now as 
per margin. 


1 .Tomadar. 
3 Ilaviladrs. 


From Lieutenant G. C, Udwt, Commanding Detachment, 44th Native Infantry, 
to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,—(dated Shillong 
Muntang, the 20th April 1862.) •> 

SiRj 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that all the villagers of this 
I Ha\ildar place have come in. I sent three men 

27 yesterday to^arato; they saw about fifty of 

the Rebels in the village, and they sent back 
word that they would hold a durbar to decide about coming in or not 
and send word about their decision; the place is quiet and no signs of 
the enemy neai* at hand. 


From BaioAniKa-GENEBAr. St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Conjmissioner of the Cossyah and 
.lynteeah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 18, dated 
CSimp Jowai, the 6th May 1862.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to forward, for submission to Ilis Honor the 
Lieutenaut-Governor, the Diary of Proceedings since my last dispatch, 
and a Report from Lieutenant Andrew, Assistant Commissioner, whom 
I had directed to proceed to Shilliong Muntang to settle that village. 

2. From the Diary His Honor will observe that, though there has 
been no great increase numerically(§f the men who have given in their 
submission, yet ft has been progressing steadily. 

3. There are two leading causcBrhich prevent a rapid progress. The 
first is a doubt in the minds of the people of the maimer they will be 
received and treated. Wild reports have been circulated of the barba¬ 
rous intentions of the Government towards them ; and as they have no 
written language, it is only by means of verbal communications that 
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they can be approached. This is diflBcult to be done, as the majority of 
theqj^ are concealed in their glens and forests^ and are beyond the reach 
of communication by Government servants, through whom alone truthftil 
statements can be conveyed. 

4. The sedhid is the threats that are held out by the Rebels of 
phmdering and destroying the villages and property of those who give 
in their submission. Many, therefore, who are really loyally inclined, 
still continue in the jungles to avoid being attacked by them. The 
arrangements that I have made for the defence of Shilliong Muntang 
will inspire confidence when they ’are known ; but then, on the other 
hand, the difficulty arises as to the means of making these generally 
known. 

5. The letter from Lieutenant Andrew is so far important that it 
reports the settlement of the most important village of the Trans- 
Muntang portion of the District, and of the capture of another of the 
proscribed Rebels. 

6. The same report mentions the murder of two Sepoys who were 
proceeding from Nurteng to. Shilliong Muntang with a Dawk Runner. 
It appears they were attacked by about twenty men armed with bows 
and arrows. The Sepoys were young, inexperienced men, and must 
liave fired wildly, which gave confidence to the' Sintengs. I heard of 
it yesterday on my anival at Munsow, and immediately sent a 
Detachment to attack the village. It was subordinate to Munsow. 
The inhabitants fled on the arrival of the Detachment, but the village 
was burnt and destroyed. 

7. I had gone out with the intention of visiting the friendly villages 
with a weak escort and had not a sufficient number of men with me to 
search effectually the glens around the place where the Rebels had 
found shelter. I have come in to organise the formation of other 
Columns to send into diffcnnit parts of tljc country, as this act of 
treachery, after the very conciliato^ measures that had been adopted 
towards them, should be punished. The hostility indicated by this 
murder is not general among all the inhabitants, as I found, on arriv¬ 
ing at Munsow, that thirty-six of all classes had come in, and many 
more had proposed to tender their submission and settle at Taekitang. 
They are to report themselves to any Officer who may visit Munsow 
in Command of a Detachment. 
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8. The following arrangements have accordingly been made: a 
Detachment will be sent out to-morrow to skirmish through the J^oo- 
rungs within the jurisdiction of Munsow. 

9. A second Detachment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, is 
under orders to proceed to Noiigfloot in search of the iftebels who arc 
concealing themselves in the jungle in the vicinity. 

10. I i)ropose myself to march in Command of a separate Detach¬ 
ment to Munsow to co-operatc in skirmishing through the valley of the 
Muntang and to proceed afterwards via Ealliong to Sonaie. This 
place is stated to be within two hours journey of the Kopili Falls and 
'the hbt springs, and near tlic \illage of Thooraoogoho, which was plun¬ 
dered by the Sintengs as reported by Mr. Ingels, the Extra^kssistant 
Conunissioner, Now'gong, dated 38th Mai’(;h 1863« 

11. If it be practicable J will send a Detachment of fifty Muskets 
under an European Officer to Assaloo. The greatest difficulty will be 
with regard to supplies, as none, 1 understand, arc to be obtained in 
North Cachai’, the supplies for the Police Detachment stationed there 
having to be brought from Nowgong. 

I quite agree in ojrinion with the Commissioner of Assam that, for the 
present at least, a Detachment shoidd be stationed at Assaloo. 


Diary of the arrival of Men who have come in to tender their mhmission. 

Jowai, 30//i April 18G2—A report received from the Naib Darogah 
Soorkce, stated that the people of Burgluit, Pachador, Teeting, and 
Nichanpore had paid their revenue, and that he had detained the Majee 
of Burghat until further orders. 

Six men of Latoober came in and gave themsc Ives up to the Com¬ 
missioner with tlicir arms, consisting cf ten bows, twenty-eight arrows, 
two bwords, and two shields. H^hey stated the people of their village 
had held a durbar, at which it was decided to tender their submission. 
That, others in consequence of tlfis resolution, wore about to follow. 
Tlic names of the six men were registered, and they were allowed to re¬ 
turnee their village. 

1st May 1862.—Twp men of Jalong, four of Shampoong, and a man 
of Munsow, came and gave in their submission, they at the same time 
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paid their House Tax. Tlieir names were registerd, and they were 
allowed to return to their Itomes. 

Nurteng^ %id May 1862,—Information was given, on Commissioner's 
visiting Nurteng, that a number of the women and children of the 
fugitive Rebels had visited the Nurteng market. It appears they with 
their husbadds are fugitives, and that they will take the first oppor¬ 
tunity to come in. 

Nurteng, Zrd May 1862.—Six men of Jowai were brought in to the 
Commissiorilr at Nurteng to give their submission. Their names were 
registered, and they were allowed td return to their homes. 

Nongjoongee, 5th May 1862.—One man of Jowai was brought in to 
Nongjodlfee by the Dolloye of that village. His name was registered, 
and he was allowed to return to his oeeiipations. 

Munsov), 5th May 1862.—The Commissioner on visiting Munsow 
found thirty-six persons, men, women, and ehildren, had returned to 
the village. They were brought in by Oohay Dolloye, who, as stated 
in my Report No. 9, dated 29th ultimo, promised to bring in forty 
families. 

Five men of Jalong sent in their submission, and House Tax, by 
the Pator of Nongbah to the Commissioner while at Munsow. They 
were ordered to attend in person. 

Lieutenant Andrew, Assistant Commissioner, reported that great 
numbers of the young men of Shilliong Muntang had come in and 
tendered their submission, and there was no longer a doubt that the 
whole village had accepted the terms of the Proclannation. He also 
sent in a proscribed Rebel by name Ookma Dolloye. He further re¬ 
ported that two Sepoys escorting the Dawk to Shilliong Mimtang were 
surrounded by the Rebels between that place and Munsow and were 
killed. 

Colonel Richardson, Commanding 44th Native Infantrj'^, reports 
that, on the 3rd May, ten men of Ralliong came within speaking dis¬ 
tance of Lieutenant Sadleir, and promised to bring in thirty families 
if they were not molested. The promise was given. 

Three men of Jowai came in and gave themselves up to Mr. Smith, 
ASsistant Commissioner, on the 2nd and 5th instant; their names W'erc 
registered, and they were allowed to return to their village. 
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Joicai, 6tk May 18(>S.—Six men of Jowai were brought in by the 
instrumentality of the Christians of Jow&i. Their names were re¬ 
gistered, and they were allowed to return to their homes. Their families, 
consisting of about twenty-nine women and children, are expected 
in to-morrow. 

Camp Jowai, \ St. G. D. Showers, Bngadier-deneral, 

The Qth May 1863. j Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 


IVom Libotenant A. Andrew, Assistant Commissioner of the %ntceah Hills, 
to Bbigadier-Gekekad St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commissioner of the Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills,—(No. 3, dated Camp Shillong Muutang, the 3rd May 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for your information, tSst, during 
the last two or three days, great numbers of the young men of this 
village have come in and tendered their submission, and tfiat there can 
now no longer be a doubt that the whole vilhige has considered it 
advisable to accept the terms offered by Government. The portion of 
the Poonjee I ‘previously reported empty is now, I am happy to say, 
thickly populated. I am of opinion that the extra Troops brought with 
me from Munsow must have alarmed the villagers; that they accordingly 
waited; but finding no steps were taken offensively have thought better 
of it and come in. 

2. Villagers of Le Tcrricn and Shifrang have also come in, but I 
regret to say that up to date the inhabitants of Barato remain obstinate. 
Their leaders are Oolicn Bandarce and Ooher Lungdo. 

3. I this mofning proceeded in company with Lieutenant Udny, 
one Havildar, and eight men to the eastern part of the village, partly for 
the purpose of seeing how matters were progressing, and partly because 
I consider that the more one mixes with the Cossyahs, the sooner they 
will cease to fear J^uropeans and Sepoys. On my return we met a pai*ty 
of Cossyahs emerging from a jungle-path that leads towards Barato, and 
with them was Ookher Sungut. 

4. The party did not perceive us until they were witliin Musket shot. 
On my calling to them they came forward, and the interpreter pointed 
one of them out to me as Ookraa Dolloye. I immediately handed them 
(Ookher and Ookma) over to Lieutenant Udny, and they were brou^it 
in prisoners. 
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5. I first interrogated the Dolloye, who stated that the other Rebels 
would not let him com^ii previously, and that he was, then on his way 
coming to give himself up. I, from the attendant circumstances, believe 
tliis statement to be true. On his person were found four slugs, and I 
am informed by his brother that the Dolloye’s musket is concealed with 
his dhan, cattle, &c., near Barato. The prisoner and his belongings 
shall be sent in to-morrow, and, if I succeed in finding the musket and 
cattle, I will forward them on the following day. 

6. Ookher Sungut was next questioned as to his absence of five days, 
and he stated that he could not get the Dolloye to come in, and was 
unable |o find him for a day or two. This is untrue, as when I sent for 
him on the first, he replied that if the Dolloye came he would, otherwise 
not. I have, nevertheless, considering he would be useful to Govern¬ 
ment, taken ii^on myself the responsibility of pardoning him, subject to 
certain conditions. 

7* I, through the Dolloye of this place, administered to him the oath 
prevailing among these Tribes, vis., eating salt placed on a door, and he 
swore that he would, on condition of being pardoned, endeavor to bring 
in the Barato people, and otherwise serve Government to the best of his 
ability. Having done this I despatched him to Barato to make enquiries, 
to shew the people the foUy of resisting, and the benefits that will accime 
by their coming in without further delay, and to prepare those who may 
be well disposed for a visit I intend making them. He returns at day¬ 
break to-morrow with the necessary information. Previously to des¬ 
patching him I gave him fully to understand that, if h^layed me false, 
his life would be the penalty should he be again capturra. 

8. From information received I trust soon to be able to report more 
favorably of the Barato people: it appears to me that many are willing 
to come in, but are deterred by their leaders. As soon as ever a move 
is made I will leave a Guard there as cmpow'crcd by yourself. 

9. Yesterday I rcceiyed^nstructions from Mr. Smith to proceed to 
Munsow ^^as soon as the District adjacent to this shall have been 
settled, ” but infer from this that I am, if possible, to get in the Barato 
people first. 

10. I have the honor fui-ther to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of this day's date?, and at the same time regret to be obliged to re¬ 
port the melancholy fate of the Guard escorting the same. Between 
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thia find Munsow tliey were surroanded by a lai^e number of Rebels^ 
' all, according to the guldens account, men of ]\flinsow; the Sepoys, two 
in number, gate the letter to the guide, who brought it in, and were left 
by him, endeavoring to defend themselves. Immediately on hearing 
of this a Guard was despatched. Tlicy brought in one poor fellow's 
body at about 9 p. m< frightfiilly mangled, but had not seen the other. 
He h^ doubtless shared the same fate. His musket, bayonet, and 
ammunition has fallen into the hands of the enemy. 


From BKiaAniEE-GENEEAr. St. G. D. Showtjes, c. b., Commissioner'of the Cossyah and 
J}Titeeah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. |0, dated 
Camp Barato, the 8th May 1862.) ^ 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 18 of the 6th ^stant, I have 
the honor to report, for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor, that, in conformity with the intentions therein stated, I 
moved out to Munsow cm the 7th. During the day I had directed a tem¬ 
porary bridge to be thrown across the Muntang, and, as I was informed 
the Rebels had previously broken down every bridge that had been 
made, I directed a Guard to be posted there at night. The Rebels 
came as usual to destroy it, and one ©f them was surprised and shot. 

2. In the morning I proceeded across the Muntang and skirmished 
over the ground where the Sepoys were killed. On the appearance of 
the Detachment making a movement to the left a shrill cry was given, 
and on the dire^ion of the flank movement having been ascertained 
they disappeared 

The Detachment reached Shilliong Muntang without further distur¬ 
bance. 

On arriving, however, at this place a report was communicated to me 
by Lieutenant Andrew, the Assistant Commksioner, that the Rebels, to 
the number of between two and three hund^d, were lying in ambuscade 
about four miles on the road to Barato. The conduct hitherto pursued 
by the Sintengs did not justify my believing this report; hut I 
thought it better to advance on without delay to this to meet any pos¬ 
sible combination that might be forming, as it was probable the accident 
of cutting off two Sepoys would encourage the Rebels to a bolder line 
of conduct than they have as yet shewn. 
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After halting to allow tlie men to take a hasty meal I advanced on 
to this. The friendly cultivators of Shilliong Mimtang reported that 
scouts were on the road; but we saAv no enemy beyond two men who 
ran across the road flourishing their swords and dashed into the thick 
glen by the side of the road. 

My arrival at Barato, however, I learned by an inhabitant of the 
village who lias joined me, disturbed a durbar that was being hold. 
There AV(;rc only fifty men assembled, who, on seeing my Column, dis¬ 
persed and went in the direction of Nongfloot. 

This change in my plans will delay my arriving at .Towai for a day 
or two, but I propose to carry out my original intention so soon as 
Ineutenapt-Coloncl lliehardsou, uith his Detachment from Ralliong, 
shall arrive. 


Monionindiun from ^rA.i<>u T. Wrioiit, Oflirialiiig Assistant Adjatant-ticiioval of the 
Army, to tlif Secretary to till'(Jovcruinciit of Bengal,—(Xo. OS'i, dated tlio 'JOtli 
Miiv lsG-2.) 

Fohwakdkd for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
(governor of Bengal. 


I'Vom Sr. (i. D. Siiowkks, r, n., Commanding rresideiicy Divi¬ 
sion, to tile .\dJiitant-(Jenoral of tlie Army,—(Xo. dated Camp llalliong. 

Ilio ]4th ilay 1SG2.) 

Sill, 

In conformity with the intentions exjiresscd in my letter 
bJo. 15lA. of the loth instant, 1 proceeded on that day to Xoujeloiig. 

2. It may be proper to mention that I coiisiderd it lU'cessary to 
change the plans I had formctl, as rciiortediii my letter No. 150A. of 
the 7th instant, in cousequenee of reports eonimniiieatcd to me, on my 
arrival at Shilliong IMuntaiig, by the Assi.staiit (’omraissioiicr who had 
been stationed there, of a largeIfcidy of 11 ebels having assembled in the 
vicinity between that place and Barato. 
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3. I considered it possible that the little advantage the Rebels had 
gained by murdering the two Sepoys on the third night have given 
them confidence and emboldened their scattered parties to meet together 
to face our Troops. I determined, therefore, to meet them at once. 
Halting at Shilliong Muntang for a short time to allow of the men 
taking their dinner, I proceeded on to Barato to attack them. I met, 
however, but two men who rushed across the road beyond musket shot, 
and then were lost in the thick forest. 

4. Immediately after my arrival I sent a party under Captain Clarke 

to reconnoitre round the surrounding forest. A shot was fired at him by 
the Rebels; but after this the Column remained undisturbed during 
the night. ^ 

5. The next day I went out with a portion of the Force to recon¬ 
noitre through the country. There w^cre some few men in an adjoining 
village who were w'atehing the movements of the Column, and, think¬ 
ing they might belong to the party of Rebels said to be assembled here, 
1 followed them, but after a time they disappeared in the jungle. They 
were probably cultivators, whom the arrival of the Column had dis¬ 
turbed. 

C. On returning to Barato I found Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson 
with a Detachment of eighty muskets had amved for the purpose of 
proceeding to Nongfloot. 

7. Before returning to the soutli T thought it better to proceed with 
my own and Licutciiant-Coloiicl Richardson’s Detachraent to skirmish 
through the forest on both banks of the Muiidriang. I accordingly 
proceeded the next morning with the Column to Noujclong, leaving a 
strong Detachment to hold Barato. AV'e saw no enemy : two parties of 
four and live men appeared at a long distance along our route, but 
beyond firing a gun far bc\'ond musket range, there was no attempt at 
opposition. 

8. The next day I went with my own Detachment to Ilurwan, where, 
it was reported, a portion of the Rebels had taken shelter. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson was directed to remain a second day at Noujclong 
for the purpo.se of moving througli the foi’c.st at leisure. My march 
was unattended with any occurrence•rorthy of remark: a few men 
were seen running along llie tops of the Hills, but at too great a 
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distance, to distinguish whether tliey were armed, or men carrying 
loads. Hurwan was deserted, and we wore not disturbed throughout 
the night. 

9. Throughout this march it has been evident the Rebels cannot 
bring any number of men together which may not be overcome and 
seized by a strong Police. They are now mere marauders. Further 
Military operations, therefore, for the suppression of the Rebels will no 
longer, in that quarter, be necessary. 

10. But these marauders are very active, they move through the 
different portions of the District where Troops are not stationed, and 
alarm the people, by threats of killing them and burning their houses, 
from returning to their villages and resuming their occupations, and, 
from the absence of Troops in the vicinity to protect them, these threats 
have had considerable effect. During my late expedition in the northern 
parts of the District I have observed this in more than one 
instance. 

11. To meet this difficulty I have arranged to post 180 Rank and 
File in the Trans-Muntang tract. 1 haA’^e placed them under the 
Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, an actiA^e and energetic 
Officer, who has given me great satisfaction throughout the operations. 
He Avill have his Head-Quarters at Barato, a position which will enable 
him to protect the cultivators of the neAvly settled village of Shilliong 
Muntang, and command the south bank of the Mimdriang and the 
adjoining glens and forests. It is further of importance, as the 
inhabitants of Barato are the hottest in their resistance and a Force at 
the Aullagc will shew them they cannot rc-occupy it except as loyal 
subjects of the State. 

12. From Barato Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson has been directed 
to send strong Detachments, Avhenever he may consider necessary, to 
Noujelong, Piinjap, and the Kaklow Dolloyc, a thick forest, where the 
Rebels occasionally take shelter; and during breaks in the weather he 
will proceed to Mokeem and other villages in the jiuiglc track of 
Nongfloot, where he Avill halt a day AvhcucAcr he may think it Avill be 
of advantage. 

13. These arrangements in the north AAdll give to those who are 
peaceably and loyally inclined the assurance of the protection of the 
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Govemmeut, and it will prove to the Rebels that they will not be 
allowed to settle in security even in their remote and wild Districts, 

14. I am now on my route to the Kopili falls and hot springs to 
carry out the plan reported in my letter No. 150A. of the Tth instant. 


From Bbig-uuer-Genebaj, St. G. D. Showees, c. b., Commissioner of the Cossyah 
and Jyntceah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 29, 
dated Dingling, the 22nd May 1862.) 

SlRj 

I HAVE the satisfaction to report, for the information of 
Goveniment, that active Military operations in the J)Titccah,Hills are 
at an end, and that the spirit of the insurrection is subdued. 

In dealing with this wide-spread outbreak throughout the District 
the measures to meet it have been rendered more difficult by the double 
object which had to be kept in view. While opposing and subduing tlic 
open hostility of the Rebels which required great severity it was 
necessary to cany on the operations in such a manner as to allay alarm, 
to give confidence to those who had remained loyal, and to assure that 
portion of the inhabitants who had deserted their villages and houses, 
in consequence of the threats of the Rebels, that the British Govern¬ 
ment were both willing and able to protect them. Accordingly, after 
the Rebels had been dispersed and their stockaded villages destroyed, 
Columns of sufficient strength to meet any armed hands that still kept 
together, were organized to move through the country; and His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor will observe, from the Map which I have had 
drawn up, that they have traversed every quarter of the District. There 
is scarcely a village or forest glen that has not been visited by one or 
other of the Columns, and the temporary huts that the Rebels had 
erected for their shelter, and the stores of grain collected for subsist¬ 
ence during these insiuTcctionary movements, have either been destroy¬ 
ed or made use of for the British Forces. 

Tlie power of the Government has not only been displayed, hut the 
activity and endurance of the Troops engaged have proved to the 
inhabitants that there is no dilliculty, or danger, or labor, that dis¬ 
ciplined Soldiers will not encounter. 
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At the same time while these severe and active measures were being 
carried on, the Commanders of Columns had instructions to distinguish 
between Rebels in actual resistance, and those who were fugitives; and 
it is by the successful manner in which these Commanders have conducted 
their operations that so many have been brought in within so short a 
space of time. 

The Rebels, though they have been able to elude our Troops by the 
advantages which mountains and thick forests afford for shelter, haves, 
however, suffered severely in the loss of houses, grain, and other 
property, and I regret to add frdm casualties in their families, from 
exposure and sickness, and the present operations will be a warning to 
them against again waging war or resisting the authority of the 
British Govemmenj;. 

But a general rising of a people cannot be subdued by mere Military 
operations. Some of the Chiefs of the insurrection are still abroad, and 
there arc armed gangs about the country who will keep it in a state of 
iinsettlcdncss. The arrest of these men can only be effected by means 
of the Police. 

As the Establishment sanctioned by Government has been completed, 
I have already directed Assistant Commissioner Lieutenant Andrew to 
proceed with a party of Police, consisting of one Havildtir and twelve 
Burkundauzes, to Ralliong, and commence operations in the eastern por¬ 
tion of the District. Eor the information of His Honor I enclose a 
copy of my instructions to Lieutenant Andrew. 

A Force of 100 Rank and File of the regular Troops is stationed 
there, and the Officer Commanding has orders to comply with any re¬ 
quisition that Lieutenant Andrew may make for an escort to accom¬ 
pany him on his expeditions, when a larger number of the Rebels are 
collected together than tlic Police Force under him can cope with. 

A Police Force of similar strength as that at Ralliong has been sent to 
Barato to act under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson, 
Commanding 44th Native Infantry, who is in Command of a Detach¬ 
ment in the Trans-Muntang District. 

A third party will remain at Jowai to act in the west and south 
of the Jyntecah Hills, 
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Tlrfoiighout the wliole of the District there are but three villages of 
which none of the inhabitants have come in. These are Ralliong, Kya- 
Khallow, and Barato, and it is to these tliat the Police parties have been 
detached. The whole of ShUliong Muntang, the greater portion of 
.Towai, and Latoober, and several of the subordinate villages have given 
in their submission. Some of the inhabitants of Munsow are settled; 
and there are several others of that ■^ullage, and of Shampoong and 
Jalong, who have also come in and settled, but in friendly villages for 
the sake of the protection that they find in them from the attacks and 
animosity of the Rebels. 

The entire settlement of the District is now only a question of time; 
but to ensure its being effected as rapidly as possible Detachments have 
been stationed at Barato and Shillong Muntang ; at Ralliong and Kya- 
Khallow, at Munsow and Nurteng; and in the south at Batow, Oomwee, 
and Padoo, so that there is no place within the Jyntceah Hills where the 
Rebels can take shelter which one or other of the Detachments may not 
reach in a single march. 

I cannot conclude this Report without bringing to the notice of 
the Lieutenant-Governor the assistance Mr. S. H. C. Taylcr, the 
Collector of Sylhet, has afforded to the Troops engaged in keeping 
them supplied with rations. Mr. T. Smith shewed great activity in 
procuring boats and making other arrangements to assist a Column in 
its passage up the rapids of the Looba River, and afterwards in its march 
to Kya-Khallow; and also in arranging for the transit of supplies for 
the Troops from the Plains to the Head-Quarters of the District. I 
also beg to bring to the notice of His Honor the great assistance I 
have derived from Mr. Shadwell from his knowledge of the language and 
acqumntance with the people. He has accompanied me throughout my 
operations. 

It is due to Major Rowlatt, late Deputy Commissioner, to add that 
he accompanied the Columns under Colonel Dunsford, c. b., and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson in the early part of these operations. 
He attended me also to Barato on my first Expedition, and when 1 
detached a Column to search the valley of the Muntang he volimteered 
to accompany and direct it. 
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Insimctions Jbr Lieutenant Andrew, Assistant Commissioner,—Camp 

Jowai, the 20/A May 1862. 

Lieutenant Andrew will proceed to Ralliong with one Havildar and 
twelve Police Burkundauzes. 

His duty will be to send the Policemen into the villages about the 
forest glens, or wherever they may hear of men and families having 
taken shelter, and endeavor to give them confidence so that they nofay 
return and occupy their villages. 

All villages that may be re-occupied he will arrange to protect from 
the attack of the Rebels, either by locating Police in them, or, if neces- 
saiy, Military Guards, or by directing either Policemen or Military 
Guards ty pay them frequent visits. 

If he should hear of large parties of Rebels being collected together, 
or attempting to form an organized defence, he will immediately 
communicate with the Officer Commanding the Detachment, and in 
concert with him endeavor to arrest them. 

lie will do all in his power to exercise a close supervision over his 
Police to prevent them from ill-treating and increasing the alarm of the 
people, or in any way abusing their official position. 

He must warn the Policemen that tliey are not uimcccssarily to expose 
themselves either to the fire of the Rebels, or to be taken Prisoners; 
they are to be very careful of their Arms. 

Whenever Lieutenant Andrew', from intclbgence he may receive, may 
consider that the occupation of another village, for one or more days, 
may be advisable, he will apply to the Officer Commanding the Detach¬ 
ment for an escort of suitable strength to be sent with him. 

Lieutenant Andrew will keep a Diary of his proceedings, which he will 
forward to the Commissioner weekly. Whenever any event of import¬ 
ance takes place he will report specially. 

(Sd.) St. G. D. Snow'ERS, Brigadier-General. 

From E. H. LusurNOTou, Esq., Secretary to the Govoniment of Bongral, to Bbigadie*- 
Genrral St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commissioner of tie Cos.<!yah and Jyntoeah 
Hills,—(No. 1051, dated the 6th June 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 29, dated the 22nd ultimo, reporting that active operations in the 
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Jyntccali Hills are at an end^ and that the spirit of insurrection is sub¬ 
dued; and in reply to state that the Lieutenant-Governor has Icanit 
with much satisfaction this result of your well planned proceedings, which 
have his entire approval. 

The Lieutenant-Governor hopes that the judicious arrangements 
made by you for the apprehension of the Chiefs and armed gangs still 
abroad will soon lead to the entire pacification of the District and the 
complete restoration of order and confidence. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to notice the favorable mention 
made by you of the services rendered by Messrs. Tayler, Smith, and 
Shadwcll. 

4. He also observes with satisfaction your acknowlodgmept of tlie 
services of Major Rowlatt, late Deputy Commissioner. 


No. 1052. 

Copy of the above, and of the letter to which it is a reply, forwanh^l 
for the information of the Government of India, in the Home De- 
2 )artmcnt. 


No. 1053. 

Copy of the above, and of the letter to which it is a reply, forwardi'd 
for the information of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Assam 
Division. 


Memoranduin from BaiGADiEB-OrNEHAr, Sx. G. D. Showers, c. n,, Coimnaiuling 
rresiclcncy Division,—(Xo. 193A., dated the‘26tij i\[ay 18G2.) 

FoRWAiiDED to the Secretary to Government of Bengal for the in¬ 
formation of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Bbigadteb-Get^eral St. G. D. Siiowees, c. n., Commanding Presidency 
Division, to the Adjutant-General of the Army,—(No. 191A., dated the 26th 
May 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for submission to His Excellency 
the Commaadcr-in-Chief, a Distribution Statement of the Troops that 



( 146 ) 


I propose to leave in the J 3 rnteeali Hills during the rains, and a copy of 
instructions issued to the Commanders of Columns. 

2. In my letter No. 150, dated 7th instant, I stated that I proposed 
sending a Detachment to Assaloo, the Civil Station of North Cachar« 
to defend that District from the incursions of the Rebels of Jynteeah, 
but I do not consider this measure now necessary. The insurrection is 
at an end; the Troops have been ordered into quarters for the rains; 
the inhabitants of the villages of Jynteeah bordering on North Cachar 
who, I had been led to think, had run across the River Kopili to plunder 
the villages on the other side, are how occupied with their cultivation; 
and as they will not be disturbed by the British Columns I do not anti¬ 
cipate that they will again enter North Cachar. 

3. I have had a Map of the District drawn out from such calculations 
and observations as could be made by the march of our Detachments, 
and directed that a copy be sent to Captain Bume, Military Seeretary, 
for submission to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, who will 
observe the Columns are so distributed as to be within one day^s march 
of every part of the District. The Police, on whom the settlement of 
the District now rests, so supported, will act with greater confidence, 
and by the end of the rains it is expected that all the Troops may be 
withdrawn but such as are to be permanently stationed in the District 
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Di^iributiun of Troops in the Cossyah and Jynteeuh Hills, Sylhet 

and Cachar. 


Camp Jowai, 20^A May 1862. 
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Chasala 

Lnngye 
(lowineghat... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

19 

19 

13 


“ 

Sliilliong 

e 

0 

1 

1 

0 

12 



Mahadeo 


0 

0 

1 

0 

4 



Nnnklow 


0 

1 

1 

0 

12 



Cachar 

1 

3 


MM 

2 

140 

To furnish Guard 

Head-Quarter at ^ 
Cherra Poonjee" 

Jynteeahporc.. 


2 

1 

H 

1 


at Muneepore. 
Tofurni.sh Guard 
at Moolagool. 


Barato & Shil- 

1 1 

4 

8 


4 



long Muntang 
Jow'ai 

1 

2 

6 

6 

2 

84 


to 

Cherra Poonjee 

3 

4 

16 

12 

8 

160 



Total ... 

6 

16 

44 

47 

17 

693 



E. K. O. Gilbert, Captain, 


Officiating Deputy Adjutant-General, 
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Hlemoraiidum of Insti’uctions for Officers Commanding Detachments in the Jynteah 
Hills,—(No. 186A., dated Presidency Division, Head-Quarters, Camp Cherra 
Poonjec, the 26th May 1862.) 

As active Military operations are at an end the Officer Command¬ 
ing the District will direct the Coolies that have hitherto been kept 
np for Detachments to be discharged, retaining only such numbers as 
may be wanted, throughout the rains, for the transport of rations. 

3. Tlie Officer Commanding the District will arrange to lay in 
with each Detachment a supply of ghee, dal, salt, rice, and other 
articles of rations for the men that will not spoil by keeping, for at least 
a month, so that Coolies will be required for the transport of atta only, 
and of this the Commissariat Department must endeavor to send a 
supply for a week at one time. It will be necessary also to lay in a 
supply of dhan for the Cooli(!s. This must be done in communication 
with the Civil Officer of the District, and supplies should be collected 
for a month. 

3. When Detachments have (Kjcasioii to move, which will only be 
done on the requisition of the Civil Offi(!er, indents for Coolies must 
be made on him, as it is expected the country will be sufficiently set¬ 
tled for carriers to be obtained from the villages in the vicinity. 

4. Officers Commanding Detachments will employ the Coolies who 
are not employed in transporting grain to their posts in such useful 
occupations as are not forbidden by religious or conventional prejudices, 
such as cutting wood and grass and stacking it, &c. 

5. The Brigadier-General has requested that 100 hatchets and 
phowrahs may be sent to the Head-Quarters of the District, and the 
Officer Commandnig is rociuestcd to distribute them to Detachments. 
These are to be kept in the Quarter Guards of Detachments to be 
served out as required, and on a march a fatigue party will be told ofi^ 
among w'hom they will bo distributed. 

6. Whenever the weather admits of it, Offieers Commanding Detach¬ 
ments arc directed to march their men out from their posts for three 
or four miles and back again for exercise. They will also encom’age 
their men in practising and amusing themselves in gymnastic exercises. 

7. Officers Commanding Detachments arc to house their men from 
the resources of the District. They are to apply to the Civil Officers 
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for assistance when necessary, and they are to be particularly careful 
that the floors of the men's huts are kept dry. The grass for bedding 
is to be eonstantly changed -when new dry grass is to be obtained, and 
the huts are to be swept and aired daily when the weather admits of 
it. Wheuerer praeticable bamboo platforms are to be made for the 
men to sleep on. 

8. The Brigadier-General Commanding has directed Rum to be 
supplied to Detachments for the use of Seikhs and Goorkhas and all 
men who will receive it. This is to be served out gratis to the men 
after a hard day's fatigue duty, and once in three days after continuous 
rains. 

9. To those men who do not receive Rum extra dry rations are to 
be seived out after fatigue duties, and in wet weather spices and extra 
dal and ghee instead of Rum. 

By Order, 

(Signed) E. K. 0. Gilbert, Captain, 
Offidating Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, 


From Brigadieb-Genebal St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commissioner of the Cossyfili 
and Jyntceah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No 38, 
dated the 31st May 1862.) 

Sib, 

f HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, copy of my instructions to Captain B. W. D. 
Morton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills. 


Memorandum for the infomation of Captain Mobton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills,—(dated the 28th May 1862.) 

All open opposition by the Rebels has ceased. All the inhabitants 
of Shilliong Mmatang and several smaller villages, and the greater pro¬ 
portion of Jowai, Latoober, Batao, Lakadung, Nungtalong, Jullapet, 
and a few of Mimsow, have come in and resumed their oceupations. 
There are a few also of Shampoong and Jalong, and Munsow who have 
given in their submission, but they continue to reside in the large vUlagcs 
for protection. Ralliong and Barato arc the only villages of which 
none of the former inhabitants have come in. 
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The British Columns have moved through every part of the country, 
and these places, viz., Barato and the banks of the Mundriang Eiver, 
where the Rebels were reported to have had their haunts closely 
searched; but since the first time I advanced upon Barato the British 
Columns have never been opposcc^ and no bodies larger than what 
might constitute a gang of Dacoits have ever been seen together. The 
spirit of the insurrection therefore may be considered at an end. 

But most of the Rebels who have been proscribed are still abroad. 
They were influential men, whose friends and followers will for some 
time adhere to their fortunes. The’se men roam over the countrv, and 
they plunder travellers and villages that are not defended. Heretofore 
they endettvored to extend their influence by threatening to plunder 
and bum villages the inhabitants of which came in and settled in them, 
but they have latterly taken to murder single men; such means for 
preserving their power is a proof that their moral influence is at an .end. 

They have succeeded in murdering three men. These acts are raising 
up a strong feeling against them. Before I left Jowai the inhabitants 
of Shilliong Muntang and Nongba applied to be allowed to carry arms 
while they searched the Koorangs, or forest glens, for such as took 
shelter in the vicinity of their villages, and it may be expected that 
other villages will do the same. This feeling for the present must be 
allowed in order that each village may preserve peace and quiet around 
it, and I authorized each village to have a certain number of 
swords and bows and arrows, which should be kept by the Dolloye, and 
served out as required by parties who were going out, the Dolloye to be 
answerable that no improper use was made of the arms. 

This practice of having arms kept by the Dolloye will have to be 
continued after peace and quiet in the District is restored. Wild beasts 
infest the country, and it will be necessary to allow the men to have 
arms that they may go out and destroy them. 

No attempt has yet been made to induce the proscribed Rebels to 
give themselves up. It was necessary first to subdue the armed follow¬ 
ers. As they must now feel they cannot successfully oppose the British 
Troops, and that they are not safe even in their inmost lurking places 
from the visits of these Detachments, attention may be turned to bring¬ 
ing them in. The lives of all might be guaranteed who have not been 
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guilty of cold blooded murder, but beyond this their surrender must be 
uncouditional, and they must be referred to take their trial befc«*e the 
Special Commission. 

The manner the Troops are distributed will be found to give them a 
complete control over the District. *The position are as follows :— 

In the Trans-Miintang District, extending over Shilliong Muntang, 
Barato, Hurwan, Nungjiriung, and the banks of the Mundriaiig 
River .180 Rank and File. 


At Ralliong . 

... 100 „ 

„ Sotoongah... 

O 

00 

„ Munsow . 

... 30 

„ Nurteng 

... 30 „ r 

„ Jowai Head-Quarters 

(varies.) 

„ Batao and Lakadung 

... 100 „ 

„ Amwai . 

... 50 

„ Padoo 

... 20 

At Bai'ato the Rebels arc the most obstinate, and it may be accounted 

for by the extensive forests through 

the country in which they find 

shelter. After the first operations, by which the Rebels had been burnt 


out of their houses, they fled to these forests, and those that rcnuiin 
have their principal rendezvous here and in Kaklow Dolloye on the 
banks of the IMundriang. Some also are heard of in Nongtioot. 

A party of Police has been ordered to Barato, and it would be 
advisable for a Civil Officer to proceed there to endeavor to bring in 
those who may wish to carry on their cultivation. It will be advisable 
for the Military to remain stationary, except when it may be necessary 
to move out to support the Police, or to protect any village to which the 
inhabitants may be rctuniing to settle. 

None of the inhabitants of Ralliong have yet come in, but the 
prospect of restoring order in that direction is more hc^eful from there 
being extensive cultivation carried on there. 

At Kaya Khulln, the principal village of Sotoongah, no inhabitant 
has come in, but Jullapet is settled, and there arc many men to the cast 
employed in their fields, who, on being visited by our Columns, gave them¬ 
selves out to belong to Latoober. It is possible they may have taken the 
name of Ijatoober, though belonging to Rebel villages. For the 
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present the deception might be allowed to remain: tliey will come in as 
they find tlie larger villages are settled. The inhabitants of these 
places should be made use of to communicate with those who are carry¬ 
ing on their cultivation. 

At Munsow the old Dolloye and six or seven families have re-settled 
themselves under the protection of the Guard that is posted there, but 
there are several families at Takinang, and others who proposed coming 
in have asked permission to go there. 

Nurteng is a friendly village. Batoo and Lakadung have been 
settled under the active and able management of Lieut^ant Walcott, 
who has commanded a Detachment in that direction. 

Nongtalong has always been loyal, but a gang of Rebels made their 
appearance at Padoo lately and burnt the Guard-house. A party of 
twenty men was in consequence sent there to check their approaches. 

The Head-Quarters of the District is at Jowai, and the inhabitants 
arc all coming in. 

No residents arc settled at Shampoong and Jalong, but several have 
come in to Nurteng. 

I think it possible from the experience w'e have of Nongjoongee that 
only a small portion of the villages that have been burned will be rc- 
occupied. 

The old inhabitants will settle in some of the larger villages that 
have not suffered. 

In referring to the Map it will be observed that the Detachments are 
so posted that there is no village unoecupied in the Jynteeah Hills that 
may not be reached by one or other of our Detachments in a dayj but I 
do not consider that it will be advisable to send our Troops to any 
village unless necessary. The presence of Soldiers only disturbs the 
inhabitants. 

The work of the Police now begins, and the settlement of the Dis¬ 
trict depends upon their intelligence and activity. 

The Rebels have been sufficiently punished in the loss of houses and 
other property and grain, as well as of loss of life. The work of con¬ 
ciliation is now to be resorted to. The police must endeavor in every 
way to enter into communication with the people to induce them to return 
to their villages, and unconditional pardon may be offered to those who 
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are not proscribed, and who have not been guilty of murder in cold 
blood, but at the same time no anxiety must be shewn to induce them 
to come in. The suiferings and discomfort of the people in the forests 
M ill oblige them to come in. It is only a question of time; all that 
Government Officers have to do is to adhere steadily to the principle 
of action laid down for both the Troops and Civil Officers. 

Mr. Smith has instructions to organize a Coolie Corps for the trans¬ 
port of the rations to Jowai from Jynteeahpore, and a second division will 
be required to carry it to the Out-posts. A large supply of the rations 
that will keep^should be stored at Jowai, so that the Coolies from Jyn- 
teeahporc should have only the atta to carry. 

The greatest precautions must be used in preserving • the com¬ 
munications between the Head-Quarters of the District and the Out¬ 
posts during the rains. The rivers rise several feet in a short time, and 
it will be advisable to have stores of materials ready to re-build any 
bridges that may be carried away. Materials for making up temporary 
rafts should also be kept prepared. Munsow is the place where the 
Muntang should be bridged. 

St. G. D. Showers, Brigadier-General, 

Commissioner. 


From the Hon’ble A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Beng.al, to 
Majob W. Agnew, Judicial Commissioner in charge of the Commi.^ioner’s Office 
in Assam,—(No. 1179, dated the 14th June 1862.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward, for your information, the accompany¬ 
ing copy of a letter No. 38, dated the 31st ultimo, from the Commis¬ 
sioner of the Cossyah and’Jynteeah Hills, with its enclosure, containing 
the instructions of General Showers to Captain Morton, Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of those Hills. 

2i. The instructions issued by General Showers have met with the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s approval, and it is to be hoped that they will be 
carried into effect by Captain Morton in such a manner as to lead to the 
speedy pacification of the country. The Lieutenant-Governor consider'* 
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it to be an object- of great importance that Me Civil Qllicer in 
charge of ^e District' should come to a full understandings vii^ the 
Chi^s and Leaders as to the causes which led to their revolt; he ahonld^ 
adopt immediate measures for removing any substantial grievance 
may have had to complain of, and should take positive written engi^# 
ments for their good behaviour in future. 

3. Every endeavor should be made to induce the Chiefs who are still 
holding aloof to come in and surrender and to return to their ordinary 
occupations. A free pardon should be offered to all, except such of the, 
prominent ringleaders of the rebellioh as have been guiltynpf deliberate 
murder, on condition of their making submission and returning to their 
villages. • 

4. Yen are requested to report the earliest period at which the 
Special Commissions issued under Act XI. of 1857 may be withdrawn 
and the ordinary administration of the District restored. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor expects an early Eeport from the Com¬ 
missioner and from the Civil Officer in charge of the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills as to the settlement of that District and the system 
upon which its affairs in all Departments, Judicial, Revei^, and Police, 
should hereafter be administered. 


Memoraadum from BsioAuuiB-GENEBAii Sr. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(No. 176A., dated the 21st May 1862.^ 

Forwaedbd to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutmiant-Govemor. 


Prom Bbioadieb-Geeebae Ser. G. D. Suowebs, c. b., Conunanding Presideni^ 
Division, to the Adjutant-General of the Army,—(No. 173A., dated the 2l8t 
May 1862.) 

SiE, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the infomatibn of His Ete^^ 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, that 1 made over Cmnmand olil£ia' 
Troops in this District to Colonel Dunsford, c. b., thia d&y, and' 1 
propose to proceed to Shilliong and the adjoining localities tb examinia 
the country for the best site for a Simatarium for British 

20 
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From Bbigasier-Gsnsbal St. G. D. Showubs, c. b., Ck)mmissioDer of the Cossyah 
andJynteeah Hills and Commanding Presidency Division, to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bengal,—(No. 42, dated the 9th June 1862.) 

SlB, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Govern¬ 
ment, that I propose to-day to leave Cherra Poonjee to proceed on my 
tour of inspection to the Assam Frontier. 

The Steamer Adjai left Gowhatty on the 5th, and it may be expect¬ 
ed at Armangunge on the 121th. I am proceeding with the Head- 
Quarters and Wing of the 28th Native Infantry under the Command 
of Colonel Dunsford, c. u. We embark in country boats a little below 
Pundooah this afternoon and expect to reach Armangunge about the 
same time as the Adjai. In eleven days from that place we shall 
reach Gowhatty. 

In my Memorandum drawn up for the information of Captain Mor¬ 
ton, the Officiating Deputy Commissioner, I have stated in detail the 
position in which I left the Jynteeah District. 

Since that time I have received reports of the Dolloye of Ramhye, 
who was conquered one of the leading Rebels, having sent in his family 
and his brother is now out to communicate with him. His name was 
not among the proscribed j and Lieutenant Walcott has since reported 
that there is nothing in his conduct that has been brought to his notice 
that requires it should be. It may be expected therefore that he will 
now come and give in his submission. The southern part of the 
District may then be considered settled. 

Since I left Jowai a gang of Rebels seized five men of Surmong who 
had come in and settled in their village. The Police obtained intelli¬ 
gence of the place to T^ich they had taken their prisoners, and a party 
was sent out against them under the Command of Lieutenant Walcott. 
The Military arrangements to effect the capture of the Rebels were too 
limited. The Rebels were within only three hours march of Jowai, and 
Detachments should have been sent out to surround them. Lieutenant 
Walcott was put in Command of but thirty men. This Officer, who 
hat^one good service throughout these operations, and had shewn great 
energy and intelligence, did all that could be expected with his small 
Force. By his good arrangements he succeeded in surprising the Rebel 
gang, and effected the rdleasc of the Longdo and the other man whom 
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they had still retained as captives. Two Rebels were taken. A copy of 
Lieutenant Walcott's RiCport I have the honor to forward for the in¬ 
formation of His Honor, 

I beg to bring this operation to the notice of His Honor as the 
result of the first act of the Police since they have commenced their 
duties. Had it been properly taken advantage of, the whole party of 
Rebels would have been captured. The success, however, that has 
been obtained, is of importance. 

I do not approve of the cultivators of Surmong and Latoobaree coming 
in to Jowai, a measure alluded to by Lieutenant Walcott. I have 
instructed Captain Morton accordingly, and measures will be taken to 
afford effectual protection to all villages that are settled. 

I cannot conclude this Report without bringing to the notice of His 
ftonor the Lieutenant-Governor the ability that Lieutenant Walcott 
has displayed on every occasion for political duties, and to recommend 
that he should be employed in that capacity. I have not recommended 
it before on account of his useful Military services. 


Oopy of a letter from Lieutenant Walcott, Commanding a Detachment of the 33rd 
Nitive Infantry, dated Jowai, 5th June, to Lieutenant J. Mat, Adjutant of the 
Regiment. • 

Sir, 

By direction of Major E. H. Langmore, Commanding the 
Regiment, I have the honor to ftimish you, 
for his information, with a written Report 
of operations of the. Detachment (enumer¬ 
ated in the margin) of the Regiment which 
proceeded hence on the 8rd instant, under 
my Command, to act against the Rebels who were said to have earned 
off the Longdo, the two Songots, and another man, all belonging to 
Surmong. 

2. The party took the road leading down into the valley of the 
Muntadoo, which is least exposed to view from the heights to the north. 
It then followed the valley past the heights on which the* village of 
Jalong is situated. East and north-east of that village the ground is 


1 Lieutenant. 

1 Jemadar. 

1 Havildar. 

2 Naicka. 

30 Sepoya. 

Some Coaayah Police. 
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much broken ^rith Koonings, in which the underwood is dense and 
luxuriant. It was here the Bebels were said to be, and their scouts 
were visible on the ridges in the neighbourhood. When the position of 
the Rebels was pointed out by the guides, the party was on the road 
from Jowai to Ealliong, and the informer suggested that the party 
should move round to the north of the Koonings in which the Rebels 
were, before attacking them. As their scouts had discovered the advance 
of the party, I thought it better not to move directly towards them, 
and the suggestion was adopted. The party followed the Ralliong road 
to the eastward to the point where the road from Latoobaree to Munsow 
crosses it and takes a north-easterly direction. I was in hopes the 
Rebels would defer their flight, supposing the party intendipd to go to 
Ralliong, which afterwards proved to be the case. On reaching the 
point just mentioned, as the nature of the ground did not admit of the 
party taking the direction of the Rebels without being seen by them 
and as it would have been inconvenient to have proceeded further east, 
the party now took the direction of Munsow along the road leading to 
that place. It turned out afterwards that the Rebels, who had been 
watching, from a height where they were assembled, the movements of 
the party, now thought that the party was going to Munsow, account¬ 
ing to themselves for the Ralliong road being followed for some dis¬ 
tance, by the supposition that the party had by mistake tak$n the 
wrong road. They still therefore delayed their flight. After advancing 
along the Munsow road for some distance the ground offered some 
facility for approaching the Rebels unseen. The party, therefore, now 
turned off the Munsow road and took their direction. When about 600 
yards distant, however, the ground exposed the party to the view of the 
Rebels who were still in a body. A portion now went on as fast as 
possible, while the rest followed in support; but the Rebels dispersed, 
and only two men were captured in the glens they entered. They were 
unable to hurry off the Longda, however, as fast as they wished to go 
themselves and he fell into our hands. Of the three others who were 
in the hands of the Rebels two had been previously released when the 
party first appeared in sight, and the other was lefb behind at the same 
rime as the Ijongdo. 

3. Six%mall collections of huts were bumtin the neighbouring glens 
on the 3rd and 4th instant, and forty Coolie loads of unhusked rice and 
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** mnrrooa” were discovered in a secret store and sent in as soon as 
Coolies were procured irom here. To prevent this being carried away 
on the night of the 3rd, the Detachment remained on the spot, the 
Police being sent to protect the village of Surmong that night as well 
as that of the 4th. 

4. The Bebels are said to have belonged to Jalong, Jowai, and 
Munsow, and to have come from the neighbourhood of Nongfloot with 
the intention of inducing the people, who have come in, to re-join the 
Rebel cause. It is supposed the Jowai men moved southward along the 
valley of the Muntadoo, the Jalong* people westward, and the Munsow 
people towards their own village. They numbered about 100, but had 
only two guns amongst them. It is the opinion of the Cossyahs I have 
talked to that they are too much dispersed to carry out their intention 
now, but the Longdo of Latoobaree says his people are afraid to remain in 
their village. The Surmong people are coming to live at Jowai, and 
will have completed the removal of their household fiimiture. To-day, 
they say, the women and children will sleep here, therefore in future 
they can go from here to fetch their stores of grain in the day time, 
some of the men only remaining to look after it. But the case o^ 
Latoobaree is different. The Surmong people can carry on their culti¬ 
vation when living at Jowai; but if the Latoobaree people were to move to 
this for protection they would be a great distance from their cultivation ; 
for, to my personal knowledge, their cultivation exterfds to the Mang- 
driuug River, southward of the village itself, at least five hours journey 
from here. I therefore beg to suggest the Civil Officers of the District 
and the headmen of Latoobaree being communicated with, with the view 
of some arrangements being made for the protection of the people of 
that village who are now living in allegiance to Government. 

5. The Jalong Rebels, who fled the day before yesterday, have 
expressed a desire to some Surmong people, they met with, to come in if 
their lives would be spared, and one Jalong man did come in on tho 3;rd, 
on being called by the Cossyahs with me. He has gone to fetch his 
family from the neighbourhood of Nongba and has consented to come 
and live here. I told him to tell all his fellow villagers that all 
Cossyahs, except those proscribed, would be pardoned if they should 
come in, and gave him , a Memorandum to that effect, as a piece of paper 
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would perhaps be accepted by his brethren as evidence of the message 
he bears having really come from an European Officer. 

6. Before concluding this Report I beg to refer to a matter which, 
every day as the rainy season advances, is becoming more and more 
important. While on the expedition above recounted I saw many stacks 
of wood belonging to Jalong The nearest is about an hour^s journey 
from here, and I beg to suggest that as much as will last the Troops 
here for the next three or four months may be sent for, should no better 
arrangement for obtaining firewood be very shortly devised. 


Prom J. D . Goedos, Esq., OABciating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 15T., dated Head-Qnarters, 
Bhaugulpore, the 1st July 1862.) 

Sir, 


In forwarding the accompanying copy of two letters* from 

-XT T Brigadier-General Showers, I am directed. 

• No. 19, dated 9th June. 

„ 42, „ 9th „ with to say that, as that Officer has now com¬ 
pleted the duties for which he was specially 
appointed, the Civil control of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills will re¬ 
vert to you from the date on which these instructions are received. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor proposes to review General Showers^ 
proqeedings as soon as he receives from him a final Report on them, and 
at the same time to express his views as to the future adminstration of 
the District. In the meanwhile it is the Lieutenant-Govemoris wish 
that the intructions given by General Showers to Captain Morton may 
eontinue to be acted on, and that no pains should be spared to quiet the 
minds of the people and to organize the new Constabulary, so that, on 
the conclusion of the rains, the Detachments of Troops may be vrith- 
drawn from the villages and all appearance of Military occupation may 
cease. 


p. The Commission issued to General Showers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Richardson, and Major Rowlatt on the 2nd April last, under the provi¬ 
sions of Act XI. of 1857, is hereby cancelled from the date on which 
these instructions are received at Cherra. 

4. I am to request that a Return may be furnished in prescribed 
form of the trials held under the Commisrion and their result. 



{ 159 ) 


5. In conclusion I am desired to intimate that the Ineutenant- 
Govemor has recommended Lieutenant Walcott for Civil emplojnnent 
in Assam in recognMon of the services he has rendered under Brigadier- 
General Showers. 

6. Copies of this letter have been, sent to Brigadier-General Showers 
and Captain Morton. 


From J. D. Gordon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to Bbigadieb General St. G. D. Showebs, c. b.. Commanding Presidency 
Divisi<|a,—(No. 16T., dated Head Quarters, Bhaugulpore, the 1st July 1862.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your commimications'Nos. 19 and 42 of the 

9th ultimo, I am directed to forward your information, the accompanying 

copy of a letter* this day addressed to the 
*No.l6T. . . „ . , 

Commissioner oi Assam, and at the same 

time to say that, though the Lieutenant-Governor defers a review of 

your proceedings as Commissioner of the Ctisyah and Jynteeah Hills 

until he receives your detailed Report, he cannot dispense with your 

services without bearing testimony to the remarkable zeal and ability 

with which you have conducted the operations entrusted to you to a 

satisfactory conclusion, and have laid the foundation of future peace and 

contentment in the Jynteeah Hills. 


From J. D. Gordon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal^ 
to Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner in charge of Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills,—(No. 17T., dated Head-Quarters, Bhaugulpore, the 1st July 1862.) 

Sib, 

I AM directed to forward, for your information, the accom- 
panying copy of letter* this day addressed to 
the Commissioner of Assam, and to request 
that you will carry on the duties of your office under that Officer’s 
orders in the usual manner. 
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From Bxioaoisk-Gbkebal St. O. D. Showei^ c. b., Commissioner of the Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills, to the Secretary to the Gk)Teniment of Bengid,—(dated the 
9th June 1862.) ^ 

Sir, 

I HAVE now the honor to submit, for the information of 
Government, my Report on the administration of the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills. 

As 1 have been so short a time at the head of the District I shall 
confine my remarks to the general principles on which the fiiture system 
should be conducted. I shall begin with the Jynteeah Hills, as my 
experience has been obtained chiefly in that quarter. 

I have already stated, for the information of His Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Gk)vemor, my opinion of the causes which led to the insurrection. 
The non-interference system had been carried to the extreme. There 
were no signs apparent, in the interior of the District, of the adminis¬ 
trative control of the British Government. The men in office, such as 
Dolloyes, may have felt it, but there was nothing to bring it home to 
the generality of the inhabitants. 

I annex a Statement ^f the number of cases tried in thfc Cherra 
PoOnjee Courts during the year 1861, from which it will be observed that 
there were but twenty-five cases of every description brought before 
the Local Officers, and that of these four were against Dolloyes; and 
the trial of these men, instead of establishing the jurisdiction of the 
British, would seem rather to irritate the people against what would be 
considered an interference. When, therefore, the Government levied 
the House and Income Tax their feelings broke out in open dfifi flu/w, 

On the first occasipn they were soon quieted by the judicious conduct 
of the Civil Officer in charge of the District and the promptitude of the 
Officer in Command of the Troops. After the capture of one of the 
villages in revolt the people returned to their allegiance. 

On that occasion the revolt was an impulse: on the present it has been 
a combined and systematic resistance. 

Up to the present time there has been a mistaken opinion among the 
Jynteeah Tribe of the British Military power. In 1860, though the 
Troops reduced the insurrection at once,.the impression of their strength 
was not permanent, as they attacked but one village and were removed 
as soon as quiet was restored. 
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That power has now hern shewn throughont the District: onr Coltimns 
have taken and destroyed all their stockades, and they have miurched 
through every Foonjee and almost every valley and forest glen in the 
District. Every villager must now feel that superior numbers can be 
brought against them and that they cannot compete with disciplined* 
Soldiers, 

The true relations between the ruler and sudbject wiD now be under¬ 
stood, and the Government may proceed to legislate for the country 
without fear of opposition. 

To enable the Lieutenant-G>ovemor the better to decide on the prin¬ 
ciples on which the administration should be conducted 1 will describe 
briefly the^tate of the country. 

It is in the rudest state. It is only within the last thirty years that 
human sacrifices have been abolished in their ceremonies, and this was 
only effected by the influence that the British Government exercised in 
their intercourse with the pet^le. They can neither read nor write j an 
alphabet is unknown to them. Their institutions, arts, and manufac¬ 
tures all shew that they are hardly in advance of a savage state. 

Their institutions are limited to marriages a^d laws of inheritance. In 
the former,, the wife take! precedence of the husband, who, on his mar¬ 
riage, removes to the wife^s house. The marriage tie is often dissolved. 
It is seldom that husband and wife live together without a divorce. 

The laws of inheritance are peculiar. Its origin betrays the licenti¬ 
ousness or indiscriminate intercourse between the sexes that must have 
prevailed at the tknc the law was framed. The husband could not be 
sure that the child his wife bare him was his own, and the laws to secure 
the inheritance falling to the blood of the family decreed the heir to be 
the eldest son of his eldest sister. The sons of the husband, on the 
other hand, inherit in right oi their mother if she be the eldest sister in 
the family. 

'Diere is besides a conventional practice relating to burials. It requires 
that the ashes of the man, though alienated when living from his village, 
shall be deposited after death in the burial place of his family. 

Their religion consists in an undefined belief in a beneficent deity 
and a superstitious fear of malignant spirits. They offer no sacrifices to 
fhe former, but they endeavor to propitiate the latter by slaying a bul¬ 
lock, gpat, fowl, or other animal at some sacred spot, the efficiency of 

21 
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the sacrifice depending on the value of the offering. They have further 
a superstitious dread of a spot where aq accident to human life has taken 
• ]dace. It leads to the sacrifice of some animal on the locality, which 
thenceforward becomes sacred. 

Exclusive of the sacrifices thev offer to demons, thev have but one 
religious ceremonial. This is the War-dance, which is celebrated at a 
certain time annually. They have no prejudices. Their faith is open 
to the reception of any opinions which approve themselves to their 
conviction, and there is this further liberality of feeling among them 
that a change of religious profession in any member does not alienate 
from him the rest of the family. 

Their arts are of the poorest description: they arc confined to the 
erection of a hut and to the simplest labors of a carpenter and 
blacksmith. Their huts are a rude construction, formed of bamboo, 
planks of wood, and grass for thatch: there is not a nail or a piece of 
iron throughout the budding: the planks form the walls, they are 
fastened to the upright posts in the interior with slips of bamboo, which 
they make into ligatures instead of rope: these slips are used through¬ 
out whenever fastenings are required. The houses have no windows, 
and. the only openings are the entrance doors* and doors of communi¬ 
cation between the interior rooms. The passage for the smoke of the 
wood which they burn is effected by making a hole in the roof. 

The skill of their carpenters and blacksmiths is confined to the con¬ 
struction of articles of domestic use, of the simplest household fiimiture, 
and of bows and arrows and shields: they use a sword, and the dhao, 
koodallee, and adze, but the iron part of these instruments is not the 
production of the Singtengs themselves, they arc purchased from 
Nonkrem and other Poonjees in the Cossyah Hills where they are made. 

The Singtengs have no manufactures: there is a coarse silk and cotton 
cloth used by them for clothing, but, like the implements of iron, it is 
imported from the Cossyah Hills. 

Kice is the principal production of the country and it is grown' 
exclusively for home consumption. With the exception of murrooa, 
an inferior kind of grain, it was the only grain fsiej cultivated in diese 
Hills until the introduction of the potato. But even the potato now is 
not cultivated in any Poonjee that has not come into communication with 
Europeans. 
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Cotton is cultivated to a great extent in Nongfloot and other 
Districts on the banks of the River Kopili. The greater portion is 
carried to Assam by the cultivators themselves, and the remainder is 
purchased by the traders of Jowai and Amwai and exported to 
Jynteeahpore. • 

To conclude the account of this people as a community it may be 
added that they live together in large villages, but this has not had the 
effect of introducing social intercourse among them, nor of extending 
their trade, nor improving their inventions in arts and manufactures. 

The Government of the country’showed the same rude and ignorant 
state. 

No tribute or tax was paid to the Ruler. He received certain dues, 
and each village had in turn to cultivate the lands of the Rajah and to 
supply attendants and servants: this formed his Revenue from his Hill 
territories. ‘ 

He was the nominal Chief of the State, but the real power was pos¬ 
sessed by the Dolloyes. These Officers were at the head of the Civil, 
Criminal, and Police Establishments of their Districts. The village 
Officers were under them, and with such powers Aey were generally the 
real Heads of the Government. Shackled by such a powerful and 
influential body of men, the Rajah, "Indro Sing,” threw up his Govern¬ 
ment for the handsome pension that was granted to him. 

The British Government, on the transfer of the District to their autho¬ 
rity, continued the administration as it had been conducted by the 
former Government. Until the receipt of the House Tax, which was 
very trifling, they had never received any revenue from the Jynteeah 
Tribes, nor is it advisable they should receive any now. There is no 
institution or establishment in the country creative of expense, or by 
which the inhabitants are benefitted, which justifies the imposition of a 
tax. They arc too ignorant%nd savage to understand the meaning of it, 
and they are too poor to bear it. The general rules that are applicable 
to the wealthier and more advanced Provinces of the Empire are not 
adapted for tljis uncivilixed race, and they should not be applied to 
them. 

« 

The Income Tax will not affect the District, as there is not a man 
who has the property that will come under its provisions; but notwith¬ 
standing I would recommend that the Income Tax be abolished by law 
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in the District. 1 should have recommended the abolition of the House 
Tax also; bat in consequence of the revolt it is necessary it should be 
retained^ and it may be kept for the future as a royalty. 

Hereafter as trade advances and improvements areintroduccd, taxes to 
cover the expenses of such improvements might be laid donm in some 
indirect form^ such as tolls on roads and bridges^ which the people use 
and feel the advantage of; and as their trade is farther increased and 
extends to Districts which derive assistance from the institutions of the 
Government a duty on imports might be levied. 

The extreme simplicity of the old Native constitution has been pre¬ 
served by the British in their administration of the country, the autho¬ 
rity of the Bajah being replaced by that of the Officer in, charge of 
the District. 

A question has arisen whether the Officer to administer the country 
should be the Officer in Military Command and invested with the Civil 
charge of the District, or purely a Civil Officer. I am of opinion he 
should be purely a Civil Officer. 

I can see no advantage in investing a Military Officer with Civil 
powers when his dutlbs will be purely of a Civil character; and, with 
reference to his Military position, there are objections to his being 
invested with those powers. 

If an Officer be invested with the double authority it will be necessary 
to make him independent of the Commander-in-Chief. To this there 
would always be an objection. It is seldom that an Officer would be 
found who possessed the necessary qualifications to carry on both 
duties j and even if such should be found, it is probable the duties of 
the Ciril administration would lead him to consider his Military duties 
of secondary imjprtance, and he might neglect the drill and discipline 
of his Military Force. 

On extraordinary occasions, as on the firft annexation of a Province 
inhabited by a wild and savage race, or in exigencies when active and 
energetic proceedings are wanted, the double authority may undoubtedly 
with advantage be conferred on the same person. But these extraor¬ 
dinary powers will not in future be required for the Cossyah and Jynteeah 
Hills. They have been a British Province for years, and the objects on 
which the Superintendent will in fiiture have to exercise his abilities, will 
be altogether of a Civil character. It will be better, therefore, as in 
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the case of the former Political Agencies of Simla^ Deyrah Dhoon, and 
Kemaon, that the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills be absorbed into the 
Civil Administration. 

The Officer to conduct the administration should be designated the 
Superintendent. Eventually the District should be placed under the 
Commissionership of Assam or Dacca; but at the present time, in con¬ 
sequence of the difficulty of communicationivith the Plains both towards 
Assam and Sylhet, and until that communication is rendered more 
regular and secure, the Superintendent should be independent of a Civil 
superior. There shoqld be no appeals against his decisions. 

This independence is further necessary at the present time in conse¬ 
quence of arrangements having to be made for the adjustment of the 
^differences that exist between Eajahs and their subjects of some of the 
semi-dependent States. 

Under the Superintendent there should be an Assistant to be stationed 
at Jowai, and to have charge of the Jynteeah Hills. 

If the Civil Offices be hereafter moved to “ Yeodo ** a Moonsiff 
would be at first required to carry on the Civil duties at Cherra Poonjee. 
The Office might probably be abolished when the Offices were fiiUy 
established at " Yeodo. ” 

The Political duties could be carried on as well at the new Station as 
at Cherra Poonjee. 

The Native element of the Government I would maintain, with but 
slight changes, as heretofore. 

The DoUoyes are the Head of this Native element. This office should 
continue to be held for three years according to the E^es now in force, 
but the appointment, instead of being vacated at the ^d of that time, 
should only be re-considered, as recommended by the late Lieutenant- 
Governor, except in the event of either the Superintendent in charge of 
the District or the village community being dissatisfied, when a new 
election should be ordered. 

The jurisdiction of the DoUoye to remain as at present, to try all 
cases within a certain amount, and to levy fines as has heretofore been 
done. No appeals to be allowed from his decision. If malverBatiou 
should be proved against him he should be summarily dismissed. 
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At present the Dolloyes, as regards letters, are as ignorant as the rest 
of the Tillagers. Arrangements should be introduced to encourage them 
to learn to tead and write. For this purpose it might be ruled that, when 
a DoUoye can record his own decisions^ he should have higher powers 
conferred on him. These might be further extended from time to time 
till he is vested with the jurisdiction of a Moonsiff or Sudder Ameen. 

He should further be at the head of the Police with Sungots, Bashans, 
and Manjees to assist him in the principal village, and one or two 
Sungots in each subordinate village according to the number of houses. 
He should be required to send in daily Report| to the Assistant in 
charge of the Division by a Sungot or other village Peadah. 

The amount the Dolloyes realize from their village lands is all the pay 
they should receive. Hereafter when they qualify themselves for the# 
exercise of the powers of Sudder Ameen it may be a question with the 
Government' of the day whether a Government salary be not granted 
them. 

The people as yet do not understand the character and use of a Police. 
The openness of their actions renders the establishment of an organized 
Police unnecessaiy. There is very little crime among them, and whau' 
instances of crime do occur the activity and vigilance of the village* 
Officials, however indolent, would always enable them to arrest the 
culprit. • 

It is possible the DoUoye might coUudewith the people, and he might 
falsify or withhold reports, but I* would bear all this. It is better to 
commence with a system of confidence ^d to secure the integrity of 
Officers by means of a moral ihfiuence, than by the institution of checdm 
and restrictions. When a DoUoye is convicted in any kind of fraud or 
deception he sh^d^be dismissed from his office. 

Mr. AUen, in his Report, recommends that the office of Pathor should be 
aboUshed. I would letdn him. He is simply the Assistant to the 
DoUoye, and exercises no independent power. 

v 

There are opcasio^ when the DoUoye is obliged to leave the village 
to meet, for instance, the Commissoner or Deputy Comniissoner, and 
when he supplies a large number of Coolies he accompanies the party* 
that employ thmn. At. such tkne an acting DoUoye will be wanted, 
the Pathor would be fitter to perform the duties' than a person elects 



( 167 ) 


for the time. Inconvenience might attend the appointment of one who 
inras to hold it but for a time and who might be opfiosed to the Dolloye 

In large ■ villages^ where the DoUdye does not reside^ the Limgdo 
exercises Judicial authority in minor cases; This authority should be. 
continued: the Limgdo might at the same time be required to act as the^ 
superior Police Officer in the village, and to send his Beports by the 
Sungot or other village Peadah to the Dolloye. 

The number of Sungots, Bashans, Manjees, and other village petty 
Officials to be fixed by the Dolloye and approved of by the Superin¬ 
tendent under the recommendation of the Assistant. 

The tradsfer of the Police would seem to confer greater power and 
responsibility on the Dolloyes and village Officers, but it is in effect 
what they possessed before. 

With regard to the District it has been before stated that the Jynteeah 
Tribe cultivate Cotton in Nongfloot and on the banks of the Kopili 
Eiver. lliese Hills abound in lime-stone quarries, and coal mines, but 
they are worked by European speculators alone. The people themselves 
do not eng^e in the trade. Those in the vicinity work the quarries and 
^miuos as laborers, but they never enter into the speculation as principals, 
i "The people are generally idle. It is only during the cultivating season 
for the rice crops and at the harvest that they .have any occupation. From 
the manner they work at these there is evidently energy and application 
among them, and this might be brought into action if there was any 
other object or demand, which, by offering an immediate return, would 
rouse them to work, 

A Sanatarium at some place iff their vicinity would serve this purpose. 
If there wttiu a regular demand it might be expected they would supply 
potatos, firewood, rough planks, bamboos at oncej an^ hereafter they 
would probably cultivate vegetables, wheat, -and any other grain that' 
might be required. . . 

1 would recommend that Government should enddurage, by every, 
available means, the formation of a Station in, some agreeable locality 
of easy access, which would attract .to it European Settlers and In¬ 
valids. Hereafter when the District becomes annexed to some Commis-. 
wmeris Division the Sudder Station of the Division shoidd be-in these 
HiUs. The CcHumissioneris Offitee and Establishments ^ould attract trad^ 
and population and cidl oui more ra|Hdl^ Uie resources of tiie DisMct. 
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. The last snhject cannected iviili the Jynteeah Hills which it imams 
fbl* me to DOtioe is ^staUishimit of Schods amouf; the Singtengs, 
1%!^ have no prgiidiee agmst i^emving &om Eii]X^>ean Teachers, either 
secnlmr or religions instmction. Their feeUngs are free and open, and 
•they are ptepared to learn dth^ throngh the medinm of Hie Bengalee 
OT the Boman character, 

A Welsh Presbyterian Mission has been established here for some years, 
and the present Miidster in charge of the Mission has gained cmpletely 
the confidence pf all the villagers. He goes frreely among them, and is 
received every where with kindne'ss and good-will. He understands 
their character antt the extent of instruction that should be given 
them. There are few men who, at the present time, are better adapted 
to be entrusted with the grant-in-aid that Government may be induced 
to give for educati6nal objects. 

I beg to annex a list of Poonjces in which Schools conld be estab¬ 
lished, and the cost of each, which has been famished me by Mr. Jones. 
The whole amount asked for might be sanctioned. Mr. Jones' exertions 
would, Z am confident, effect a great improvement in the character and 
intelligenee of the inhabitants. 

'A contingent allowance should be sanctioned, on application, for the 
purchase of implements for industrial pursuits, such as would be useful 
in domestic life, and which laborers would be willing to woik: with. 
From the want of implements great labor is required to cut the roughest 
planks. Only two planks are obtained frrom the finest oak. A pit saw 
is an implement lihich they would at once fed the advantage of and 
which they would gladly use. 

The Schools established by Mr. Jones teach the pupils but the first 
mdiments of learning—^reading, writing, and arithmetic. It is tai:^ht 
in thdr owi^^longuage in the Boman character, and will serve for those 
only who have no dealings or intercourse out of their own vill^e or 
iUaqiia.. Aa a medium of general instruction Hiere ore many objections 
against it, bni for the Singtei^ it will be of use, as who attend 
Mr. Jones' School would probably attmid no other. 

For those who have transactions in otheif IHslaicts Bengalee Spools 
will be resiled, and 1 would rebmnmend Hte Superintendmit should be 
called on to sulm^ a Btatmmit of tlm wumber of Schools that might 
be establuhed with the prol^bliity of Hieir bring attended. WiHi this 
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should do it altogether^ aud .adjudicate as a rule iu^the diiiputes between 
the Bajahs and their subjects. 

General rules, formed from existing treaties, should be dmwn up for 
the guidance of the Local Officers. They should define the relations 
between Natire States and the paramount power, so that there may 
be no doubt as to the nature of those relations and the degree of inter¬ 
ference that it is proper for Local Officers to exercise. Bajahs have 
already be^i forbidden to send their armed followers through the 
country; this should be strictly enforced; but the Native Chiefs must be 
allowed to keep up in each village a certain nmnber of armed men, 
which should be defined by the Superintendent. They are necessary 
for the defence of the village against plunderers, and against the wild 
animals that prowl about in the vicinity for cattle and other prey. 

On my assuming the office of Commissioner 1 found an appeal from 
Messrs. Inglis and Company against the decision of the Deputy 
Commissioner in a suit that was instituted by them against the Cherra 
Kajah for assault and plunder of their property in the orange groves 
of Byrung Poonjee. As I was holding the office of Commissioner as 
a temporary arrangement, and for carrying out measures not connected 
with the ordinary administration of the District, I did not consider it 
desirable that I should interfere in the decision of the case; but I 
recorded my opinion that, as far as related to the Civil character of 
the appeal, I coincided with the Deputy Commissioner; but that I dif- 
fered with him with regard to the nature of the assault committed by 
the armed retainers of the Eajah, which was unjustifiable. 

This should now be taken up by the Superintendent; and I am of 
opinion that Government should resume its right to Byrung Poonjee. 
The late Mr. David Scott annexed this District on the death of the last 
Bajah Sookh Sing, but, as a temporary arrangement, made over the 
management of it to the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee. As the Eajah has 
abused his authority there is no longer any necessity that he should be 
allowed to retain possession of it. 

Before concluding the subject of the Cossyah Hills I beg to call 
the attention of Government to the valuable coal and iron mines and 
extensive lime quarries that are found in them, and to the advantage of 
working these valuable productions. Thai first step towards this would 
be the formation of cart roads in those parts of the District where 
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thesr proaitiMi are fotmd in 

takep that they should lead down to places from whfch' ihere is water 
eonveyailce throughout the year. The expense inCuir^ in ci^kruct- 
mg these roads would be repaid by the increased amount for i^kch the 
mines and quarries would rent. 


I beg particularly to call the attention of Government to the superior 
quahty of coal in the mines of Cherra Poonjce. The expenditure of 
this coal in the Government Steamers is in the proportion of nine to 
thirteen of the Burdwan coal. 

A Geological Surveyor should be deputed to report on the extent of 
these mines, and what quantity of coal they might be expected to supply. 

Further, a Report should be called for from the District Officer as to 
the amount it would cost at Dacca, Koolna, and at the intermediate 
Coaling Stations of the Government and other Steamers between the 
latter place and Rajmehal. If a cart road were available for the 
transit of it from the mines at Cherra Poonjee to Pundooah or Com- 
panygunge, there would be a great saving to Government in supplying 
their Steam Vessels with this coal. It is probable the coal might be 
landed at Dacca at 3 annis pir maund. The inferior Burdwan coal 
costs more than three times that amount. 

Before commencing upon the formation of a road, anew treaty 
should be formed with the Rajah of Cherra Poonjee for the right of 
property in the coal mines : at present the Government pay 1 Rupee 
per 100 maunds of coal. 

I have alluded only to the transit of coal, iron, and lime-stone; but these 
Hills are full of mineral productions and other resources, which would be 
worked if a good road were formed to a sure means of water transit. 

A Report on the administration of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills 
would not be complete without some reference to the G arrow T TflU 
and North Cachar. They form the^tem and western boundaries 
of this District, and, from contiguity and similarity of position, woi^d 
appear properly to belong to it. 

With respect, to the Garrow Hills nothing is known, either of the 
country or its inhabitmats, by the Cossyahs. There is no intercourse 
erf any kind between the two classes. At the present time the fransik’ 
of the Garrow Hills to the Political control of the Superintehdent of 
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.tiieeittayah W‘pt^fu4'.;The;'«^^ 

«(wideri^ among ^ Wdat'iA^Nliciiiilatf ^ifwTt^aWdmildg on fiio 
banks of the Berhampooter. The oijjy ixiLtexwuiise they hare irith the 
inhabitants of the British Provin<^ is at the maihets held at the foot 
of the Hills under the ahriioiity of the lidcilil it GoiMp&rah; 
communication with the Tribe should, therefbre, continue under hit 


dicection. . . 

' '■* ’ ' '* - •» ' n •- /I !j I*'i'.V*' 'V,v ,7. ^ ^ , 

It would be desirable if the Superintendent: of the Cossyah and 
Jynteeah Hills could establish markets on bis frontier for the purpose 

• V '■ ‘ ' 

4^ encouraging traffic with the Tribe* 

' There is the same absence of intercourse between tiie inhabitants of 
the Cossyah and Jynteeah HiUs and North Cachar. ' 

Nothing is known of North Cachar on this side of the Kopili. I 
inarched twice towards the hanks of that river with the intention of 
entering into ikmimunication with the Civil Officer at Assaloo, hut uo 
one could inform me of the route to that place, at what point I should 
cross the Kopili, and wliat distance it was from that river* All they 
could tell me was that the route lay through a dense jungle of a mal¬ 
arious character* 

It is most accessible from the direction of Cachar*. This seems to 

4 

be the only and certidnly the best approach to it, and Assaloo, the 
principal Station, which is situated on the border of Tpolaram's country, 
is only five eommcm, or three forced marches from the Sudder Station. 

The greater ^rtion of the Tribes that inhabit the District, the 
Hurae and Parbuttia Cacharees and Kookies, are more nearly allied, 
by race to those of Cachar Proper. The tract of land formerly known 
as Toolaram's country, one of the Pergunnahs of . North Cachar, 
on the other hahd, is oonriguous to Nowgong. . North Cachar, there¬ 
fore, is,, ht tbe present lime) more nearly ccmeeted with one .of th^se 
two Disriicts, end it is better it should continue sulKudinate to one of 


them tludi-be transferred to tliO Cos^ah .and Jyiiteeah 1 woulc^- 
sugge^ that it should be divided, and Tocfiaram^e country placed undmr. 
Nowgong^ and tho remaining portioned riie iHstriot under Cachar*. 
Bach IMsiou should hni/e aii;,;]^Etra Aaiiitsut,. with good Cohsta- 
bulaiy. The Sub-Division of the aee^^^ge^^ 

ttabtdary tmder an aethe £tu?(^fe^Xli|^ of bpinioo^ 



A 
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A N^gMointo Nowgo|;ig^ rad it might 

lead these hitherto ui^nowD beii^ more, freqimnted 


BiMepient of C^aes trie^ in the Cherra Poonjee Con^ during. 
, the Year 1861. 


* *• ' , , , ' 

NatvbS or Sum. 

Total number 
of Suita tried. 

Suits in whicli 
Siptengs were 
, parties. , . 

Remabkb. 

Civil Suits *. 

49 

4 

' 

Criminal Suits 

58 

e 


Agency Suits. 

20 

13^ 

* Two of these cases were 
against Dolloyes. 

Niscellaneous Sui^... 

181 

2t 

t Ditto dmo. 


From B£iaA.DlSB*GsMi!Ei.£ St. D. Showiibs, c. b., Conuniseionerofthe CoBByah 
and Jynteeah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 465, 
dated the 9th Jtme 1862.) 

SiH, 

I HAVE the honor to forward for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, a copy of instructions I have forwarded to the 
Deputy Commissioner of this District, and 1 beg to call His Honor’s 
attention to the subject of arming a portion of the mhabitanta of each 
village -for the purpose of self-defence. 

Two instances, since I left Jowai, of men having been seized in these 
villages by the Rebels have occurred. The Rebels can effect these acts 
with impunity, the villages that are settled have been deprived of 
their arms, rad the inhabitants are prevrated frmn carrying them« 
The disarming Act should be. so ftm relaxed as to allow a portion of 
every village to sup^y themselves with sworils, shields, bows^ an^.K^ 7 , 
rows to defend themselves against these attacks of the Rebels., . 

‘ The men who are so armed should be formed into an orgrai^. 
^>ody, mid it m^t be made'Ihe foundation of a Village RoUce 
hereafter niay be iiseMv’ At ^ pretont time it will have a 
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the'Rdbels, ohr Trbcipis from lutibh 

in protec^hf Ihe ;v#ag^ th^ ' " 


Oa s O' > ' > S'v 


Memorandum bj Btil9i.nisi*G^inBiL Sr^ O. Di,Sno>m8« o. b., CommamUng the 
Preeidttic^ Division, fin* Captmn MoBToir,‘^(dated the dth June 1862.) 

A RflFOBt has been c^Ued f(xr from Mr. Smithy in chax^ of Jotmij. 
f<^ a statement of the landed ^perty of i^e pro&cribed Rebels. I am 
of opinion that the orders "Soi the c<mfiscation should be reserved until 
the Rebels are captured, or until they come in, when the measure of 
confiscation will be included in the sentence that may be passed upon 
them. 

A Report will be forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson from 
Lieutenant Walcott of an attack made upon a gang of Rebels who had 
seized, five of the inhabitants of Surmong. The attack was made in 
consequence of a,report brought in by the Police. This is the first act 
of the Polkse ahiee it commenced its duties, and the correctness of the 
intelligence th|ES obtained is satisfactory. 


Lieutenant Walcott alluded to the mhabitants of Surmong com¬ 
ing in to take shdter at Jowai. I am of opinion that this is not desir¬ 
able. It is more necessary to extend the number of the settled 
villages than to reduce them. Application should, therefore, be made to 
Lieutenmit-Colonel Richardson for Guards to he posted at those viUages 
which require protection. 

At the same time I recommend that a portion of every vills^ should 
be armed. The arms should be put into the hands of those men only 
who are wiHing to use them, and they should be organized into a body, 
anij be^^fl^red to defend themselves. They might take their arms into 


the fieldii when they go td^eir cultivaifoh, but they should assume 
sonm distinctive mark .1^ which they can ’W recognized by fhe S(ddiers. 
Ps^es df ihbse mCn might sdoompany Ih^ ^froops wh^ It is hecessmy 
to send them out oh imy tpmatfohl ^ ^ > 

The aiimt of meh m frf^ly rduse the 

people agaanst them. This feeling^^ W, ,be of advantage in inducing 


them to g^ infonitatiQn t^lhe l^v^, of Rebels' in’ any place and in 
forming a sOirtdf hriuM td dppbSb of, 
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* 0161 % is a report that the,]^beU hayo. pit>ceede(|, south-west 

and taken away seventy or awety loyal i^l^ecte of Aoagharai or Lamin* 
This has not been confirmed ; but shoidd it prow to be true it is in 
consequence of the want of exertion on the part of the Khyrim Bajah 
in not preserving the integrity of bis territories against the Bebels. 
No Troops have heretofore been posted in his territories, as it was con¬ 
sidered he would defend them himself. 

Ihe Khyrim Bajah is now irith Captain Morton, and it is hoped he 
win be more active, and that his activity will be seen in the effectual re¬ 
moval of all Bd)els from his terriMes and of all who are seeking shel¬ 
ter there. If he should continue as lukewarm as he has hitherto been, 
his conduct should be brought to the notice of Government. 

If no assistance can be expected firom him in keeping his territories 
free from Bebels a Detachment of Troops should be posted at, or in the 
vicinity of Pooroing to seek them. 

I consider that the services of Mr. Shadwell can be better employed 
on the disturbed quarter, and I would recommend that he be sent either 
to Shillong Muntang or Pooriong to communicate with the Bebels in 
that quarter. In this case provision must be made for carrying on the 
current duties of the Office at Cherra Poonjee. If Lieutenant Andrew 
should be unable to remain at Ealiong he might be sent into Cherra. 


From J. D. Goanos, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills,—^(No. 48T., 
dated Head-Quarters, Bhaugulpore, the 8th July 1862.) 


SlB, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Brigadier-General 
Showers' letter No. 45, dated the 9th ultimo, submitting for approval 
a copy of the instructions issued to you on the subject of arming some 
of the villages for self-defence against the mcursions of Bebels. 

2. In reply t am instructed to state^^at you should exercise youif 
discretion in carrying out such a measure undm such oi^nisation in 
connection with the ^oHce as yon majr tlfihk expedient. 


. No. 49T. 


CoFT forwarded to th^.Ck^missm];^^ of Assam.fbr ht^ormatioiL 
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From CATtAiv B. W. D. Mobtok, Deputy Commisaioner, Second Class, in charge 
of the Oossyab aud Jynteeah Hills, to the Secretary to the (iovemmeut of 
Bengal,•>(dattfd the 19th June 1862.) 

JSlSj 

1 HAVE the honor to submit, for the information and orders of 
Government, a Report on the present state of the Jynteeah Hills, to the 
charge of which 1 have been lately appointed. 

2. I reported to General Showers, c. b., my arrival at Cherra Poon- 
jee on the 30th of last month, and in pursuance of the General^s in> 
structions started for the Jynteeah Hills on the 2nd of the current month. 
I proceeded via Shillong and Nongkrem to the Head-Quarters of the 
Troops at Jowai Poonjee. I was detained at Jowai Poonjee three days 
in making an-angements for the transport of supplies. I subsequently 
visited Nurteng, Mimsow, Shillong Muntang, and Barratto. I then 
returned to this Station (Cossyah HiUs) by Nurteng and Pombriong. 

3. My object in adapting this route was to ascertain the feelings of 
the people in Nurteng, Nongjoongee, and Nungba (supposed to be 
friendly Districts) and should the same prove favorable to make use of 
the Dolloyes, or Headmen, in bringing in the peaceably disposed in the 
adjoining Districts of Munsow, Shillong Muntang, and Raliong. The 
disaffected, 1 have found, exercise too much iniiaence to admit as yet 
of any success in such a line of policy. 

4. By a letter from General Showers, c. B., to the Under-Secretaiy, 
Government of Bengal, No. 29, dated the 22nd ultimo, with a copy of 

Vhich I was furnished, it appears that he was of opinion that the spirit 
of the insurrection had been subdued. The Columns under General 
Showers, c. b., I learn from the same letter, had traversed every village 
and forest glen, and the Rebels had accordingly suffered severely in the 
loss of houses, grain, and other property. It is, however, stated that, 
owing to the shelter afforded by mountains and thick forests, the Rebels 
had been able to elude the Troops. 

5. I much regret to say that although the Rebels appear to have 
been convinced of the hopelessness of their contending in organised 
bodies with disciplined Troops in fair fight, and though they have doubt¬ 
less received, as they richly deserved, punishment in the loss of houses, 
grain, and cattle, recent events prove that the spirit of the insurrection 
is not yet subdued. 
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6. Report states that there are at least 2,000 men yet in arms. 
Tliese not only shew no inclination to come in, but detached parties of 
them lose no opportunity of harassing the Troops whenever thdy can 
do so with impunity. The reports received on the 6th of this month 
from the Raliong District shew that there was then no prospect of the 
Rebels submitting, and that the escorts going to and coming from that 
out-post were fired into. Owing to my Daks having miscarried I have 
received no later intelligence from that part of the country, but ray own 
experience, and news from Jowai, dated the 14th June, convince me that 
we cannot expect the settlement of the country before next cold 

• weather. 

7. Colynel Richardson, in a letter dated the 14th June, informs me 
of a most unhappy disaster which befell a Detachment of the 83rd Na¬ 
tive Infantry near Munsow. It appears that a party of some ten or 

* twelve men of that Regiment, who were escorting Coolies, were taken 
unawares by some thirty Rebels. Eight Sepoys Irere killed on the spot, 

and one dangerously wounded.* Two Coo- 

4^ dicftdf 

lies are also said to have been killed. The 
Rebels got clear off with seven muskets and the ammunition of the men 
who had been killedk 

On my road to Nurtong, on tho 16th instant, I observed in the (sup¬ 
posed friendly) Village of Nongjoongee several armed men. ITioy ap¬ 
peared to have been marketing, and as I understood from General Show¬ 
ers that it was advisable for the present to try a conciliatory policy, 1 
allowed them to proceed unmolested. ^ 

I had not proceeded above^ 100 yards when thoi Rebels, for so they 
were, opened fire upon me with arrows. A volley dispersed them to the 
adjoining deep jungles, whither I did not deem it prudent to follow them 
with my small escort. The latest reports I have received from the 
Southern and South-Eastern portions of the Hills clearly shew that the 
ammus and confidence of the Rebels are as yet little abated. 

8. This biings mo to another important point, and that is the pre¬ 
sent disposition of the Troops. 1 confess that I feel the greatest 
. diffidence in approaching this subject. This disposition was effected by 
General Showers, c. b., and 1 should be very sorry, indeed, if it was for 
a moment thought that I was dissatisfied with the military arrangements 
made by an Officer of so great expenence. But 1 cannot conceal from 
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and I therefore deem it my duty to bring to the notioe 
GoTemment that we are threatened with difficnltieB which did not 
present themselTes during the General's stay in these Hills. « 

9. On arrival at Jowai Poonjee I found the Commissariat D^6t liter¬ 
ally empty. The Magistrate of Sylhet had reported his inability to 
secure Coolies for the transport of provisions from Jynteeahpore, and 
General Showers, o. b., had directed Mr. Smith, of the Civil Service, on 
deputation at Jowai Poonjee, to use his best endeavours for the estab¬ 
lishment of a Cooley Corps for this purpose. . Mr. Smith, who return¬ 
ed to Jowai the day before I left, informed me that the Dolloyes (Head¬ 
men) of Amwai and the neighbouring District, had engaged to supply ' 
him with 160 men, provided they were employed only betweei^ Jyneeah- 
pore and Jowai and were paid a monthly wage of Rupees 7 each. 

I father wrote to the Magistrate of Sylhet explaining to him that to 
be on the safe side it was absolutely necessary to have a month's provi- * 
sions at Jowai, and b^ged him, if his instructions prevented him from 
impressing labor for this purpose, to obtain the co-operation of the Sylhet 
Tea Planters. 

10. I left Jowai wilb the hope that transport arrangements would be 
speedily organised. 1 much regret to learn, however, that the Amwai 
Coolies, on whom I chiefly relied, have been greatly alarmed at the news 
of the disaster referred to in my 7th paragraph, and are ready to desert. 

On these Coolies, as 1 have explaiaed, depends the supply at present 
of provisions at Jowai. 

A more formidable difficulty presents itself with regard to provision* 
ing some of the out-posts. ^ 

If by any mishap any of the Coolies at present employed by the 
Officers Commanding the Guards stationed at Barratto, Mimsow, Ba- 
liong, and Satoonga are cut up, I have no hesitation in expressing my 
belief that all the other Coolies will desert. The Troops at those out¬ 
posts would then have to march into Jowai after having destroyed such 
baggage as they could not b«mg with them. Such a retreat would, t 
think, le attended with greater loss of prestige than the withdrawal of 
the Guards 1 have mentioned to leas distant Stations. » 

11. Besides securing an efficient militaiy occupation of the oountiy, 

1 behove that General Showers, c. b., had, in the present disposition of 
Troops, two politioal dbjects in view. The one, that the presence of 
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Troops would induce tbe well-disposed to place themselves under their 
protection; the other, that the several jposts being secured the war party 
amongst the Rebels would be starved out. The Villagers in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Barratto, Munsow, BaJiong, and Satoonga have not hitherto 
made an effort to return to their former haunts, and 1 am credibly 
informed that this is owing to the power the Chiefs still at large 
exercise. 

12. 1 believe that by removing the Guards at the abovementioned 
posts to the neutral, if not^friendly. Districts of Nurteng, Nongjoongee, 
and Nungba, the Rebels would find it difficult to draw provisions (as 
they undoubtedly, to some extent, do.at present) fix)m that neighbour¬ 
hood. Tbe Guards on the other hand, whilst provisions lasted at Jowai, 
could be more easily supplied, and, in the event of a temporary Mure at 
the main Dep6t could be supported from the resources of the District in 
question. The presence of Guards in those Districts would, I am of opi¬ 
nion, secure the allegiance of the subordinate villages, which, as matters 
are, would bo likely to turn against us on affairs taking an un&vorable 
turn in any other portion of the Jynteeah Hills. 

13. The only argument that occurs to me against the withdrawal of 
the Guards in question would be that the Rebel Chiefr might gain an 
increased confidence, and would probably do their best to stockade the 
positions at present held by the Troops. By keeping up a system of 
strong patrols this might, t think, be averted. 

14. I have thought it advisable to bring to the notice of Govemi* 
ment the present state of a portion of the District of which I have 
lately assumed charge. I have not concealed my belief that the Rebels 
will remain out for the better part of the current year, and that it wiU 
probably be found necessaiy to make some alteration in the disposition 
of the Troops. The latter is for the most part a military question, and 
I sha# submit a further Report after I have consulted Colonel Richardson, 
Commanding in Jynteeidi. 1 intended to have gone in to Cherra, but 
shall now proceed to Jowai, where my presence appearsj||post in 
requisition. 

15. For the present, I beg to suggest that order should be sent (by 
Telegram to Dacca and thence by Dftk to Sylhet) to the Magistrate of 
Sylhet, directing him to impress labor, if necessary, at double rates of 
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hire, for the transport of one month^s provisions from Jynteeahpore to 
Jowai Poonjee. ^ 

I have informed Mr. Smith, b. c. s., that, until the Commissariat De¬ 
partment can effect more economical arrangements, the system of paying 
the Coolies A monthly wage of Bupees (7) seven must be introduced. 
I beg that orders may be passed to the Commissariat to, adjust any ad¬ 
vances on this account made from the Cherra Treasury. 

16. I have the honor to enclose a rough Sketch illustrating the posi¬ 
tion of the several places referred to in my letters. 


From H. Bbll, Esq , Under-Seoretary to the Government of Bengal, |o CAPTAiir 
B. W. D. Mokton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills,— 
(So, 1561, dated the 4th July 1862.) 

Sib, 

IAU directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 19th ultimo, reporting on the present state of the Jynteeah Hills, 
and in reply to state that, in compliance with the suggestion made in 
your 15th paragraph, orders have been issued by Telegram to the Com¬ 
missioner of Dacca to direct the Magistrate of Sylhet to secure the 
services of a body of Coolies for the transport of provisions from 
Jynteeahpore to Jowai Poonjee by offering them such remunerative rates 
of pay as wiU induce them to enter the ^.service and remain in it as 
long as they are required. The Magistrate should not press Coolies 
if that can be avoided. 

2. A copy of your letter has been forwarded for the information of 
Brigadier-General Showers, c. b., and I am to request that in future you 
will send to that Officer a copy of all communications which you may 
make to Government direct. 


No. 1562. 

of the above, and of the one to which it is a reply, forwarded 
to Brig^ier-General Showers, c. B., Commissioner of the Cossyidi-and 
Jynteeah Hills for information, and for such action as he may consider 
it necessary to take with reference to the state of things r^rted by 
Captain Morton. 
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No. 1563. 

Extract (paragraph 1) forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca 
for information and guidance. 

No. 1564. 

Extract (paragraph 1) forwarded to the Magistnil||| of Sjlhet 
direct for information and guidance. 


From J. D. Oobdon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to the Magistrate of Sylhet,«-(]!!7o. 22T., dated the 6th July 1862.) 

SiB^ 

^The Commissioner of the Cossyah^md Jynteeah Hills has 
represented that he is in urgent need of Coolies to cany provisions for 
the Troops from Jynteeahpore to Jowai Poonjee. 

2. You will already have received instructions from Government, 
through the Commissioner of Dacca, for raising a Coolie Corps for the 
service required by Captain Morton. Those instructions authorize you 
to entertain Coolies at whatever rates may be necessary to secure their 
services, and you are directed to abstain from impressing labor r/ such 
a course can he a/voided. 

8. Under these circumstances the Lieutenant-Governor desires me 
to say that he will hold you responsible for any failure in the carriage 
of supplies to Jowai and the out-post, owing to the want of Coolies. 

4. You should give every possible assistance to any Officer who may 
be deputed by Colonel Richardson or Captain Morton to organize a # 
Coolie Corps, should suc& a step be considered advisable. 


No. 23T. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for information. 


From J. D, Gobdon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to Captain B. W. D. Mqbton, Deputy Commissioner of the CoSsyah 
and Jynteeah Hills,— (No. 24T., dated Head-Quarters, Bhangulpore, the 
6th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE laid bdore the Lieutenant-Governor your Report on 
the present state of the Jynteeah HiBs, dated 19th ultimo, and am direct¬ 
ed to communicate to you the following instructions, • 
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2. The Magistrate of Sylhet has been ordered by Telegram through 
the Commissioner of Dacca, and also by letter, to collect Coolies for 
service under you as speedily as possible, paying whatever rates may be 
necessary to secure their services and refraining from pressing Coolies 
into the imrk if it can he avoided. He has also been desired to give 
every possine assistance to any Officer Colonel Richardson may depute, 
should he consider this advisable, to organize a Corps of Coolies. 

3. The Magistrate has been informed that the Lieutenant-Grovemor 
will hold him responsible for any feilure in the carriage of supplies to 
Jowai and the out-post, owing to the want of Coolies. ’■ 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that these instructions will ensure 

a prompt and sufficient hupply of Coolies. t 

5. Yon and your Assistants should take care that nothing is wanting 
in these respects so far as the HiUs themselves are able to supply Coolies 
who are to be depended upon. It will rest with Colonel Richardson 
to provide sufficient escort to protect the Coolies when employed in 
carrying supplies, and to prevent any disaster that might cause a panic 
among them and lead them to desert. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor relies upon your using every exertion 
to induce the Chiefs who are stiU in rebellion to come in under a safe 
conduct and state what their grievances are, and what objects they desire 
to gain by continuing vainly to oppose the authority of the Government 
and thereby bringing ruin upon themselves and upon the District. You 
should endeavor to make it known to them that the Government desires 

^ to ascertain whether they have any reaaonabl| grounds of complaint, 
and if there be suCh grounds, to remove them, and that, though no 
terms but those of unconditional surrender can be offered to Rebels in 
arms, those who make voluntary and complete submission will receive 
a full pardon, while those who continue to resist will be pursued to the 
utmost and punished with severity. 

7.. In ihe absence of Brigadier-Gbneral ShowOTS Colonel Richardson 
has full authority to make what disposition of the Force at his disposal 
he considers best, vrith due regard to Military precautions, for protecting 
the well-disposed and securing their allegiance, and for preventing the 
Rebels from obtaining provisions at any rate without great risk, as well 
as for strengthening his own position and for taking advantage of any 
opportunity of attack which in the present unffivorable season may offer 
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itself. On this subject the Xdeatenaiit-Govmior awaits the foUer Report 
promised by you. 

8. Bngadier-General Showers is no longer in Civil chai^ of the 
Cosayah Hills, as you were informed by my letter of the 1st instant, 
and you should therefore malEe all your Reports to the Commissioner 
of Assam, sending a oopy direct to the Lieutenont-Govemorf 


No. 25T. 

Copy of this letter, together with a copy of the correspondence 
noted, forwarded#>r the information of the Officiating Commissioner 
of Assam. 


No. 26T. 

Copy of this letter, together with a copy of the correspondence 
noted, forwarded for the information of the Government of India, in 
the Home Department. 


From Bbioadieb-General St. G. D. Showbbs, c. b., Commanding the^ Presidency 
Division, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal with the lieutenant* 
^vernor,—(No. 286A., dated the 30th June 1862.) 

SlB, 

1 HAVE the honor to report, for the information of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that I have received a copy of the Report 
of Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner, without No., dated the 
19th instant, on the present state of the Cossyah and Jynteeah HiUs. 

2. I had reported periodically, for the information of His Honor, 
the villages and individuals that came in and settled; and at the time 
of my leaving the settlement of the coimtry was still progressing. A 
village, ''Jellapet,” in the "Satoongah” District, had just settled in 
their village: the villagers of Jowai were still coming in, and the 
family of the DoUoye of Rambye had come in, which was expected to 
be the precursor of the DoUoye himself tendering his submission, and 
even after I left, a report was made to me that sixty or seventy families 
had given themselves up. 

3. Since that time, however, progress appears to have cefued. I 
have heard of none but unfavorable reports. If scaurs should continue 
to retrograde 1 propose, wit^.the Lieutenant-Govemor*s sanction, to 
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return to tlie disturbed District and to resume charge of it. With 
the Deputy Commissioner established in his post, I shall be able to 
act in concurrence with him, so that when I leave he may be able 
to carry on tlie duties with better effect. I had fully expected with 
the plans Captain Morton had proposed he would have been able to 
make some progress. 

4. As I only left the District in consequence of the importance 
that was attached to a report being made on the Frontier defences, 
I propose to complete the duty on which I have come to the Province; 
but on my return to Gowhatty 1 propose to proceed Hirough the hills 
to resume charge. I have therefore to request I may be favored with 
His Honoris orders to%wait my return to Gowhatty about*the 20th 
of the month. 

а. The loss of the Guard of the 33rd Native Infantry w’ill have 
the effect of giving heart to the Rebels, and greater precautions and 
vigilance will now be required. 

б. The removal of all the out-posts, as suggested by Captain 
Morton, to the friendly villages of ‘^Nnrteng,^^ “Nongba,^^ and 

Nonjoongee,^^ 1 don^t think at all advisable. There is already a 
Guard of thirty men at “ Nurteng,” and I have recommended, if the 
Dolloyes of the other villages wislicd it, Guards might be sent 
to them also. As affairs now stand they should be sent at once. 

7. As regards “ Barratto^^ the Guard at that place may be M'ithdrawu 
if the men become unhealthy. 1 had always considered this probable, 
but “ Munsovv,^' bhilloiig Muntang,” “ llaliong,^^ and “ Satooiigah^^ 
should not be given up. 

8. With reference to the fears expressed by Captain Morton of 
the failure of supplies from want of Coolies, I beg to annex a copy of 
a Report from Lieutenant Pakenham, stationed with a Detachment at 
Amwai to superintend the protection of the transport of the rations. 
Ilis Honor will observe the calm and assured tone with which that 
Olficer -writes of being able to keep up a rc^gular supply of stores. 
It is satisfactory, and 1 have no doubt he will effect tlie object. 

9. As it will be desirable to have a months supply of rice, dal, 
salt, and other articles of rations in store, I -would recommend that 
the route by Cherra Poonjec should be also used to bring up sup]»lies 
until the quantity required has been collected. The grain should be 
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forwarded fi?om Sylhet by boat to Fundooah, and ftwm thence carried 
on Elephants to Cherra Poonjee. Now that the cultivating season is 
over, Coolies to any number can be obtained at Cherra, but, to assist 
still further. Elephants might be made to carry the grain half-way to 
Jowai, this wbuld involve their carrying their own fodder with them. 

10. As His Honor would like to have the fullest information on 
the present state of the Cossyah Hills, I beg to annex extracts from a 
letter I received on my arrival here from Mr. T. Smith, the Assistant 
Commissioner at Jowai. 

From the first passage it would appear that more men are likely 
to come in, and from the second that there is no organized 
combination. 


Extract from a Report from Lieutenant Pakenham, C(»mnianding Detndiment 
33rd Native Infantry at Amwai, to Lieutenant-Colonel RicHAUDiiON. 

“ As there is no Eui’opean Officer at Jynteeahpore to see that the 
arrangements for the transmission of russud for the Jowai Depot are 
carried out satisfactorily, I have the honor to request you will do .me 
the favor to solicit Lieiiteiiaut-Colonel Eichardson to grant me permis¬ 
sion to visit Jynteeahpore occasionally, as I feel certain that by doing 
so I shall be able to keep up a regular supply of stores on the road to 
Jowai. I could go down one day and come back the next/* 


Extracts from a letter from Me. T. Smith, Assistant Commissioner, Jowai, to 
fiBIUADIEE-GENEBAL ST. Gr. D. ShOWEBS, C- B. 

" I MAY as well tell you here that there is no doubt whatever that 
the incessant demand for Coolies here in order to feed the out-posts is 
keeping many men in the jungle, who would otherwise come in. To-day 
1 send a man to try and get in a batch I have heard of. 

" You will have heard through the Military Authorities about the 
unfortunate incident of yesterday. It is only what must be looked for, 
I fear, now and then, now that the rebellion is over, and extensive 
Dacoity has taken its place, for, I think, that expresses best the state 
of affairs,** 


24 
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i). GoBDOir; Officiating Juaior Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to Sx« G. D. Showbbs, g. b.. Commanding Freei* 

dency Division,r-'iKo. 60T., dated on board the Yacht Bhoim, the 10th 
July 1862.) ' 

Sir, 


^ I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. S864.,, dated the SOth ultimo, on the subject of the state of the 

Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, and in reply 

, • Ko. S4T,, dated fith instant. . /• ' j /• • 

to forward, for your information, the accom¬ 
panying copy of the orders* which were issued to Captain Morton, the 
D^ty Commissioner in charge, on his Eeport of the 19th ultimo, 
referred to by you. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor perceives nothing in the present state 
of the Hills in question which renders it necessary that you should 
assume the Civil administration on your return from Debrooghur; but 
it be then practicable for you to proceed through the Hills from 
Gowhatty to the disturbed Districts, your presence there, in your Mili- 
taiy capacity, will no doubt be of use in directing the arrangements to 
be maintained during the rainy season and the operations that may 
have to be undertaken when it is over. 

6. A copy of paragraphs 8 and 9 of your letter under acknowledg¬ 
ment will be forwarded to the ]Magistrate of Sylhet with further orders 
to provide effectually for the carriage of supplies to Jowai and to assist 
to the utmost of his power any plans that Colonel Richardson may 
form for that purpose. 


No. 61T. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Commissioner of Assam, 
with a request that, after consultation with Brigadier-General Showers, 
he will , give Captain Morton such further instructions as may be 
necessary. 


No. 62T. 

Copy of the correspondence forwarded to the Government of India, 
Home Department, in continuation of endorsement No. 26T., dated 
the 6th instant. 
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From CifTAiK B. W. B. MoffroK«0eptity Ckwiniastbii^, Co&p^ip|f4U^ ^ 

‘'^ the S^ietery to the Govemioent of 1^ei^th4’>U^l^|^4 

Sir,' ' '■ ', .■' >. 

In contintiatioii of my letter of the 19th iiistaiit, ;,I.hay^. the 
honor to forward, forihe information of Government, copy of alOtj^T,' 
of this day^g date, addressed by me to Colonel Richardson, Oommandingf 
the Troops in Jynteeah Hills, and of my instructions to Lieutenaij$ ' 
Andrew, whom I have deputed to Nurteng. 

1 have the honor to bring to the notice of Government that it 
appears desirable to destroy some of the villages to the east of Ralkmg, 
the inhabitants of which have -not only steadily resisted all efforts tO 
bring thpm back to their allegiance, but have also, on several occasions, 
evinced their hostility to Government by firing upon and otherwise 
harassing Detachments of Troops passing in that neighbourhood. 

3. General Showers, c. b., left instructions to the effect that a con¬ 
ciliatory policy was to be adopted in the hopes of inducing the disaffect* 
ed to submit to authority. Every effort has been made with this view, 
but with no success. 

4. I am strongly of opinion that the Rebels should be no longer 
allowed to shelter themselves in villages where they have an abundaiace 
of grain. In the face of the Generals instructions I feel myself upajble 
to take the necessary steps. I beg that Government will authorize me 
finally to call upon the inhabitants of the villages in question to stibmit, 
or to take the consequences of their folly. 

5. You will observe that I am extremely anxious to Starve, the 
rebellion. The altered .dispositions of the Troops will partly, effect this. 
The destruction during the rains of the villages to which I refer would, 

I believe, tend very greatly to the accompHshment of my object. 


From Captjjx B. W. D. Moetox, Deputy CommiBsioner, Cossyah and Jyntaai^ 
Hills, to LibuteEant a. Asdeew, Assistant Commissioner, CossySh and 
Jynteeah Hills,—(dated the 27tli Juno 1862.) 

Sir, 

AREANGBMENfs havii^ been made for the withdrawal-; of 
out-posts at Barato, Raliong, and Satongah, and for the distribution jbf 
the Troops amongst friendly villages, I have the honor to request fdii 



\ ( 188 y 

itilt prdieeed witii a party of one Jemadar and twolvia Police to NurtCng 

aod make that Post yom* Head-Qiiarters imtil farther orders. . You will 

be gtiided by the following insferttotions;— 

Colonel Bichardsonj Commanding in tl^ Jynteeah has 

arranged to send ninety men from Barato to Nnrfceng. • Fifty of these, 

under the command df a Natiye Commissioned Officer, will be at your 

disposal. You will be so good as to accompany them to Kangfoongee 

and sdtect a suitable position in that village, whereat the Detachment 

will remain stationed. You will be careful, on the one hand, that this 

_ * 

position is sufficiently near the Nongjoongeo Bazar to enable the Native 

OfficcSr in command to exercise control over it. You will' also, on the 
other hand, be particularly careM that the position is one not . com¬ 
manded by high ground in the neighbourhood. You will probably have 
to effect arrangements for provisioning the Troops during the first three 
or four days of their stay at Nongjoongee. 

8. As soon as the Detachment is fairly settled at Nongjoongee you 
will return to Nurteng. I have two objects in view in stationing you at 
Nurteng, The one is, that you may take steps to prevent the Rebels 
from drawing supplies, as they undoubtedly do at present, from the so. 
called friendly villages and the Khyrim Territoiy. The other, that 
you may, if called upon by Colonel Richardson, purchase, on advances 
received from the Commissariat, grain and salt for the use of the 
Troops at Nurteng, Nongjoongee, and Shillong Muntang. 

4. With reference to the first of these objects, the Rebels, I know, 
draw snpplies from the Khyrim Territory, and indirectly from the 
Bazars of Nurteng and Nongjoongee. I have Warned the Khyrim Rajah 
not to allow a single man, woman, or child from the Jynteeah Hills 
to enter his territory without a written pass, and he has faithfully pro¬ 
mised to do his best to prevent it. Some individuals will doubtless 
elude his vigilance, and I have therefore to request that you will, from 
tto to time, patrol with tbe Police the several paths leading to Nopg- 
krem (Khyrim Territory) and apprehend any persons, friendly or not, 
proceeding from the Jynteeah Hills in contravention of the above orders. 
Any persons coming from the Khyrim Territoiy you will turn back, 
and, if required, forward in custody to the ;^yrim Rajah. Om great 
rendezvous of die Rebels is on the rq^ between Moklah and Poiariang. 
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A D 0 %cluse&t of of not less than strong t^oidd escort 

yon on shch occasionsi and yon onght, as a nilej to return to Kniteng 
before nightfeU. . . 

5. 1 have said that the Eebels indirectly draw supplies from the 
friendly Tillages ; in other words, supposed friendly villagers msie 
purchase at the several Bazars and supply Rebels, who meet them at' 
some dtstanoe from those Bazars. Above a fortnight ago 1 requested^ 
Colonel Richardson to close the Nongjoongee (Yao Pnissiang) Bazar, 
but owing to the pandty of Troops at his disposal at the time he was 
unable to do so^ This request was made in consequence of the Nong- 
jooiigee villagers having permitted armed Rebels to frequent their Bazar. 
I queariors however, whether it would be expedient, after the lapse of so 
many days, to close the Bazar, and I accordingly authorize you to 
upon the DoUoyo of Nongjoongee to enter into an engagement not to 
allow armed men to enter his jurisdiction, and on his doing so to keep the 
Bazar open. 

6, To prevent the Rebels being supplied, as noted in the preceding 
paragraph, I request you will order the Bazar at Nurteng andNoAg- 
joongee to be held once a fortnight, instead of once a week, and that 
you will patrol with Police and Sepoys, on Bazar days, the Bazars 
themselves and their neighbourhood. I beg also that you will encourage 
the villagers to dispose of their grain and other produce to the Troops. 


From Captain B. W. D. Moeton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and Jjmteeah 
Hills, to Colonel Richakdson, Commanding the Troops in the Jynteeah 
Hills,—(dated the 27th June 1862.) 


Sia, 

With reference to our conversation of this morning, and in 
Gontiniiation of my demi-'official letter dated the 19th instant, I have the 
faoncff to state that I understand that the foliowring arrangements will 
shortly be effected 

2. Owing to the incompleteness of Commissariat arrangements and 

the flooded state of the Countiy, it has been found extremely hazardous 

to maintain Guards at the, out-posts noted 

iMicmg. ‘ \ in the margin. These will accordingly be 

■. ■■■ withdr&wn.. 
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•8. The so-called friendly villages of Ntorfceng, Nongjoongee, and 
Nnngba being suspected of active syinpatiiy witii the Rebds, and there 
being a probabiliiy that the Rebels themselves will muster in strong 
^brce on Uie road between Jynteeahpore and Jowai; the available Troops 
will be posted as followsi-^ , 

A Detachment under an European Officer at Nongtalong. ^" 

Ditto under a Native Commissioned Officer at Nongjoongee. 

The Guards will be strengthened at Nurteng, Shillong Muntang, 
and Munsow, and European Officers will be stationed at the two former 
Posts, Munsow remaining, as at present, under a Non-Commissioned 
Officer. 

,4. I have directed Lieutenant Andrew to proceed to Nifrteng. A 
copy of my instructions to that Officer is herewith enclosed for your 
information. 

6. I have the honor to suggest that an effort should be made to 
provision the Troops at Nurteng, Nongjoongee, and Shillong Muntang, 
from the resources of the Nurteng and Nongjoongee Districts. Por 
this purpose, I think, the Commissariat should receive an order to supply 
Lieutenant Andrew with an advance of money to lay in at Nurteng a 
store of rice and salt. This measure would relieve the Commissariat 
of the necessity of forwarding supph'es to those Guards. It would also 
lessen the number of escorts; and lastly, would cut out the Rebels from 
supplies on which they have lately been depending. 

From Captain B. W, D, Moston, Deputy Commissioner in charf?e of the Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(dated the 
4th July 1862.) 

Sib, 

I HAVE the honor to bring to the notice of Government the 
necessity, in my opinion, of laying in large stores of Unhusked rice for 
the supply of Troops and Coolies employed in these Hills. 

2. We still labor under great difficulties in obtaining provisions 
from Bengal, and I am not without my fear that these difficulties will 

increase should the rebellion be as protracted as it at present gives 
promise of being. As it is, the Troops are constantly reduced to the 
necessity of living on rice, with or without salt. The.Coolies, of course, 
get nothing else. 
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3. Immense tracts o£ good paddy land in these HiUs have remained 
uncultivated this year, and I think the probabilities are that there will 
accordingly be a marked scarcity of provisions, if not an absolute 
famine, next year. The Cossyphs are not a foreseeing race, and I have 
reason to believe that I can at present secure dhan or unhusked rice at 
sixty seers for the Eupee. This would yield very nearly a maund of 
rice for the Eupee. The Commissariat scU Bengallee rice at fifteen 
seers for the Eupee. 

4. I have the honor to suggest that I should be authorized to pur¬ 

chase at least 5,000 maunds of dhan with a view of the same being 
securely stored and placed imder charge of an experienced European 
Officer. There would be no diflScully, I think, in disposing of the 
surplus dhan (should there be any) next cold season. if' 

5. In saying 5,000 maunds at least, I have in view the supply 
merely of the Troops and Coolies employed by Government. In my 
humble opinion it would be a wise policy to buy up every grain of 
spare rice in the Jynteeah Hills. From the concluding paragraph of 
my letter, to your address, dated the 27th ultimo, you will observe that 
it is my belief that to secure the settlement of tlie country wc must 
starve the rebellion. 

6. Every day adds to my conviction that we have not only those 
actually in rebellion to deal with. There can be no question that, 
with a view, probably, of keeping well with both parties, and thereby 
securing their own immunity, the friendly villagers supply the dis¬ 
affected with the necessaries of life. The Eebels, with the exception 
of those to the eastward, have not cultivated their lands this year. I 
have already solicited the sanction of Government [vide my letter, to 
your address, of the 27th ultimo) to deal summarily with the villages 
to the east and their this year’s crops, in the event of their declining 
to submit. 

By buying up the spare grain in the Jynteeah Hills we should 
reduce the Eebels to great straits this season, and threaten them vrith 
absolute starvation next. Should Major Eaban, by the aid of Police, 
be able to control the Bazars held on the Assam and Sylhet sides, I 
should be at a loss to state from what quarter these Eebels could 
look for supplies beyond the next four months. 
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7. I do uot think that I am within the mark in saying that at the 
very outside there are not above 20,000 mauiids of spare rice in the 
Jyntecah Hills. It may seem a large amount for the Government to 
buy up, but I am cominced that Government would be no losers by 
doing 80. As I have said, I anticipate a very great scarcity here next 
cold weather, and far more than 20,000 maunds would, I anticipate, 
meet a ready sale. Should the settlement of this country be effected 
by the close of the present rains I can well fancy that, being depen¬ 
dent, in a measure, for their food upon the Government they have 
done their best to injure, would, in conjunction with the punishment 
of the leaders, exercise a salutary effect upon the mass of the people 
now in rebellion. « 

»8. In anticipation of the orders of Government, and on my own 
responsibility, I have directed Lieutenant Andrew, my Assistant at 
Nurteng, to enter into an arrangement with the Dolloye of that village 
for the purchase of 2,000 maunds of grain, on the understanding 
that the same will be taken back in the event of my arrangement not 
meeting with the approval of Government. Soliciting the favor of 
early orders on this important subject. 


From J. D. Goandir, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, to Ma.job J. C. Haughton, Coininissioner of Assam,—(No, lOUT., 
dated on board the Yacht Ithotas, the Slat July 18(52.) 

SlK, 

The Lieutenant-Governor has received from Captain Morton, 
the Deputy Commissioner in charge of t^ie Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, 
two letters dated 27th June and 4th July, of which a copy is enclosed. 
His Honor has also seen Captain Morton^s letter of the 9th July 
addressed to Major Agnew, and has had the advantage of personal 
communication with you and Brigadier-General Showers on the affairs 
of that District. 

2. A copy of the instructions sent to Captain Morton on the Cth 
instant has already been furnished to you. In those instructions 
Captain Morton was desired to use every exertion to induce the Chiefs 
who were still in rebellion to come in and state their grievances, and 
to make known to them that those who voluntarily submitted would 



( is-'i ) 

receive a full pardon, ])ut that continued resistance would be punished 
with severity. 

3. To this policy the Lieutenant-Governor adheres. lie desires 
that the destruction of villages, as proposed by Captain Morton, even 
though some of the inhabitants may have been actually hostile to the 
Government, and also the destruction of crops, may be entirely and 
absolutely prohibited, and that nothing further ma^e done to irritate 
the people, to make them distrust the intentions of the Government, 
and to drive them to desperation. 

4. The power of the Government has been sufficiently shewn by 
the complete Military occupation of the District, by the destruction of 
the strong-holds of the Rebels, by the loss of their property, by their ut¬ 
ter discomfiture wherever they have ventured to oppose themselves to dis¬ 
ciplined Troops, and by the infliction of severe distress, not only on the 
guilty, but also, it is to be feared, on the innocent and on the helpless 
families of all. 

5. It is not any hope of being able successfully to defy the 
Government that induces some of these misguided people still to remain 
in rebellion. It may be that they arc naturally actuated by resentment 
for the past, but it is evident that their continued o])stinate resistance 
is to be attributed mainly, if not entirely, to the four of the possible 
consequences of submission. 

6. The Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, desires that the spirit ol‘ 
General Showers' instructions to Captain Morton may be carefully 
observed, and that means be sought of conveying to the Rebels, 
through every practicable channel, the assurance that all wlio submit 
themselves to authority and peaceably return to their alh'giancc will 
be pardoned. 

7. Captain Morton may be authorized to intimate to the Cossyah 
Chiefs that if the disturbed country is entirely pacified when the 
Lieutenant-Governor arrives at Sylhet, in course of next month, and 
if every person now in rebeUion has by that time surrendered, His 
Honor will himself proceed to Cherra Poonjee and receive the Chiefs 
in Durbar; but that so long as disturbances continue in any part of 
Jyntecah, the presence of the Lieutenant-Governor in the Hills is 
out of the question. 
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S. Jt is not the object of the Govcnimcut^ as Captain Morton sup¬ 
poses, to starve the rebellion, that is, to starve a whole population for 
the sake of pnnishiiif; or coercing the guilty few. If it be necessary, 
as a ineasure of })rccaution, to store 5,000 mauncls of paddy for the 
iis(' of the Troops and Coolies this may be done ; but to purchase a 
Jai gei' quantity for the avowed purpose of cutting off all supplies from 
tlu- villagers, wh^* arc already straitened for food by the loss of 
iheir grain in store, and by the stoppage of cultivation, would be a 
measure of needless cruelty which cannot be sanctioned. 

>ki;\t tt> that of inducing the Kcbcls to surrender, the object to 
Avliicli Captain Morton's energies should be directed is the punishment 
<ff those Avho persist in rebellion and the protection of the innocent 
and those avIio arc inclined to be fticndly. lie cannot be permitted to 
involve all in one common calamity. 

10. As to the future administration of the District the Lieutenant- 
(lov(5rnor's orders Avill be (;omn)unicated to you hereafter, but in the 
mearitinic it is necessary to observe that His Honor entirely dissents 
from Captain IVlorton's project of exercising a more direct interference 
than heretofore with the Cossyalis of the .Tyiitccah Hills, and desires, 
ori the contrary, tf) hvav^e the people to themselves as much as possible, 
and to govern them, as far may be, througb their own ChiefS|^ 

11. Tn regfird to the supply of Cooli(;s the Lieutenant-GoA’^emor is 
salislied, by a recent communication from the Magistrate of Sylhet, 
that there has been no want of exertion on the part of tlnat Officer in 
the matter, and that the number of Coolies sent up from Sylhet Avould 
have been sufficient, under pro])er armngemouts, for every purpose 
required of them. Ihit, so far as the papers sIicaa", no attempt lias been 
made to rcconeile tln^ Coolies to the service hy just and careful 
treatment, by })rotectiou from danger, by providing them with food, 
and by prompt and regular payment of their wages, or to organize the 
available supply of labor in any way. Mr. Smith was long ago directed 
hy General Showers to raise Iaa^o Coolie Corps, one for bringing up 
provisions from Jynteeah, and the other for moving into tlie interior, 
and this, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, might easily have been done; 
but Ailicther any steps Avcrc taken to carry out this plan docs not appear. 
C'aftain Morton should uoav be desired, in communication AA'itb 
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Mr. Taylcr, the Magistrate of Sylhet, to take this matter in hand at 
once, and to employ, if necessary, a special Officer on the duty, with 
instructions to enlist as many Coolies as arc rctpiired at such rates of 
pay as may be necessary to induce them to take employment, to provide 
for their comfort and proper usage while employed on the Hills, and to 
discharge none who arc willing to remain so long as their services arc 
likely to be required. 


From BRroADiEK-GKNEBAL St. G. D. Showers, c. ii. Commanding Presidoiify 
Division, to tlie Secretaiy to the Government of Bengal, with the Lieutenant- 
Governor,—(No. 295A., dated the 5th July 18G2.) 

Sir, ^ 

Since the despatch of my letter No. 28GA. of the 30th 


CiiptiiiTi jVfortoii’s lottor, (hitcd 
271 li.I line to tlui iwldr(>s,s of Lieute- 
iiiuit A 11(1 row. 

(’’iilitiiiii Mortoii’n loth'r, dated 
27fli iruius to Lieutouaut-Colonol 

Uu'liiU'dMiii. 


ultimo, I have received a copy of Captain 
MortoiFs letter to the Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment, dated the 27tli June, with enclosures, 
noted in the margin. 


2. 1 have also received Reports from Lieutenant-Colonel Richari^on, 
(!Iommandiug in the Jyntceah Hills, stating the necessity of withdraw'- 
iiig the Detachments from Marato, llalliong, and Satongah in con- 
setjnence of the ivant of supplies and the difficulty of furnishing them 
at those ^ces during the rains. It was to prevent this movement I 
proposed to return to the Hills. 

3. As tlie measure has been carried out I will not trouble Ilis 
Honor witli an explanation of tlic reasons which led me lo post the 
Troops as 1 did. I will only observe that giving up an offensive; for a 
defensive iiositioii will give; eonfideneo to the Rebels and retard the 
settlement of the District. 

•I', fi’herc were undoubtedly difficulties to bo overcome in supplying 
the Troops with provisions; but as it arose from tlie arrangements that 
had been proposed before I left not having b(;en completed before the 
force of the rainy season commenced these difficulties would only have 
been experienced at first. 

5. The letters herewith enclosed, IMr. Smithes letter No. .2, dated 
4th June, to iny address, as also his letter No. 4, dated 9th idem, shew 
the exertions he was making to coin])letc these ari’angcmcnts; and 
Ihese, together with the directions 1 have given for grain to be supplied 
n'l Cherra Poonjee, would have rendered the position secure. 
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6. I approve of the an’angemcnts Captain Morton has made to stop, 
if possible, any comitnunicatioii between the inhabitants of Nongkreem 
and the Rebels, and to prevent their obtaining supplies from the Bazars 
of the friendly villages. I approve also of the Detachment under 
Captain Robinson having been ordered to Nongtalong. 

7. I have already stated my opinion of the necessity of severity 
being exercised against the Rebels after the attack they made on the 
Guard proceeding to Munsow last month. Every man who is now 
caught, whether in arms or not, if he has not given in his submission, 
should bo treated as a Rebel, and those who have should be similarly 
treated, unless they can shew thcyliave not joined the Rebels or assisted 
them; but I doubt the advantage of burning villages. It Tfill render 
the country a waste. It must be recollected that it is only those men 
whose villages have been burned who are still in rebellion, Ralliong, 
Shainfong, and Munsow. 

8. As the reports I have now received do not shew any kind of com¬ 
bination or any acts of hostility, the nature of which had not been anti¬ 
cipated, T do not sec that tlicrc will beany necessity for my returning 
to the Hills. I am, however, prepared to return if His Honor should 
consider it advisable. 

.. ~ # 

Memorandum from Brioadiek-Gexeral St G. D. Showers, c. b,, Commissionnr 

of the Cossyali and Jynteeah Hills. 

Forwauded for submission to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Dengal. 


From Captain B. MV. D. Morton, D.-puty Commissioner, Cossyah and Jynteeah 
Hills, to Brigadier-Geneiial St. G. D. Showers, c. b.. Commissioner of the 
Cossyali and Jynteeah Hills,—(dated the 9fch June 1862.) 


Sib, 

I HAVE the honor, in forwarding the correspondence quoted in the 
margin, to inform you that I have, in anticipation of your orders, ap¬ 
proved of the proceedings detailed in Mr. Smithes letter. 


To Cuptiiin Morton. 

Eonn Sernoiiiil AsuntaycNo. 31, 
datwl (ith of .fuiip. 

Viom Mr. Suiilli datixl 9tli of 
June, No. t. 

From Ma^istv.olo of Sylliot, U) 
OiuitTal Showors, r. b.. No. See, 
dated aStli of May 1862. 


2. When matters are a little settled the 
Commissariat will probably be able to effect 
more economical arrangements. Meanwhile 
I sec no alternative between accepting the 
terras offered by the Chiefs with whom Mr. 
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Smith had an interview and withdrawing the out-posts from their present 
advantageous positions. To do the former may necessitate a reference 
to Government with a view of orders being passed to the Commissariat 
Department for the adjustment of accounts. T<t attempt the latter 
must result in giving fresh confidence to the Rebel Chiefs and rendering 
the friendly villages, such as Nurteng, Shilliong Muntang, liable to 
punishment at the hands of those Chiefs. 

3. With reference to the concluding portion of Mr. Smith's letter, 
in approving of the arrangements he proposes to make, I have further 
directed him to send Police Sepoys with ea^ detachment of Coolies. 
These will receive a Perwannah and will be answerable that no un- 
authoriiiljd use is made of the Coolies. 

4. The Commissariat^ergeant has not the power to pay the Coolies 
monthly. Pending a reference on the subject, I beg to suggest that Mr. 
Smith should receive an advance of 1,000 Rupees, to be hereafter ad¬ 
justed with the Commissariat. 

5. 1 solicit the favor of your rctuniing the original correspondence 
herewith enclosed. 


Memorandum from BBJOADXEH-GJiNERAi St. G. D. Siioweiis, c, b., Coramand- 
g iiig Prosidenoy Division. 

Forwarded, in original, for submission to His Honor the Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor of Bengal. 

From T, Smith, Esq., Assistant to the Commissioner, Cossyah and Jyntecali 
Hills, to BniGADiER-CiENEiiAl. f?T. G. D. SiJOWEJis, c. Ji., Commissioner of 
the Cossyah and Jyiitccah Hills,—(No. 2, dated Jowai, the 4th dime 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my letter No. 1 of this day's date, I have the 
honor to report, for your information, the successful issue of the Expe¬ 
dition of Lieutenant Walcott therein mentioned. 

2. I have just received a note from that Officer, from which it appears 
that he has effected the rescue of the men detained by the Rebels, and 
has also secured a quantity ofdhan, two Jowai Rebels, and three women 
of Jalong. 

3. The number of insurgents he estimates at 100, bclougiiig to 
Munsow, Jalong, and Jowai. lie states that they intended proceeding 
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to-morroM', via Nunoye, to Padoo, Pompadong, and Nongtalong, but 
tliey liavc now been considerably dispersed. 

4. As I propose going myself to Nunoyc to-morrow, I was anxious 
to make this Report ready at once. Should anything of importance 
occm* before my departure I >vill add a postseript. I wdl, during the 
march, carefully examine the sites where bridges may be needed, and 
search for timber fit for their construction. 

5. I think the total number of Coolies required will be twenty for 
the Guards at Ratao, Nunoyc, and Noiigtalong, and 160 for the supply 
of the general Depot at this place. On what terms these men can be 
procured I am unable to state until I shall have conferred with the 
people of Nunoye, and Sathpathcr, and Lukadey Ilaquas. «■ Imme¬ 
diately on my return to this place I shidl do ^lyself the honor of sub¬ 
mitting a detailed Report to you on this point. 

P. -S.—1 think I have made a satisfactory arrangement about the 
stockade site. I find there is on the Hill a small mound containing 
bones, about twelve feet by fifteen and three feet high. If this be 
enclosed with a j)aling and protected from violation, and a compensation 
out of the confiscated land given for the Hill, it will be willingly sur¬ 
rendered. This mound has nothing objectionable in a sanitary point of 
view, and will not interfere with the Avork. 

I am just about to start for Nunoye, and on ray return will cndcaA or 
to ascertain and survey the Rebel lands which tire in detached parcels. 


From T. Smith, Esq., Assistant to llie Commissioner, Cossyah and .Tyntccah Hills, 
to Captain B. W. 1). JIokti'N, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and .Tyntceali 
Hills,—(No. 4, dated Jowai, the 9th Juno 1802.) 

Sib, 

1 HAVE the honor to report my arrival this day from Nunoyc 
Poonjee, whither I had proceeded on the 7th by desire of Brigadier- 
General ShoAvers, c. B., Commissioner, to take measures for the levy and 
organization of a Coolie Corps. 

2. I had sent messengers a day or two in advance to desire the 
Sirdars of Sathpathor, &c., to meet me in a general Durbar at Nunoyc. 
On my arrival, however, I found, in addition to the Dolloyc of Nunoyc, 
only the representatiA^ of Sathpathor present. 
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3. I endeavored to explain to those present the object for whicli I 
had come, and left it to their choice to select one of three inodes of 
payment, viz., so much per maund delivered^ in Jowai, so much per 
working day, or so much per month, giving them to understand that 
the remuneration would he equal whichever system of payment they 
chose. Without a moment's hesitation they accepted the last alter¬ 
native, and I thereupon entered into a discussion as to the rate of 
payment. 

4. They hesitated at first to fix a sum, but I clearly perceived that 
they would not willingly accept the very arduous service in question 
without some slight advance on the current rate in peaceable times, viz., 
four annas per working day, and two annas for return journey. This 
would amount to Ilupcc^6-4 per mensem or nearly; and, taking all 
circumstances of the case into consideration, I thought it expedient to 
offer tlie liberal scale of Rupees 7 per mensem ; having done which I 
dismissed them to hold a \illage Durbar. 

5. As I may perhaps be censured for iiromising, on behalf of Govern¬ 
ment, a sum exceeding the ordinary market rates, I trust you will 
excuse me for entering into an anticipatory defence of my proceedings. 

I have had some knowledge of the rates of wages in this and in the 
adjacent District of Sylhet. In tbe Bazar of the latter Station Coolies, 
whose work is child's play compared to that which the Coolie Corps will 
have to undergo, receive 4 to 5 annas per diem. Harvest laborers in 
the same District ol)tain from 4 to 5 annas per diem beside their food. 
The Coolies who take the Potatoe crops of these Hills down to the 
river ports of shipment obtain an average wage of 4 to 6 annas 
per diem. 

6. Now, in the present service, not only is there excessive fatigue, 
to be supported only by men well nourished and clothed, but there is 
also a certain amount of danger to life, cither from lurking parties of the 
Rebels, or the rapidity and depth of the streams which have to be 
passed. I thought it, therefore, wiser, and really more economical, 
to abandon the make-shift system, or no-system, which has hitherto 
prevailed, and at once frankly to offer such a remuneration as w'ould 
command really voluntary service. 

7. At the request of the villagers I halted at Nunoyc during the 
Sth to enable a regular Durbar to be held. On the morning of to-day, 
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tlie Sathpatlior Sirdar promised me sixty Coolies on my terms, and 
the Nunoye village engaged for fifty. I shall require in all about 160, 
and I have no doubt but that, when my terms are known, the remain¬ 
der will come forward from Nongtalong and elsewhere. 

8. The great objection to the service was, I found, the apprehen¬ 
sion of ^being taken to accompany Columns beyond Jowai. Now, 
the supply of russud to Jowai is of vital importance; the movement of 
Troops in the interior of much less consequence. I therefore, on behalf 
of Government, gave a pledge that the enrolled Coolies should on no 
account be taken beyond Jou'ai. 

9. I was careful to explain the system of payment which would be 
adopted. It is this, every Coolie will be furnished by me with a ticket 
bearing his number, name, and village. A book will be kept here with 
corresponding entries, and every Coolie, on -deposit of his load here, 
will have a mark aflSxcd to his name indicating ordinarily four days^ 
work. When he has been credited with thirty days^, work he will 
receive his pay for a month. 

10. There is a less important matter, but still one deserving of 
mention. At first, for the purpose of saving trouble in recognizing 
the enrolled Coolies, I proposed that each should wear round his arm 
a strip of brightly colored calico. This idea Avas highly appreciated 
by the Cossyalis, knowing, as they did, that this, together with the 
production of their ticket, would save them from impressment by any 
one, or for any purpose other than that for which they are to be 
entertained. I would therefore solicit your permission to send to Sylhet 
for a sufficient quantity of material for these badges. 

11. I entertain confident hopes that, by the adoption of the system 
I have the honor to propose, avc may be henceforward saved from the 
disgraceful condition of half rations for the Sepoy, and imprcssraciit 
for the Coolies. I cannot, of course, pledge myself to the success of 
the measure, but you may rest assured that I will exert myself to the 
utmost to ensure its efficiency. 

12. In conclusion it has been suggested to me that the Commis¬ 
sariat Department may exi)ericncc a difficulty in adjusting their accounts 
when Coolies arc paid by monthly wages. If the Department in ques¬ 
tion can by itself arrang(‘ for the carriage' of supplies it is needless for 
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me to say that the Civil Authorities will only he too happy to mal^e 
over that very troublesome business; but if the latter are expected to 
make the necessary aiTaugements, 1 trust that no mere matter of form 
will be allowed to interfere with their free action. 

13. Certain matters, exclusive of this arrangement for transport, 
came to my notice at Nunoyc, but I propose to submit these for your 
consideration on a future opportunity. I have now only to add that 
if the Coolie ('orps is to be efficient for its puifbse the following re¬ 
gulations should be strictly observed :— 

1st .—That no mess of private Officer be permitted to make use of 
the Coolie Corps for stores or baggage appertaining to the same on the 
upward jeurney. 

'‘^nd .—That no Coolie enrolled be, on any pretext whatever, witli- 
drawm from the line between Jowai and Jynteeah, or employed in any 
public or private work other than the conveyance of rations between 
those places. 

^rd. That Messes or Officers be pennitted to send return loads 
to Jynteeah by the Coolie Corps on payment of eight annas per 
load of thirty seers, onc-haJf to be credited to Government, and Hie 
rest to be a gratuity for the Coolie employed. 

4<th .—That all Civil and Military Officers in this and the adjacent 
Distrets be informed of the regulations in question and requested to 
conform tiiereto. 

Trusting the above arrangements and regulations may meet your 
approval. _ 

From J. D. Gobdon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to Ebigadieb-General St. G. D. Snowsas, c. n., Comnnmrling Prosvidency 
Division,—(No. dated on boaid the Lieutenant-Governor’s Yacht Bholas, 

the 31st July 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed to acknoAvlcdge the receipt of your letter 
No. 295A., dated tbe 5th instant, submitting your remarks on the 
present state of affairs in the Jynteeah Hills. 41 

2. In reply I am desired to state that the Lieutenant-Governor 
shares your regret at the withdrawal of the Detachments from Barato, 
Ralliong, and Satongah, and at the circumstances which rcndere<> the 
measure necessary. 


26 
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3. His Honor a^’ces with you in thinking that it is not now 
necessary for you to return to the Hills; but he requests that you will 
have the goodness to give Colonel Richardson any fiirther instructions 
that you may consider to be necessary for his guidance on the present 
state of alFairs. 

4. A copy of a letter this day addressed to the Commissioner of 
Assam is forwarded for your information. 

No. 20J. 

Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of Assam for information. 

From CAPT\tN IJ. W. D. Moktox, Deputy Commissioner in charge of {lie Cossyah 
ami J^'iitoeah Hills, to tlie Secretciry to tlie Government of Bengal,—(dated the 
24th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

• I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

No. 2 IT., dated 6th instant, replying to my letter of the 19th ultimo, 
reporting present state of Jynteeah HiUsaiid forwarding certain instiuc- 
tiong for my guidance. 

2. With reference to the Cth paragraph of your letter under reply, I 
have the honor-to state that, previous to the receipt of your instructions, 
I had directed Mr. J. B. Shadwollto intimate to certain persons who, ho 
reported, were willing to communicate with the Rebels the tenns on 
which submission w'^ould be accepted. Those were— 

1st .—Guarantee of life to all who had not^been engaged in cold¬ 
blooded minder, with exception of Ookiang and Mullion, the notorious 
leaders of the rebellion, who had probably directed the commission of 
the murders alluded to. 

2wfZ.—^That the lives even of those two men would not bo necessarily 
forfeited. 

3ni.—Free pardon to the mass of Rebels who had not been engaged 
§in cold-blooded murder. I explained that the expression cold-blooded 
murder” did not include the deaths of Sepoys killed in fair fight. 

3. Besides writing to Mr. Shadwell, I have lost no opportunity my¬ 
self fif giving publicity to the above terms, and my Assistant, Lieutenant 
Andrew, has been equally corefid to try and bring in the Rebels. 
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4. I hope I may prove an indifTerent prophet, at the same time T 
should not be doing my duty were I to conceal my belief that tho Eebols 
will not give in before tho end of October, and then only if the severe 
measures recommended in the 2nd paragraph of my letter, dated the 27th 
ultimo, to your address, are at least threatened. How far 1 am justified 
in my belief the enclosed copy of a letter from Lieutenant Andrew, of 
date 24th July, may shew. 

5. For the information of Government I beg to enclose a copy of 
my reply to Lieutenant Andrew. I have written to tho Commissioner 
of Assam requesting him to issue such orders as may appear advisable 
with reference to the closing of the Nowgong Hats. 

6. i take this opportunity of biinging to the notice of Government 
that we are hard pressed for Officers. At this present moment the only 
effective Officers at Jowai aro those Commanding the 44th and 33rd 
Native Infantry. Wo much want an Officer for the post of Nongjoon- 
gee, as also one or two at Jowai, to relieve any who may fall sick at the 
out-posts. 

7. As directed I have sent copies of these letters to the Commis¬ 
sioner of Assam. a 


Prom Lieutenant A. Andrew, A.'isi.stfliit Commissioner, Cossyali and Jyiitecah Hills, 
to Captain B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioiiei-,—(dated tlic 24tli July 
1862.) 

SiB, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for your information, that I yester¬ 
day afternoon received your letter of the 19th instant, relating to the 
closing of Bazars on the Jynteeah side of the Hills and in the territory 
of the Nongkreera Rajah. On the subject, I would venture to suggest 
that if you could, by any possible means, stop the Rebels from procur¬ 
ing articles of food, &c., from the Nowgong Frontier it would considdlf- 
ably assist in shortening their supplies, as I am of opinion they obtain 
more from that quarter than any other. 
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2. I yesterday moruing, at about 9-30 a. m., left ShilHong Muntang 
to return to my Head-Quarters viu Nongjoongee. Lieutenant Campbell 
accompanied me about one-third of the way to Nongjoongee with twenty 
of liis men. As he was on the point of returning, about eighty Rebels 


* Thore is no Thaklianying Dis¬ 
trict. Thnkhnnyiug beloiit!» to tbo 
lllttqua of Nongooougce. 

B. W, D, M. 

J). C . 


well armed hove in sight mi ihdr jprivate 
road leading from Munsow via the Thakha- 
nying District* to Barato. They were not 
witliin a mile of us, so that the idea of endea¬ 


voring to catch them was out of the question. Lieutenant Campbell, on 
seeing their numbers, requested me, or ratbcr said, he thought it would 
bo advisable not to send less than thirty muskets with russud in future. 


1 accordingly, on arrival at Nongjoongee, gave the Subadar orders to 
that effect. On this matter*! have .vritten to Colonel Richardson, and, 


of course, will withdi-aw the order in question should he think it 


advisable. 


^ 8. After leaving Lieutenant Campbell my road was literally covered 
by herds of Rebels, all armed. One body of them, who stood still 
appai’ently undecided as to whether it would be better to come and try 
or n^ could not have numbered less than from 150 to 200 men. Until 
within two miles of Nongjoongee fresh bodies continually kept appear¬ 
ing, and I consider I am rather under the mark than over in estimating 
them at from three to four hundred. It may seem strange that such a 
large body of men should have allowed me to proceed unmolested, a 
thing I never in the slightest degree anticipated ; but there was only one 
place on the road between me and Nongjoongee where position would 
have favored them, and had they moved to take that up, I could, by 
inclining a little to the left, have compelled them to come to open ground 
if they wished to fight. They, however, seemed, as far the larger bodies 
of men were concerned, to be contented with looking at me, only small 
parties of fives and sixes following me up evidently with the intention of 
finding out what I was after. Rain fell heavily before I reached Nong¬ 
joongee, and, as I saw that such would be the case from the first, I 
thought it most advisable to pursue my road and not follow them up. I 
had twenty-five muskets with me; they would all have been at my dis¬ 
posal, as I ordered those with the prisoner to shoot him immediately in 
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♦ f. A, the Nongjoongee DoUoyo 
and Pathors of Thidchaiiyiiig. 

B. W. B. M. 

B. C. 


case the Eebels tried coming to close quarters. The greater part of the 
armed men that. I saw were in Thakhanying District, yet the Heads of 

the same* declare they never see such people 
as Rebel# My own opinion is that the 
Dolloye and Headmen of Nongjoongee, as 
well as of Thakhanying and the other vil¬ 
lages in that District (Nongjoongee), are one and all active aiders and 
abettors of the Rebels, supplying them with information as to the 
despatch of G-uards, &c. While on this subject I cannot refrain from 
observing that the conduct of Oosen Dolloye, of Shilliong Muntang, has 
been most creditable throughout. He has had his house burnt by the 
Rebels amd suffered considerable loss, for which I trust you will see that 
he receives ample compensation. He has on more than one occasion 

given valuable and timely information, and is, I believe, honest in his 
professions. 

4. On arrival at Nurteng, at about 3 p. m. yesterday, I learnt from 
the Sujjjiadar left in charge of the Detachment that yesterday some two 
or three hundred Rebels were visible on the tops of the surrounding 
Hills, and that the Dolloye informed hii#they would bum his Poqpjee. 
At this time owing to my being away with the Russud Guard, and to 
the fact of a Guard of the Detachment being on escort duty to Jowai, 
there were onJy twenty-five muskets available. The Subadar took four¬ 
teen of these and went to that part of the village to which the Dolloye 
said a portion of the Rebels had gone for the purpose of burning it. 
Such was the case, but the Rebels, after exchanging a shot or two, 
again betook themselves to the heights. The remaining eleven muskets 
with the Police remained to protect the camp. 'J'his arrangement, carried 
out with promptitude, probably saved a portion of the village. The 
name of the Subadar is Chowkan; that of the Jemadar Mona Sing. 

6. From the above, I think, two facts are deducible, viz., that as 
from the nature of my duties it ft absolutely necessary for me to be 
absent from Head-Quarters sometimes for five or six days, it is almost 
necessary that a European Officer should be stationed here in charge of 
^ the Detachment. Men work better under one than under Native Com¬ 
missioned Officers, however energetic the latter may be, and from 
the large bodies of Rebels now moving about, the necessity is, I fancy, 
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greater tlian ever. The second fact to which I refer is the strengthen¬ 
ing of tills Guard. At Shilliong Muntang there are never less than 
eiglity muskets or thereabout; at Nongjoongee never less than fifty ; 
at Munsow, now it has been strengthened, I fancy there will never be 
less than eighty, and yet here, where Troops can be fed as easily, if not 
easier than at any other Station in the Hills, the Guard is sometimes 
reduced to twenty-five men.* They cannot reckon on the Eussud Guard, 

as it is perpetually on the move, and while 
is*ei^ty^tron^^ howcver much I might wish to go 

out, I could hai-dly do so. The Detachment, 
taking in the sick, numbers forty Sepoys, and twelve of those are often 
at Jowai. „ 

6. I would also, under all circumstances, urgently request that I may 

be vested with discrctionaiy power to bum villages in the District of 
Nurteng and Nongjoongee, in wliicli either the Dolloyes themselves 
admit that Eebels live, or which may otherwise be proved to bo in the 
habit of aiding and abetting the Eebels. ^ 

7. I would further request that Soorkee Darogah may be sent back 
with this Guard, as I have no^ood interpreter, and I find him in a great 
many positions of service to me. 


From Captain R. W. D. 3Iorton, Deputy Commissioner, Jowai Poonjeo, to 
Lieutenant A. Akorkw, Assistant Commissioner, Nurteng,—(dated the 24tli 
July 1862.) 

SiK, 

I HAVE the hcaaor to acknowledge receipt of your three letters, 
of the 23rd and 24th instant, copies of 
which I shaU forward direct to GoTcmment. 

appears to me from the Koports I 
have received fi’om Captain Eobinson, Com¬ 
manding at Nongtalong (and I am confirmed in my opinion by persons 
at Jowai), that the Eebels on the other side of^the Muntang have been 
increased in number owing to those in the Nongtalong direction having^ 
been hunted out of their resting place by Captain Eobinson. As he will 
shortly cross the Mungot in chase of some men who have taken up their 
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quarters in the Khyrim Illaqua, it is probable that still greater numBers 
will assemble across the Muntang. ifeink you will find that the whole 
body will eventually move off to Nongfloot. I believe this change of 
position on the part of the Rebels will prove fatal to their cause. 

3. Your description of the double part the friendly villagers of Nong- 
joongee, Shilliong Muntang, &c., are playing is quite in keeping with 
our former experience. I am not prepared, however, to authorize the 
burning of every village in which Rebels take up their quarters, unless 
they take advantage of their position to harass Detachments, At the 
same time I am clearly of opinion that steps should be taken to prevent 
tho Rebels fi-om occupying any village from which it is possible to eject 
them. JVith this view I authorized you to call upon t^e inhabitants of 
any such village to place thems^ves and property under the protection 
of tho Guards and to unroof their houses. This will effectually prevent 
tho Rebels from taking up their quarters in the village, and will not 
expose the inhabitants to any very groat hardship, as they can easily rijn 
up temporary houses under tho protection of tho Guai’ds and return to 
their houses on the restoration of order. 

4. With regard to Shilliong ^Nfuntang, I beg you will request Lieute¬ 
nant Campbell to dJ^roy any houses whicli interfere with the safety of 
liis position. I shall present the Dolloye with a sum of money and 
request him to build a stockade round his village should Lieutenant 
Campbell think such advisable. 

5. Lieutenant Udiiy with twenty men will strengthen you at 
Nurtong. I hope you will continue on the move, as it is highly im¬ 
portant to give the Rebels no rest. This increase to your Force will 
enable you to hunt up tho jungle residences of tho Rebels. • 

6. I shall write to the Commissioner of Assam, suggesting to him 
the advisability of shutting up the Hats on tho Nowgong PVontier and 
stationing Troops and Police thero with a view of preventing supplies 
being sent to the Rebels. I much regret I cannot send you Soorkee. 
Ilis services are much required at Nongtalong at present, wliither I 
have sent him. I shall write to-morrow to Mr. Shadwell to send Rujun 
Sing Jemadar and eight Police to Pourriang; these will arrive at Pour- 
riang this day week (Thursday, the 31st of July). The Jemadar will be 
under your orders. I hope you will be able to keep a body of Police at 
XWriang to prevent ingi’oss or egress from the Khyrim Tenitoiy. 
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FroObJ. D. Gordon, Esq., Qfficiatjng J^or Sscr^lary to the Ooverament of Bengal, 
to Captain B. W. D. Morton, Bipnty Commissioner in charge of Cossyah 
and Jynteeah Hills,—(No. S52T., dated on bQsrd the Lietttenant-Govemor’s 
Yacht Shotas, the 30th Angnst 1862.) 

Sib, 

With reference to the 6th paragraph of your letter of the 24th 
ultimo, I am directed to inform you that the Government of India, in 
the Military Department, has been requested to send four European 
OflSicers of experience to do duty with the 44th Native Infantry. 

2. You have already received, through the Commissioner of Assam, 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s instructions of the 31st ultimo, and I am 
again to impress upon you that, without relaxing in any degree such 
Military operations against the Rebels^as may be practicable at this 
season, you must refrain altogether from burning villages and otheimise 
indiscriminately harassing the people, and desire the Officer Command¬ 
ing the Troops in the District to observe the same coutse, unless it be 
absolutely necessaiy, for immediate Military purposes, to act otherwise. 

3. You have been desired to offer a free pardon to all Rebels, with¬ 
out exception, who submit themselves voluntarily. These instructions 
must be scrupulously observed. The Chiefs are nq|| likely to come in 
unless they are assured that they will be pardoned and will not be asked 
to make excuses for their past conduct. 

4. The Lieutenant-Governor will not on any account sanction the 
measures of severity proposed in your letter of the 27th June last. 

5. A copy of this letter has been sent to the Commissioner of 
Assam for information. 


No. 353T. 

Copy of this letter forwarded for the information of the Officiating 
Commissioner of Assam. 


No. 354T. 


Copy forwarded to the Government of India, Home Department. 
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Memorandum from C. T. Buckx.aAo, Bs^, CommissjoBetr of the Dacca Biviaim,"- 

(dat;Cd^tlm27t}iJ%1862.) 

Copy submitted for the iofcumatkin of the Lieutenaat-Goremor of 
Bengal. 


From R. H. C. Tatlbb, Esa., Magistrate S^Uiet, to the Commissioner of the 
Dacca Division,—(No. 680, dated the 22nd July 1$63.) 

SlE, 

I HAVE the honor to fonYord, herewith, for your information, a 
translation of a Refport from the Darogah of Thannah Jynteeahpore 
regarding an attack made by the Rebel Cossyahs on the night of the 
18th Jal^ in Sathpather Poonjee. 1 have reported the matter to Colonel 
Richardson, as the occurrence took place beyond the limits of my 
District. 


Tr a.nHla t.inn of a Report from the Darogah of Tluiunah Jyntceah,—(dated the • 

19th July 1862.) 

To-day a Cossyah, by name Shoona Dolloye, inhabitant of Sath¬ 
pather Poonjee, in th® jurisdiction of Chorra, came to this Thannah and 
htated that last night, at about four or six dundos, nearly 1(X) Rebel 
Cossyahs armed with muskets, &c., attacked his Poonjee and first 
demanded from him and others Rupees 100, calling for the Sirdar 
of the Poonjee from which Coolies were supplied to Government. They 
tlmoatened to commit outrages on the inhabitants, on which the infor¬ 
mant and others went, with thoir wives and children, into the jungles 
and thus saved thoir lives. That the Rebels plundered Rice, Salt, &c., 
from the houses of other Cossyahs of the Poonjee and then proceeded 
towards Hamchimg Poonjee, taking a northerly direction. That htj 
does not know any thing as to the movements of other Rebel Cossyahs. 
He moreover stated that there is no certainty fc^ wliai may happen in 
future and wants a stockade in his Poonjee. All these statements were 
made before the Subadar, Kashiram Alee, of the L. Battalion. As the 
spot in question is in the jurisdiction of Cherra Poonjee and two pohm-s 
istance from the Thannah, I have informed the Commanding Officer 
aud the Subadar, directing the informant and the Police to watch the 
movements of the Rebels. 


27 



F^mC. T. BucKxAiftff tb<[PacGi> Division, to the Jtcaioi> 

Socretwy, with the IientC!aaiiit*^yffliio^>ofl 211, 

■ ^ dated the 14th Angnet.lBBi^ ”y- ;■, '. . '. 

' 1 HAVE the to far the mtomatlon of the 

' ' Xiieutonairt-GoveniOT, popy; of the letters 

. , ootei oo ttiema^ firan the Magistrate 

, ,. of Sylhet ; 

2.' It appears . that >the Cossyahs are ■ coding .out iu Pergunnah 
Jyuteeahj in Sylhet, and their chief object is to supply themselves with 
food. < . ; . 

^ '• 3, I recommended the Magistrate of Sylhet to make some demon¬ 
stration agaiimt; the . Rebels if possible; hut the P^e at Sylhet is 
scarcely suffieibnt for such a purpose^ there being only about seventy- 
hvemtmof ^ePast India Regiment and ^ut 150 men . (of whom 
^many are sick) of the 33rd Native Infentry, and all of Ihese are under 
■the orders of General Sho'SFers, who has doubtless issued his own'orders 
on hearing of these movements of Ihe Rebels, 


From 8. H. C. Tatlee, Esq., Magistra tc of Sylhet, to the Commiasionev of the 
Dacca Division,—(No. 711, dated the 28Ui July 1862.) 

Sib, 

In forwarding the accompanying translation of a Report from 
the Naib Darogah of Pharee Gowineghat, I have the honor to state 
that I have received another Report to-day, dated the 27th July, from 
the same Officer, stating that he has received infOTmation from one Lall 
Mahomed, inhabitant of Pergunnah Zuffioug,. Mouzah OhoRakhel, that 
his Ryots of Moiizah ftmeh Haotee went and told him that on the 
26th July, at about midnight, some fifty or sixty Rebel Cossyahs 
armed with arrows, kuttras, and muskets attacked their village, seized 
some of them, and wanted provisions, &c. On their refusing to comr 
ply with the demand they were detained until they promised to give 
nissud. After this the Villagers concealed themselves with their fami¬ 
lies in the jungles. The Rebels appear to have threatened 'them with 
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ttnoiiier attack oa t^blesd 

There being cttl/a fis«f IJowiJMSghalf the Nii0».!Daj»^ hi- 

formed the Jynteeah Quard ol the matter. 


Translation of a BOport of the Mohorir Naib Dar<^;ah of Bharee Qoiqdnegha^^ 
' (dated the 126tli Jniy 186.2.) 

DHuanM NAkAUf Dan, the Haib Darogah, statesj that (m the ^th 

H,te BnW. mu... ' r •* ““ P'*®' *'‘® P®f 

hheiku Patian iBons tiflancd itt. the ibaTgiii went to hia 

Bikaram Uliowkeedw- , . » , < . .t ^ xt 

bhoikh QooUL Pharee and mformod him that on tee pre^ 

Kabil Maliomed. _ . . a 

t cedix^ day at one pahiir bedaxe annset^ 

three Rebel Oossyahs armed with arrows^ knttras, and muskets xrent ttf 
Zufflong Cherra (situated within the jurisdiction of the said Pharee) to 
a place where Hydm BukSh has a Factory of lime>8toneB, and told Mm 
(Hyder Bukah) to supply them with provisions, on which he, undiar 
pretence of procuring nissud&om Syfibet, left the place. Subsequently, 
some ten or twelve armed Cossyahs went to Mouzah Assampara, in 
Pergunnah Jufflong, and took thmn, the said Sheikh Pattan, Sheikh 
Goolall, and Bikaram Ohowkeedar and also Dowlut Manjee and other 
fifteen or sixteen men of Mouzah Bawoorbagh, as far as Buttong 
Cherra, situated near the Hills, and told the inhabitants to procure food 
for the Cossyahs, as also money m cash, threatening them at the same 
time that in case of their not complying they (Cossyalis) would set fire 
to their YiUages. Tlie Villagers said they would give provisions after 
fifteen days, and under this excuse effected their escape; they have 
also seen twenty or twenty-five armed Rebels near the above Cherra, who 
told thorn that there were 500 Cossyahs who encamped themselves at 
Chotoo Baroee Poonjcc. Mahomed Kabil informed the Naib Darogah 
that he went on the said date to Dawookoe 6hat> in Zuf9.ong, to pur¬ 
chase betel, and there he saw 200 Cossyahs aimed with arrows, kuttras, 
and muskets* 

Tne Naib Darogah ftirther states that Pergunnah Zufflong is situat¬ 
ed close to the Hills and it is likely that the Cossyahs will attack it, 
he has therefore reported the matter for necessary orders. There are 
one Havildax, oneNaick, and twelve Sepoys at Gowineghat, and they 
have been informed of what is said to have taken place. 



Memorandom from S; li'C. TATz.Ea, Bsa., Magistrate of Sylhet,—(No. 724, dated 

* V'the 80th July 1802.) - 

Foewaeded to the. Qcmiifiissioiiesr of Circuit for Ms infoima^on. 

Translatiou of a Report from the Darogah of Thannah. Jyntee^poor,—(dated the 

26th July 1862.) 

The Subadar of the Guard stationed here informed me this morn¬ 
ing that he has learnt from a letter, dated Slst July, addressed to him 
by Eamshah Sing, Havildar of the Local Battalion, that the Rebel 
Cossyahs have come to Dowkey Bazar, near Pharce Gowineg^t ; that 
one hundred men are assembled at Darang Poonjee, the same^ number 
at Battang Cherra Poonjee, and fifty at Nagaree Poonjee. *toie said 
Havildar also stated that he had seen rice and dried fish to the amount 
of about 2,000 maunds were stored at Lukut Bazar, that on his re- 
, presenting the matter to the Kajah of Lukut, the Rajah rejdied that he 
knew nothing about it. 


'Memorandum from S. 11. C. 1 'ayi.ke, Es^., Magistrate of SyUiet,—(No. 725, dated 
, the 30th July 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Commissioner of Circuit, Dacca Division, for 
information. 

Translation of Report from tlie Darogah of Thannab Jynteeahpore,—(dated the 

26th July 1862.) 

1 AM engaged in cajrrying out your orders conveyed by a Perwannah, 
dated the 25th July, directing me to prevent persons entering tlie 
Jyiiteeah and Cossyali Hills by any other routes than Jynteeahpore, 

Jt is well known ihat there are two roads, one from this via BrngliAt, 
and another via Seereepore, to the Hills. Numbers of the Cossyahs 
come down by these and take away provisions in abundance, stating 
that tlicy are friendly to Government.. 

That Captain IFttWrc/jf, (?) Commanding Officer of the 33rd Regiment 
stationed at BurghSt, and Captain Robinson, of the 28th, stationed, at 
Seereepore object to any measures being taken to prevent the progress 
of the Hill men by the two roads stated above. Moreover, I beg, to 
add that the Guards under the above gentlemen generally cany pro¬ 
visions by these roads. An order on this point is therefore r^uested. 



> ^ ^ ' V * 

‘ < . * *-■ " V. ' ' ' 

Frtan D. GoEboif, Eaa^ Officiating Junior-Seoretaty to flie OOvi^meiitt of Bengal/, 
to tfee C(mini88ionjBr of the Dacca Divia^-—(So. 391T., (late'd on hoard tlier 
Di^teMnt-Oo7;enw)r’s Yacht the^ 1st September 1862.) ,, ' 

SiRi 

/1 AM directed to acknowledge tke receipt of yotir letter 
No. 211, dated the 14th ultimo, with enclosures, regarding the appeoff- 
ance, in Pergunnah Jynteoah, in Sylhet, of a body of Cossyahs. 

2. In reply I am desired to say that information of occurrences such 
as those reported should always be communicated by the Magistrate to 
the Deputy Commissioner in charge of the Cossyah Hflls. 

3. matter does not, in the present instance, seem to be of.impor-^ 
tance, d4to require that any of the Troops at Sylhet should teM?c]a,ih Ihe 
direction of Jynteeahpare; but if any part of the District of Sylhet needs 
Military protection, it is the duty of the Magistrate to call on the Officers 
Commanding the Troops there for such assistance as may be necessary 
(according to the orders in force for the requisition df Troops by L(x»l 
Civil Authorities), but the responsibility of acting then rests with' the 
Commanding Officers. 

4. That the Troops at SyDiot are under the orders of the Oeneral 
Commanding the Presidency Division is no reason why the Local Civil 
Officer should not call upon the Officers Commanding those Troops for 
assistance if it be really needed. 


From Majo* J. C. IIaughton, Officiating Commisrfionor and Agent, Governor Gcnerai^ 
North-East Frontier, to the Jimior Secretar}- to the, Government of Bengal,— 
(No. 31C., dated the 14th August 186*2.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor tO submit, herewith, copy of a Repoi’t from 
Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner of tho Cossyali and Jynteeali 
Hills, for the information of the Ilon^blc the Lieutenant-Governor. 1 
propose to submit my observations thereon hereafter, at present it appears 
to me that new arrangements would he premature. Captain Mortou 
has been fully informed as to the policy he is to adopt towards.^the Hill 
Tribes in lebellion. ' 
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Captain li. W. D. AIoutow, Depaty Commissioner ia chaise of the Cdssy ati Ml 
Jyntoeali Ifills, to Major Agnew, Judicial Commissioner in charge of the 
Comuiishioiior’s OlBcp in Assam, Gowhatty,—(dated tlie 9th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

1 HATE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 15, dated the 36th ultimo, forwarding Mr. Secretary Eden^s 
letter No. 1179 of the 14th idem^ on the subject of the instructions 
given by General Showers, c. ii., to me. Your communication was 
delayed on the road and reached me only the day before yesterday. 

2. In compliance with the intimation conveyed in the Bth paragraph 
of Mr. Eden’s letter, I take the earliest opportunity of submitting a 
lleiiort as to the future' settlement of this District, and th^ system 
upon which its aftairs ih all Departments, Judicial, Revenue, and 
Police, should hereafter he administered.” On the complete restora¬ 
tion of order I may have to suggest a few extra details. My opinion 
on the general system which ought to be adopted^ formed after a 
studious perusal of the Reports by Messrs. Mills and Allen, and after 
careful enquiry amongst both Europeans and Natives, will not, I think, 
be altered. 

3. ' I wish, in the first place, to offer a few romarks'on the causes 
which led to an almost general revolt in a District containing betAveen 
40,000 and 50,000 inhabitants. In doing so, I must advert briefly to 
the liistory of that tract of country. 

4. Tlic District knoAvn as the Jyntceali Hills, which lies to tlie oast of 
the Cossyah llills (Proper), was ceded by the late Rajah of Jyntecahporc 
to the Pritish Goveniment in the year 1835. The Rajah had in-cvious- 
ly hut little communication with his Hill subjects. He annually 
received, as a token of supremacy, a he-goat from each village and the 
services of a few men for the cultivation of his Rajlands. The Hill 
villages, thus left to tlicmsclves, were independent in all hut name, and 
the result was that the democratic spirit, characteristic in a measure 
of the Khassia race in general, was rendered still more prevalent amongst 
tlie inliahitants of the Jyntccah range. 

5. On these llills first becoming British Territory, the only alter¬ 
ation made in the position of the inhabitants appears to have been 
the relinquishment of the cultivation of the Rajlands, which Avere 
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accordingly taken possession of by the Dolloyes, or Chiefs of Villages 
(vide Alienas Report, liaragraph 271.) 

This circunivstance, of conrsc, tended to foster the independent spirit 
to which I have already referred, as the services of a certain number of 
Hill men were no longer insisted on as heretofore. In the year 1850 
a slight alteration was made in the appointment of Dolloyes. Still elect¬ 
ed by their people, these Chiefs were appointed for three years instead 
of one. 

From the year 1841 to the close of the rebellion of 1800, the Dol¬ 
loyes had the power of deciding Civil suits to the value of Rupees 50, 
and petty Criminal suits in which their relatives, dciJcndants, and other 
Chiefs Wire not concerned. After thp suppression of the rcbodlion of 
1860, these Dolloyes were, I believe, invested with higher powers. My 
Office being at Cherra, and the direct Duk route not being available, 
I am unable to furnish details of the powers at present held by them. 

6. Of the character of these Chiefs and the chance which thp 
Jyntceah Ryots had of obtaining justice at their hands, the following 
terse observations by Mr. Allen ar-e admirably illustrative:— 

Alienas Report, paragraph 24(5.—With reference to the triennial 
election.—No doubt this was an improvement on the former pracincc. 
The Dolloyes are bad enough now, but they were decidedly worse 
under the former regime;^’ PuKigraphs 253 and 255.—In speaking 
of the administration of justice.—“ The first step towards a reform in 
the administration of public affairs in the fifteen Dolloycships ought, 
1 think, to be to abolish at once the office of Path or, and to strictly 
prohibit any interference on the part of the Langdeos in Judicial 
matters ; there should be no vicarious agency. All the duties of each 
Dolloyoship should be discharged by the Dolloyc in person. The groat 
curse of the present system is, that there arc so many expensive, 
corrupt, fruitless, and unuec(;ssary investigations and decisioiis even in 
the smallest matters. In the Mofussil, in each Ill.'wpia, there ought 
to be only one authority and one decision; what is done there should 
be done by one Dolloyc and one Durbar; then, at all events, whatever 
may be the result, whtjthcr the aggrieved finds justice or meets with 
additional wrong, there will be only one Dolloyc to propitiate and 
one Durbar to bribe ; there will be no waste of time, no mockery of 
justice before a greedy Deputy and a grasping Village Priest.” 
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Of the Dolloyes themselves, whom, in mitigation of existing evils, 
he would still retain, Mr. Allen writes:—" It is to me quite a mystery 
how some of the Dolloyes and Sirdars who visited me are able to 
transact the commonest village duties at all.” 

7. Since the deputation of Mr. Mills in 1853 Government had 
seriously entertained the proposal to lay a moderate tax upon their 

Jyfitceah subjects. This proposal was aiip- 

* ADen’a Report, paragraph 267. ported by Mr. Allen, who recommended 

the imposition of a House Tax.* 

8. A House Tax was, in the year 1860, accordingly imposed. 
Within a few months a rebellion broke out in the Hills. The Regi¬ 
ment, under the command of- Colonel Richardson, at that time wa'S 
fortunately 1,200 Strong. The rebellion was ostensibly crushed in the 
course of a couple of months and the Rebel Leaders seized. Unfor¬ 
tunately these men were, for the most part, fined in small sums instead 
of being hung. 

9. Subsequent events luive abundantly shown that the Rebel Chiefs 
(influential men so constituted, in many instance, after the breaking out 
of the rebellion) foiled in 18(50, only bided their time. They had not 
to wait long. The Income Tax was imposed in the early part of 1861, 
and taking advantage of it, and tlic many rumours which were rife 
in Assam and the Hills themselves regarding the License Tax, mid those 
on Tobacco, Fruit Trees, &c., &c., these Chiefs had little difficulty in 
persuading their too credulous followers, that the (lovenimeut was bent 
on oppressing them. The rapid concentration of Troops in 1860 and 
the consequent discomfiture of the Rebels were events of too recent 
date, however, to admit of an immediate rising. In the course of 1861 
Colonel Richardson’s Uegiruent was reduced from 1,200 to 600 Strong, 
and the Jyntecah Chiefs, wisely reckoning that the time for action had 
come, at once rose in rebellion. 

10. Their preparations, however, had been made beforc-liand; stores 
of grain and food had evidently been cautiously laid in, and it had been 
agreed that certain of the villages, to be used as harbours of refuge in 
the event of discomfiture, were to remam ostensbily friendly to Go¬ 
vernment. The part these friendly villages have played in the rebellion 
1 have already brought (directly) to the notice of Government, 
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11. The little band under the gallant guidance of Colonel Richard¬ 
son at once took the field, and, in a remarkably short space of time, 
stormed nearly every stoekade the Rebels had run up. But their num¬ 
bers were too small to admit of their improving their victory; and 
before reinforcements could be sent up the Rebels had taken to the 
“Koonings” or deep jungly dells where, as General Showers, c. b., him¬ 
self found, it was impossible for regular Troops to come up vdtli them. 

12. The Chiefs, well knowing that the mistakes of 1860 would not 
be repeated, and that the break-up of the rebellion must seal their own 
doom, wisely did their best to o|||||promise their misguided followers- 
In more than one instance the most cold-blooded murders have marked 
%ie course of the i)resent rebellion. I am credibly informed that the 
mass of Rebels arc now fully impressed with the belief, sedulously 
instilled into their minds by their Chiefs, that should they give in, the 
males Avill be doomed to perpetual slavery, and the women consigned 
to the tender mercies of the native soldiery. 

13. I have briefly sketched the history of the Jyntccah Hills from 
the year 1833. It now remains for me to draw my conclusions. To 
my mind these appear so obvious that I am sure I shall not be mis¬ 
understood in expressing myself plainly. My opinion has been founded 
on the dearly bought expericiice of others, and such as it is, I beg to 
submit it. 

14. To say that the taxes have occasioned the rebellion would be to 
express but half the truth. In my humble opinion the circumstauecs 
under which the taxes were imposed have more to do with the question. 
Had the inhabitants of the Jyntec^ah Hills been gradually brought to 
know their master, and had speedy justice and the establishment of 
schools, in the first instance, taught them the great advantages attend¬ 
ing their subjection to a civilized Government, I am perfectly convinced 
that treble the amount of tax would have been cheerfully paid. 

15. A contrary line of policy, however, had been steadily adhered 
to. With the cxcci)tion of Jowai, by no means a centrical position, 
there was not a Post or Thannah'in the Hills. 

The people themselves, independent in all but name, were at the beck 
of the most influential amongst their number. 

Their first real acquaintance with Government commenced in 1860, 
when the long tlircatcncd House Tax was imposed. In 1861 savages 


28 
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(for tlic Jyntooah Kliassialis are little else), entirely illiterate, were 
presented with form 7, Act. XXXII., and directed to fill in their 
incomes. Is it to be Avondered at tliat the Khassiahs rebelled in 18G0V 
or i.s it surprising that, foiled in that year by the overwhelming number 
of Troops, they should lum; repeated the experiment in 1861, on those 
Trooj)s being ix'duccd to half their, foi’iner strength ? 

16. Other causes than those alluded to have been assigned by the 
Khassiahs themselves for the present revolt, sueh as interferciuje, 
on the part of the Police and others, with their religious ceremonies. 
A Naib Darogah, on one occasionjPfc said to haAx dispersed a party of 
anned men, Avho, liowcv('r, had only assembled for the purpose of 
worship. The Native Christians, again, arc said to have gwen* offence 
by cultivating land set apart for religious purx)Oscs. These, and such 
like circumstances, though they were probably made use of by the 
leaders to incite the rebellion, would never, I believe, have occasioned 
it had the .Ivnteeah Khassiahs been familiarized from the first with our 
tiovcninient, and learned, by experience on the spot, the readiness of 
the Oflicers of Govenmient to listen to and investigate all grounds 
of rom])lai;it. 

17. Having stated tiie causes which, in my opinion, directly and 
indirectly, Icil to the revolt, it remains to suggest tin; steps which ought to 
be tak(’n to ])rcAX'iit a recurrence of it. The rebellion, once subdued, and 
the Rebel Chiefs punished in proportion to their deserts, 1 am of opinion 
that a ]M)licy, the reverse of Avhat has been hitherto pursued, should be 
adopted ; while luu’sh and unpopular measures are carefully avoided, no 
Oj)l)Ortunity should be lost, on the one hand, of neutralizing the power 
nhich the lic.ads of villages, itj too many instances, prejudicially 
exercise, and on the oliiei’, of making both Chiefs and people look up 
to, and dcj!(md u])on, (iov(;rnnicnt for their happiness and comfort. 

18. With regard to the system of administration in the three 
Dcipaidmcnts, IJevennc, Judicial, and Police, which I propose, I have 
thehouorto state that, in the first place, the earliest opportuuity should 
he taken for the establislimcnt of a” Sub-Divisioii in the Jyntccali 
Hills under a Militan’^ Assistant Commissioner. Jowai has Inaai re- 
commended as a good site for such a Sub-Division, but, for my oavu 
j»iirt, I do not consider it sniliciontly centrical. 1 consider that sonu' 
spot iu the Ihiliioiig llhupra should be selected. 
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ID. Judicial. —The power ut present held by the Dolloyes of ad¬ 
judicating petty ai)'l Criminal suits should bo withdrawn, and suitors 
referred to the Assistin'i (Commissioner in Ralliong. The people would 
then be taught to look to the Government OlRcers for justice. The 
Assistant should, I think, liohl the poAvers of a First Class Subordinate 
Magistrate and Sudder Ameen. The Kill men should be encouraged 
to refer their suits to arbitration; the Arbitrators, however, sitting in 
presence of tlie Assistant. Mdft village arbitration should not be 
acce])tcd as decisive of a suit, tliough tlie circiimstanee of jiarties 
having agreed to abide by the - A'crdict of one or more Arbitrators 
sliould, as in Assam, be admitted in evidence. No Agents or (Counsel, 
*^undcr ftny pretence, should be admitted in tlie Jyutecah Court, and 
the iiroceedings should, as recommended by ]\Ir. Alh'U (paragraph 
259), be eonducted in the simplest manner, exceiit in Jieinous eases, 
the entire record being in the AssistauCs OAvn handwriting. The 
jirocccdings in heinous cases, not exceeding the powers of the De|)n,ty 
Commissioner, should be talcen down by the Assistant in English aiul 
forwarded for orders, it remaining ojitional with the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner to summon the parties to his Court. Other heinous eases should, 
of course, be heard by the Deputy Commissioner himself in the Usual 
manner. All ajipcals, (^ivil and Criminal, from the order ol‘ the Assistant 
Commissioner should lie to the Deputy Commissioner at Shillioiig. 

20. Revenue. —lii Revenue cases the Assistant should hold h:-; 
proceedings in his Agency Court. The fcAV cases likel;, to ociuir being 
heard and decided in the same simjde maniu'r. 


The Dolloyes should, I think, be still selected by the people, but 
their apxjointment should be for Ide, or during good behaviour, ami 
liable to caneelmcnt by the Deputy Cominissionej- on regular iiivc'sti- 
gation of alleged malpractice. The (solleetion of Revenue should .still 
rest with tlicra, commission of 20 (twenty) per eeiit, lu'iiig aliowi’d 
to the Dolbye. Ihicli Dolloye should be fimiished witli |>r!uted receipts 


for distribution to those from whom be may collect tlie Ueveriue. 


Deputy Commissioner or Assistant should make a point of annually 
visiting the principal villages in each Dolbyeship with a view of dis¬ 
posing, summarily on the s])ot, of all eliai’gcs against the Dolloye of 
malpractice. T l)(‘g here, most resp 'etliiliy, to suggest that idl questions 
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regarding tlic llcvcime of tlic Jyiitccali Hills should be decided 
by Government itself in communication with the Agent to the Governor 
(icncral at Gowhatty, and that all Returns should be forwarded 
through the same Authority to Govcnmicnt, instead of, as at present, 
thi'ough the Commissioner to the Board of Revenue. 

:il. Police. —It will be necessary, for some years, to keep a larger 
regnhir force than formerly in the Hills. Troops must, I am of opi¬ 
nion, be stationed at both Jowai andIRalliong under the command of 
Muropeati Officers. The Officer Commanding in the Hills will he the 
best judge of the strength required, but I should say 150 men at the 
former, and 250 men at the hitter Station, would be sufficient. 

, , . „ I’hc Police would be stationed witli ad- 

‘j Sui.-Dhismii iic:ui-Quarters vantage at tlic Posts notod ill the margin. 

Ill UillllOJllJ. ° ° 

a Noii-jomisw' Fooiija\ 22. I have already hinted at the neccs- 

4 Diiiinvai I’lMiujeu. 

6 Poo'njiv. sity of cducatiiig the Jynteeah Khassiahs. 

G I’ittinjc IJazar. , • *11*1 t 

The Missionaries had a settlement at Jowai 

4 

and will probably return to it on the restoration of order. A 

Governnu'iit Bengalee School should, I think, be cstablislicd at the 
Siih-Division Head-Quarters in the llallioiig Illaqua; otlicr Schools 
might afterwards be established, should that at Rallioiig prove 
successful. 

23. It is all-important that the communications in tlic Jynteeah 
Hills, and indeed tliroiigliout the District, should receive the earliest 
attention of Goveriiment. The District and Sidi-Division Head-Quar¬ 
ters should he eoniiccted with each other and the several Police Stations. 


To do the Hills justice an Executive Officer should, on the settlement 
of tlie country, be deputed to Jowai. He would find abundaiieo of 
occupation for a tn elve month at least. His attention should first be 
turned to the bridging of tlie rivers over which his roads will pass. A 
road without bridges is useless, whereas with rivers made passable 
fiYoops could move all over the Hills. There is a fair road between 
Cbcrra Pooiijee and Jowai; but for want of abridge across the Mungot 
communication is closed for days at a time. 

25. 1 have the honor to forward a rough Map of the Jynteeah Hills, 
in which I have jotted down the relative positions of the several places 
referred to in this Report. 
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iloinoraiKlum from UiiiGABnoK-GENUHAi, 8 t. (». D. Showers, c. C’oinmandiiif? 

Prosidcncy Division. • 

FottWARDED totlic .Tujiior Secretary to Government of Bengal for 
llic information of Ilis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Lieutenvnt-Coeonei. Richardson, Commaiidliig Jyiitoo.ih Force, to Cavtxix 
E. K. 0. GirmuBT, Assistant Adjutant-General,—(No. 59, dated tlic 27tli Jimo 
1862.) 

* 

Sir, 

Since my last of the IGth June tlic rains have set in with 
such violence as to stop the Hnks, as well as to pri'veut all comraunica- 
tioii with the out-posts, Avhicli have suffered much for want of proper 
pj’OA'isions. 

1 enclose a letter from Lieutenant Sadliiw, Gommanding at Saton- 
fjali. Coolies were sent out on the morning of the 2r)th to bring in his 
Detaelmicnt. It is ipiite impo.ssihlc to send him loaded Coolies when rain 
falls, and I had no supplies to send him beyond two days rations. 

I enclose a letter from Captain llobinson. 1 shall, when (k)olies 
arc procurable, order him in and send him to Nongtalong to relieve a 
|)arty of the i Ith now there, as it is n'portcd the llebids are in some 
strength in that direction, and at all eicnts he can feed himself there. ’ 

I intend to withdraw Lieutenant Cani])bcll froi|^ .Barato, leaving him 
with seventy men at Shillong Muntang;'the remainder of his men I 
shall probably [daee in the villages between Nurteng and Shillong 
Mnntang to ena!)K’nu'toeoininunieate readily wdthhim ; the communi¬ 
cation bctAV(.‘C‘n Mnnsow and that place being cut off by the river, 
besidi:s being necessarily dangerous from the facilities offered by that 
route for an ambnsiaide. 

I trust the Brigadier-General will rccogni/c the necessity for these 


alterations in his jdans : the Ibduds of the three villages named shew 
no sign of coming in, and many of them are located in the villages 
about Nurteng and Nonjooiigcc. I consider, therefore, that these 
guards may be advantageously employed in preventing their finding 
shelter iu this Avay. But this is not the point j the Detachments can¬ 
not be maiiitainud in their present positions. 


VVe have received no sujiplics from Jyntceahporc for the ten days 
during Avhieh rain has falhm. I have received no Report from Auwai 
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lately, but as Lieutenant Paltcnham is in a friendly village, 1 have no 
<loubt he has beeft able to feed liis Detachment. 

Jjieutcnant CampbclPs men have been living on dhan since the 10th, 
and will, I fear, be very sickly. 

We shall probably have a few day^s fine weather, which will enable me 
to make the above movements, and I will let you know all that is 
going on. 


Copy of a letter from Liedtenakt Sadlieb, Commanding at Satongah, to Lieute- 
NANT-CoEoNEt RicHABusoN, Coommaiuliiig Jynteeah Force,—(dated the 23rd 
June 1862.) ^ •• 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to request you will be good enough to 
bring to the notice of the Brigadier-General, Commanding Presidency 
Division, that up to this date the men of my Detachment have been 
for five days on half rations, and for five days without rations. Had 
it not been that I had some dhan in store my men would have before 
this been starved. 

, ■ This dhan will be out in a day or two. If before that time I do not 
receive russud, starvation will oblige me to abandon this post. My 
Coolies are all at Jo4lii, and, in the event of my being obliged to 
abandon this place, I have no carriage for my sick or magazine. 

I am in a difficult position, but then starvation will carry the day. 
My men cannot starve. 


From Captain Robinson, Commanding Detaclimont, 28tli Native Infantry, to tlic 
Stair Officer of tlie Force,—(dated the 24th .Tune 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Colonel 
Richardson, Commanding in the Jynteeah Hills, that my Detachment 
has now been for three days without russud. I would beg some should 
be sent me at once if practicable. 

I have, in the absence of anything else, been issuing dhan to my 
men, but it js impossible they can continue on this alone for many days. 
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]\Ic'nioran<lum from Bbigauier-Gbnerai. St. CJ. D. Showers, c. b,, Coinmaudii)<r 

Presidency Division. 

Foewakded for submission to his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief. On the 26thMay, before IcavingChcrraPoonjec, I issued instruc¬ 
tions for a month's supply of dry provisions, such as would not spoil by 
keeping, to be laid in for the different posts. An extract from these in¬ 
structions is herewith forwarded; and as there was a large supply of 
unhusked rice at Munsow, which is one day's march from Satongah, 
and only a few hours march from the other posts, there would have 
been no difficulty in laying in a month's Supply of rice and the remain¬ 
ing articles of the rations, such as dal, ghee, salt. A few Coolies 
could havg carried for each Detadimcnt. There would, therefore, have 
been no necessity for withdrawing the out-posts from want of provi¬ 
sions, if these instructions had been attended to. 

It is much to be regretted that the out-posts were withdrawn. The 
Rebels had been hunted from all their Koorungs and lurking places, 
and had taken shelter in the distant jungles of Nongfloot. They were 
reduced to plunder the villages that had settled doAvn, and to shew 
themselves the general enemies of the District. IJy withdrawing the 
out-posts we left an offensive position, which commanded the country, 
for a defensive one. ^ 

It is the more to be regretted it was done so soon after the massacre 
of the Guard of the 33rd Native lufantry between Munsow and Jowai. 

Before I left two Coolie Corps were directed to be formed, and the 
only difficulty which at that time presented itself was the sanction of 
Government, and this had been aaitieipatcd. I am quite satisfied it 
would have been completed if it had been left in the hands of Mr. 
Smith, of the Civil Service, to whom I had entrusted the dutv. 

y 


Extract I’roin letter of hislnictlons to the Officer Commanding in the Jyntecah Hills 
—(No. 18(J, dated the 2Gth May 1862.) 

Para. 2. —The Offipcr Commanding the District will arrange to lay 
in with each Detachment a supply of ghee, dal, salt, rice, and other 
mtiicles of rations for the men that will not spoil by keeping for at 
least a month, so that Coolies will be required for the transport of atta 
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only, and of this the Commissariat Department must endeavor to send 
a supply for a week at one time. It will be necessary also to lay in a 
supply of dhan for the Coolies. ITiis must be done in communication 
with the Civil Officer of the District, and supplies should be collected 
for a month. 


Memorandum from Brigauisb-Gknsral St. G. D. Showkbs, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded to the Secretary to Government of Bengal for the 
information for His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. , 


. From LiEUTENANT-CoriONBL UicHABDSoN, Commanding Jynteeali Force, to 
Captain E. K. O. Gilbebt, Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army,—{No. 61, 
dated the 29tli June 1862.) 

Sir, 

Since my No. 59 of the 27th I have the honor to report, for 
the information of Brigadier-General, that Lieutenant Sadlierts party 
from Satongali reached this on the 27th without any serious accident. 
Two muskets were lost in the torrent, but the weather being fine yester¬ 
day a party, sent out for the purpose, found them in six feet of water 
and brought them in. Lieutenant Sadlicr, with fifty men, went yester¬ 
day to Nurteng with Lieutenant Andrew, and the party of the 33rd 
now there will return to-day. I then propose to strengthen the Mun- 
sow party to fifty men. 

Lieutenant Andrew took out Coolies to carry out the alteration in 
the Barato party mentioned in my last. Lieutenant Campbell will 
remain at Shillong Muntang with eighty muskets and fifty will be 
posted at Nongjoongee. 

I enclose two Reports from Lieutenant Walcott; they are of old 
date, but I only received them yesterday vid Jynteeahpore, at which ^ 
Post, I regret to say, great sickness prevails, which will, I fear, cause 
an interruption in Lieutenapt Walcott^s supplies. Mr, Smith goes 
there to-day, and he will, I hope, be able to arrange this. 
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Coolies will, I hope, be available to-day to bring in Captain Robin¬ 
son's Detachment, which will proceed without delay to Nongtalong. 
Serious reports come in of the enemy collecting about there in force. 
In fact I find that, while we have been occupying the deserted Ullages 
in the distance, the Rebels have taken advantage of tliis disposition of 
the Troops to ravage the country and levy contributions from the 
friendly villages within our cordon : this has principally occurred west 
of Nurteng and at Nongjoongee and Nongba, and this, together with 
the difficulty of conveying supplies to a distance, will, I trust, induce 
the Brigadier-General to consider the altered disposition of the 
Troops as imperatively called for. Another consideration was th%t the 
pressuA on the friendly villagers for such large supplies of Coolies is 
calculated to disgust and to induce them to quit their homes. 

Memorandum from TiEiGADiEK-GENEE^i. St. G. D. Rhowees. c . n., Commanding 

Prosideney Division. 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Commandcr-iii- 
Chief. 

With respect to the last paragraph one instance of a pcaceftil \nllage 
having been visited for contributions occun’ed after I left .Towai, but before 
1 left Cherra. The party was attacked, and four men who had been 
taken prisoners for their ransom were released and tlie Rebeds totally 
dispersed. 

A second village was said to have been visited, but the report 
w'as not confirmed before 1 left the Hills. It was about this time that 
I authorized Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson to draw eighty men from 
Sylhet if he should require reinforcements. 

There were moreover about ISO Rank and File at Cherra Poonjee 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson’s own command from which he 
might have drawn to occupy Nongba and Nongjoongee. At Nmtcng 
there were already thirty Sepoys, with a proportion of Non-Commis¬ 
sioned Officers, under a Native Officer. In addition to this a portion 
of the inhabitants of each village who wished it were authorized to carry 
their own native arms, and I can conceive no difficulty in carrying out 
the arrangements as long as these men were associated with British 
Troops. 


29 



( m ) 


Memorandum from BaiQAMEE-GEMBEAL &r. 0. D. Showees, c. Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Fokwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor* 


From LiEUTENAET-Cor,oNEi:. W. Eichaedson, Commanding Jynteeah Field Force, to 
Captain E. K. O. Gilbeet, Assistant Adjutant-General, Presidency Division,— 
(No. 62, dated the 3rd July 1862.) 

Sib, 

* Since my last of the 29th ultimo, I have the honor to 
report that on the 30th a Guard of ten men of the 44th Naftve In¬ 
fantry escorting the D^k from Dingling were attacked by the Ecbek, 
who appeared, in force about 200, on the Hills on this side of the 
Mungot. The attack was made by about forty or fifty men, who 
rushed down and attempted to close with the Guard, one of whom 
was slightly wounded with a sword-cut. The Guard, however, remain¬ 
ed steady and their fire killed five, besides wounding several. The 
enemy, who then kept a more respectful distance, followed the party 
to within sight of camp. 

A few days ago two armed Rebels were seized in the jungle over¬ 
looking Jowai; they said they had been sent to examine and report on 
the strength of the Guard there. From their information we Icamt 
that the Rebels did not remain in any one place, but that a market 
would be held on the 2nd July at which they would appear and that 
the market was held early. In consequence of this information 
Captain Morton, Lieutenant Udny, and myself, with fifty bayonets, 
left camp yesterday at 1 a. m. and returned at noon, having walked 
continually for eleven hours. Wo stopped the market and seized many 
people going there; but the armed men, of whom we saw a great 
number, kept at a distance. We met Lieutenant Andrew and Lieu¬ 
tenant Sadlier patrolling from Nurteng, but they also were unsuccessful. 

I have received letters jftom Lieutenant Pakenham at Amwai: he 
states that Rebels arc about in his direction. A Coolie straying from 
the Column between Jynteeahpore and Amwai has been kOled. The 
Nongbaric villagers have been driven out of their village by the Rebels: 
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this will be amended in a few days I trust. As Coolies go to-day to 
bring in Captain Robinson from Ralliong, he will proceed to Nongtalong 
for the protection of that part of the country. 

Coolies were sent some days ago to Barato to alter the disposition of 
the Troops there, but I have as yet heard nothing of them. The 
Nongtalong party has been reinforced to thirty-eight men from Amwai 
till Captain Robinson arrives. 


^femorandum from BRiGAsiEs-GriiNEaAL St. G. D. Showers, c. b,, Commauding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded for submission to His Execllency the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

The massacre of the Guard of the 33rd Native Infantry about the 
] 4th June, and the withdrawal of the out-posts from an offensive to a 
defensive position, appears to have given the Rebels confidence. This 
repulse of a large Force by so small a number of Sepoys will have a 
salutary effect. 

A party at Nongtalong has been much needed, and I had autliorized 
Lieutenant-Colonel RichSrdson to draw eighty men from the Detach¬ 
ment at Sylhet for duty in the Hills. 

I anticipate good results from Captain Robinson^s presence. He is 
an active Officer and has shewn judgment. 


Memorandum from Bbigabirb-Genebai. St. G. D. Showkbs, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Libutenant-Colonbi. Richardson, Commanding Jynteeah Field Force, to 
Captain E. K. 0. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General of tlie Army,—(No. 64, 
dated the 9th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

Since my last of the 3rd instant, I have the honor to report, 
for the information of the Brigadier-General Commanding, that Lieute¬ 
nant Campbell has removed his Camp from Barato to Shillong Muntang. 
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Fifty meti have been located at Nongjoongee, and in excess oi 
these I have sent thirty muskets to reinforce the party at Nurteng to 
enable them to convey supplies to Shillong Muntang, as I doubt that 
an escort of less than twenty-five men would be safe under the circum¬ 
stances, the whole country being covered with long grass and the Eebcls 
numerous. 

Captain Robinson left this for Nongtalong on the 8th instant with 
130 muskets: he will relieve the parties of the 33rd and 44th now 
there: they will return to Amwai and Jowai respectively. 

On two occasions lately large bodies of the Rebels have appeared in 
the neighbourhood of Munsow, at the spot where the two Sepoys of 

f. 

the 44th were formerly killed, and, as they appeared to have excellent 
information of our movements, it became necessary to find out where 
they harboured, and it appeared to Captain Morton and myself that 
there could be no doubt but that they lived at Thakhanying, where they 
were in a position to take advantage of any small party passing near. 

This village was accordingly visited by Lieutenant Andrew and Lieu¬ 
tenant Sadlicr on the Otli, and, as they found the place filled with the 
Munsow women and property, it was, according to Lieutenant Andrew's 
instructions, burnt to the ground, and this, I trust, ^dll have the effect 
of rendering our escorts more secure and act as a warning to other 
villages not to harbour Rebels. I trust the Rrigadier-General will con¬ 
sider this act of severity necessary under the circumstances. 


Memoi'anilum from Bmgadieb-Gesijbal St. G. D. Showeiis, c, b., Commantling 

Presidency Division. 


Forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

I had forbidden all villages and the permanent residences of the peo¬ 
ple of the country being destroyed. I do not consider it now necessary. 


Memorandum from Brigadieb-Genebal St. G. D. Showers, c. n., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

ForwAIDED to the Secretary to the Qovemment of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 
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From Liedtenant-Colonel Bicbabsson, Commanding Jyutecali Field Force, to 
Caitain K. K. O. OanEET, Assistant Adjutant-General of tlie Army,—(No. 67, 
dated tlic 16th July 1862 ) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 64 of 9tli instant, I have the 
honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred during the 
past week. We continue to get up supplies with great difficulty, con¬ 
suming to-day what came up yesterday. 

Lieutenant Andrew has laid in a supply of rice at Nurteng, of which 
there appears to be a great abundance, and this feeds the three out¬ 
posts ill that direction, there being no obstructions from nullahs be¬ 
tween Nurteng and Shillong Muntang. 

Captain Robinson and Lieutenant Walcott feed themselves fk>m the 
Plains, and thus, I trust, we sliall not again be so hard pressed as we 
were last month ; but no improvement has, I am sorry to say, taken 
place in the supply of Coolies from below. No D3ks in lately. 


Memorandum from Brigadiee-General St. G. P. Showers, c. b., Commaudiiig 

, rrcsidoncy Division. 

Forwarded for the information of Ilis Excellency tlie Com- 
inandcr-in-Chicf. 


Memorandum from Bbigadier-Generat. St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded to the Officiating Secretary to Government of Bengal 
for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From LrEnTENANT-CoioNEL RieftAEDsoN, Commanding Jynteeah Force, to Caetain 
E. K. O. Gilbert, Officiating Assistant Adjutant-General,—(No. 68, ilated tho 
19th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Nos. 277A., 288A., and 293Aft and in reply to report, for thftnformation 
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of the Brigadier-GeBcraJ, that the water-proof Capes and Caps have 
arrived and been distributed to the ditferent posts as directed, and 
that measures have been taken to preserve them as far as possible. 

I have written on the subject mentioned in your No. 188A. With 
reference to the last paragraph you will have received my letter detail¬ 
ing the alterations made in the position of the Troops, on which 
subject I have now the honor to report that during the first half of 
this month, during which the weather has been tolerably fine, only 
nine days' rations for the different out-posts fed from Jyntceahpore 
have arrived, but that the greater part of the men can now be partially 
fed from the bazars where they are located, and this, I trust, 
will induce the Brigadier-General to consider the changes judicious 
as far as supplies are concerned. No improvement has taken place in 
the Coolies, but every effort is making to render the carrying more 
efficient. More Sepoys are not at present required nt Moolagool, but 
should there be the Detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry at Sylhet 

t 

will be called on; the expedition into Munnipore having rendered it 
necessary that the Detachment, 44th Native Infantry, at Cachar 
should not be at present reduced. 

The instructions regarding the Ecbels being attacked, as occasions 
offer, shall be carried out, and a party has to-day gone to Nongbah 
to watch the bazar there. The instructions regarding the strength 
of the party to accompany Captain Morton or myself shall be 
attended to. 

Captain Eobinson has .reported to Captain Morton that several of 
the villages near him have been burnt by the Rebels. I hope to hear 
particulars from him in a day or two. 


Memorandum from Bbigadieb-Genebal St. 6. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwakded for submission to His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief. “ 
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Memorandum from BeigadieB'Gemebai. St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding 

Presidency Division. 

Forwarded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for 
the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From Libdtenant-Colonei- Eichaedson, Commanding Jynteeali Force, to Captatw 
E. K. 0. Gilbebt, Assistant Adjutant-General,—(No. 69, dated the 20th July 
1862.) 

SlE, 

* I HAVE the honor to request that you will bring to the notice 
of the Brigadier-General the fact of the sickness that prevails among 
the Officfcrs in this Force. Lieutenant Sadlier, 28th Native Infantry, 
is on the sick list and obliged to leave Nurteng from fever. Lieutenant 
Marshall, 28th Native Infantry, is also suffering from the same cause. 
Of the 33rd Native Infantry only Lieutenants Walcott and Williams 
are in good health. The remainder, I am informed by Dr. 
Saunders, are suffering from’a severe form of Diarrhcea, not likely to 
be overcome except by a change of climate. Lieutenant Graham is 
on sick leave to Sylliet for a month on this account, and Dr. Saunders 
himself is one of the greatest sufferers. 

Under these circumstances I trust the Brigadier-General will con¬ 
sider it necessary that more Officers and an Assistant Surgeon should 
be sent to do duty with the Regiments. The 44th have only two doing 
duty Officers present. 


.Memorandum from Beigadibb-Genebal St. G. D. Showees, c. b., Commanding 

presidency Division. 

Forwarded for the information of His Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Before I left Jowai symptoms of Diarrhoea had been experienced by 
several Officers. It was attributed to the copper cooking vessels not 
having been tinned. Before leaving Cherra Poonjee I recommended 
that an Artificer should be entertained by the Force and kept at Jowai. 
I have now directed that a man may be kept up on a fixed salary. It 
is very probable the sickness among the Officers arises from^the effects 
of the verdigris of the copper vessels employed for cooking. 
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From J. D. Gokdon, Esq., OflGciating Junior Secretary to tlie Govermnent of Bengal, 
to Bbioadiee-Genkbai. St. G. D. Skowehs, c. b., Commanding Presidency 
Division,—(No. 409T., dated on board the Lieutenant-Governor’s Yacht Rhoias, 
^ the Gill September 1862.) 

Sir, 

With reference to your endorsement, submitting copy of a 
letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Biebardson, Commanding Jynteeali 
Force, dated tbc 20tli July last, representing the necessity of more 
Officers being sent to do duty witli the Force, I am directed to inform 
you that application has been made to the Government of India, in the 
Military Department, for the services of four experienced Offieers to do 
duty with the -tlth Native Infontry, i 


From BEiGAuiBii-GENKRAii St. G. D. SnowEHs, c. B., Commanding Presidency 
Division, to the Uudcr-Secrctary to the Government of Bengal, with tlie Lieute- 
nant-Govenior,—(No. 370A., dated the 4lh August 1862.) 

Silt, 

I HAVE tho honor to forward, for submission to His Honor the 
Lieutonant-Govemor of Bengal, copies of letters from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Richardson, with my remarks. 

I hope Ilis Honor will sanction Lieutenant Walcott being allowed to 
remain in Command of his present Post at Batao, which, by his judgment 
and activity, he has settled so satisfactorily. 


Memorandum from Bnio vDiEB-GuNEUM. St. G. D. Siiowebs, c. n.. Commanding 
Presidency Division,—(dated the 4th August 1862.) 

Forwauded to the Junior SotTctary to the Government of Bengal, 
with the LIoutcnant-Govcmor, for the information of His Honor. 


Copy of a letter from Liebtebaist-Coloeel IIicii.abdson, Commanding JjTiteeah 
Field Force, to Captain E. K. 0. Giebeet, Assistant Adjutant-General of the 
Army,—(No. 70, dated the 22nd July 1862.) 

Sin, 

Since my last, Nos. 08 and 09 of 19th and 20th July, I have 
the honor to report, for tho information of the Brigadier-General, that 1 
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« 

yesterday, at 2 p. m., received a letter from Lieutenant Andrew at 
Noringpoonjee, stating that a report had reached him that Munsow was 
surrounded by 600 Rebels and that the Garrison there had fired away all 
their ammunition. Lieutenant Williams and Lieutenant Money left 
at once with sixty bayonets and some spare ammunition and reached 
Munsow at 6 p. m. They found that Lieutenant Andrew and Lieutenant 
Campbell had arrived there before them with fifty or sixty Sepoys from 
Nongjoongee and Shillong Muntang, but that finding all quiet they had 
both gone to Shillong Muntang, having heard that the Rebels had fired 
a portion of the village. 

Lieutenant Money returned this morning. He reports all quiet now, 
but that^ for several days previously, the Rebels had kept up a pretty 
constant fire from twenty-four muskets, or thereabouts; and had lattei’ly 
endeavoured to reach the Sepoys^ lines, in which attempt, the Subadar 
reports, seven of them were killed. No Sepoys were hurt. 

I am now sending out supplies and more ammunition to Munsow.' 
J shall direct Lieutenant Williams and his party to return to Jowai, as 
they went out without their kits and besides are not wanted there. 

The enclosed Report from Captain Robinson of the IGth July, 
reporting the biuming by the Rebels of some villages to the south, I 
received yesterday, 

N. B .—^Thc Report from Munsow was brought by fifteen men of the 
33rd, who went first to Shillong Muntang, then to Nongjoongee, and 
then hero by 2 p. m. the same day. 


Memorandum from Bbi6Ai>ier-Gkn£R/vl St. G. D. Showers, c. b., Commandiiiff 
Presidency Division,—(No. 363A., dated the 4th August 1862.) 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Comraander-in- 
Chief. This attack I consider to be a consequence of the burning of the 
village of Thakhanying. The koorangs and villages of ruins, in which 
the Rebels have taken shelter, should now be attacked in force and by a 
simultaneous movement of several Detachments. All women and chil¬ 
dren who are caught should be taken to Jowai and kept there until their 
husbands and fathers deliver themselves up. 


30 
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jMoinoraiidam from Ubigaotbe-Genheai, St. G. D. Showebs, c. b., Commanding 
l*i’csi deucy Division,—(dated the 4th August 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
with His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, for information. 


Copy of a letter from Lieutenaht-Colokel Richardson, Commanding Jynteeah 
Field Force, to Captain E. K. 0. Gilbert, Assistant Adjutant-General of the 
Army,—(No. 72, dated the 25th July 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of my No. 70, to your address, I have now 
the honor to report, for the information of the Brigadier-General, that 
on the 22nd a party of fifteen Sepoys of the 38rd Native Infantry pro¬ 
ceeding to Munsow with supplies were surrounded hy armed Rebels, 
of whom two were killed and one wounded. Lieutenant Williams 
hearing the firing left Munsow to support his men, who reached that 
place safely. Next morning Lieutenant Williams, agreeably to orders, 
returned with his party to Jowai. 

Yesterday Captain Morton received a letter from Nurteng requesting 
reinforcement there, as large bodies of the Rebels were going about 
between that place and Shillong Muntang. Lieutenant Money and 
twenty muskets, 44th Native Infanlyy, started at once. 

Lieutenant Pakenham^a parties have been much annoyed to the south 
of Amwai by parties of the Rebels firing at them; this has, however, 
ceased within the last few days, audit would appear that the Rebels are 
turned by Captain Robinson^s arrival at Nongtalong, burnt the villages 
they had occupied in that direction, and have proceeded by a southerly 
road towards Nungba and Nongfloot. Lieutenant Andrew will enquire 
into this. 

A party of the Rebels has also passed into the Khyrim Territory I 
hear, and a reinforcement has been sent from Cherra to Shillong, and 
Captain Morton informs me that Captain Robinson is following up the 
Rebels in that direction. 

I have received Reports from Lieutenant Walcott, who appears to be 
maintaining himself at his different Posts in a most creditable manner. 
I do pot send his Reports, as they refer to local matters, and will be 
useful to any Officer taking Ills place, should he be removed, which. 
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I hear, is likely, though I am at present quite unable to detach an 
Officer in his room, should such removal take place; there being no 
one Officer here for duty except Major Langmore and myself. Lieute¬ 
nant Williams, .33rd, in his last expedition sprained his foot badly and 
will be laid up for a mouth. 


Memorandum from BBiG.vi)iEa-G£NEBA.i. St. 6. D. Showbbs, c. b., Commanding 
Piesidency Division,—(No. 364A., dated the 4th August 18(52.) 

Forwarded for submission to His Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Cliief. 

The armed parties of Rebels appearing in force between Nurteng and 
Shillong Muntang is probably a consequence of their having been dis- 
lieartencd in Thahlianying. I conclude the whole village is uoav in 
arms ; they should be attacked by a simultaneous movement of different 
Dctaclimcnts, and all women and children captured and taken to Jowai. 

I anticipate good results from Captain Robinson’s presence in the 
District of Nongtalong; he has been always successful in his move¬ 
ments. 

As usual a favorable report is made of Lieutenant Walcott’s proceed¬ 
ings. He is to be appointed to the Assam Commission j but I 
have directed that he shall be retained in liis present position for the 
l>rescnt, j>ending the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richardson has given up his line of communi¬ 
cation with Cherra Poonjee. It is in fact his base of operations, and it 
is an unfortunate error he has cut himself off from direct communica¬ 
tion with a large portion of his Force. I have dii’ected the communi¬ 
cation to be restored at any exertion. 


Copy of a letter from Captain R. K. 0. Cilburt, to Lif-utesant-Colonei. 

W, Kichabdson, —(No._358, dated the 28tii July 18G2.) 

Sir, 

I AM direeted by the Biigadicr-General to send you the 
following instructions consequent on the withdrawal of the Detachments 
from’ the advanced Posts. 

2. The Rebels appear to be still moving about tlic coiiiiti’y. It is 
now the rainy season, and there will b(fdifficulty in moving the Troops; 
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but tli(jy sliould notwithstaiidiug be as active as circumstances will 
admit, particularly after the weather clears after a continuous fall of rain. 

3. The haunts of the Rebels should then be visited, and other 
Detachments should be sent to localities to which, it is probable, they 
would move after being disturbed in their then hiding places. 

4. Moveable Columns should also be sent through the District in all 
weathers; their strength will depend on circumstances, and the 
Commanding OflGlcer alone, in communication with the Deputy 
Commissioner, is capable of judging what that strength should be. 

5. Great advantage will be obtained in tracing the Rebels by 

following any beaten tracks and foot-paths that the Detachments may 
meet witli. * 

(3. Our lines of communication should be preserved at any expense 
and exertion. If the Rebels are heard of along the line a moveable 
Column of such strength as may be necessary should be posted in the 
V iciuity to watch and attack them w'hen the opportunity offers. 


Memorcamlum from Major J. C. II.vughton, Officiating Commissioner of Assam,— 

(2^^o. 74, dated tlie 2iJfh August 1862.) 

Forwaeded to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal for the 
information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


Memorandum from Captain B. W. D. I^Iorton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and 
Jyuteeali Hills,—(dated the 18th August 1862.) 

Forwarded, in original, to the Commissioner of Assam, in conti - 
nuation of my letter to the Commissioner’s address, dated the 14th 
instant. The Rebels state that their rebellion was owing to interfer¬ 
ence with their religious ceremonies. Major Rowlatt informed me 
that no such intcrfcreiure was reported to him, and I should like to 
examine the Chiefs personally before stating how far credence is to be 
attached to their story. The Chiefs will not come in unless it is 
guaranteed that they are neither capitally punished nor transported. 
The second is a condition offered by men in arms, and ought not, I 
think, to be listened to. In my opinion free pardon to all but cold¬ 
blooded murderers, on the original terms laid down by General" 
Showers, c.»., to wit, pardon the mass of Rebels, and guarantee 
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of life only to the Chiefs, should he oflfered. Iii my letter of the 4th, 
and in subsequent communications, I have solicited the Commissioner's 
orders on the subject, and until I hear from the Commissioner definitely 
it will be impossible for me to riply to the llebels. 


From J. B. Shabweh,, Esq., Assistant Commissioner in charge, Ciicrra Poonjee, to 
Captain B. W. D. Moeton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, 
(No. , dated the 16th August 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to forward, in original, a letter, dated 1 6th 
instant, to my address, from Hajun Manick Kajah, communicating the 
result'of the enquiries he was asked to make in your letter to me of 
the 4th idem. 


Time Translation of ILuun IVIanick’s letter to the Assi.stant Commisvsioncr,— 

(dated the 16th August 1862.) 

In the Translation, with which I was furnished, of the Deputy 
Commissioner's letter dated 4tli August, I was asked to ascertain the 
cause of the present rebellion, and if it were from inteiTii^jtion of any 
Poojah, to inquire why stockades were put up prior to the said inter¬ 
ruption occurring. The llebels inform me, through a person I sent to 
speak to them, that stockades were never erected by them before their 
Poojah was put a stop to. 'J’liut they had permission from Major 
Rowlatt to perform their Poojah. It accordingly was commenced, but 
on its being interrupted by the Police on the third day, the people for 
this interruption rebelled. Tlie llebels further tell me that they will 
come in on the terms asked for before, that is, if any should be 
punished, the punishment, it is guaranteed, not to extend to hanging or 
transportation. * 

From J. D. Goedon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to 
Major J. C. Haughton, Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 436, dated on board 
the Yacht Rhotas, the 8th Sejitcmber 1862.) 

Sir, 

The Lieutenant-Governor having seen Captain Morton and some 
of the Cossyah Chiefs at Cherra P#oiijec, having perused j;he pajjcrs 
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sent with your Memoranda No. 23, dated 2r)t}i ultimo, and No. 71, 
dated 20tli ultimo, and having received further verbal infonnation of 
the inclination of the Eebcl Chiefs to surrender (availing themselves 
of the mediation of Hajun Manick ani the Jynteeah Kooer, who left 
Sylhet for the Jynteeah Hills on the Ist instant), desires me to com¬ 
municate the following instructions in continuation of those conveyed 
in my letters Nos. 199T., dated 31st July, and 352T., dated 30th 
ultimo. 

2. The surrender of the llebcls, in order to entitle them to the bene¬ 
fit of the full pardon which has been offered to them, must be other¬ 
wise an unconditional surrender. They must be made to understand 
that complaints from persons in rebellion cannot be listened tef; that 
they must submit themselves absol\itely to the authority of the Govern¬ 
ment ; that no suspension of military operations will take place until 
the rebellion is over, and that those who foolishly refuse to accept the 
offer of pardon will not only themselves be punished with severity, but 
will incur the responsibility of the consequences in which, as they now 
know, such persistent defiance must inevitably continue to involve the 
whole Tribe. 

3. The 'Lieutenant-Governor confidently anticipates that the 
Leaders will shortly make their submission, and that those of their 
followers who have not already returned to their homes will not fail 
to do so when no longer prevented by the influence or example of 
others. If this expectation be not disappointed the earliest favorable 
opportunity should be taken to withdraw the Troops from all the Out¬ 
posts at which their presence is not required, and to rely upon the 
Police for the restoration of order and the protection of life and 
property. 

4. The Deputy Inspector-General of Police has been authorized to 
place a Superintendent in charge of the Police administration of the 
Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, under the general control and direction of 
the Deputy Commissioner, as soon as this measure may appear practi¬ 
cable and expedient. With this view Major Raban and Captain Mor¬ 
ton will act in concert as circumstances may require. 

.5. As it will certainly be necessary to station an Assistant Com¬ 
missioner, at Jowai, temporarily at least, if not as a permanent 
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arrangement, a Detacliment of the Regiment, whose Head-Quarters arc 
at Chcrra, will have to remain there for a while after the necessity for 
Military operations shall have ceased j but as no other Posts need be 
held by Troops, the services of the second regiment of Native Infantry, 
now stationed in the Jynteeah Hills, may no doubt be dispensed with. 
It is the intention of the Lieutenant-Governor that Mr. Shadwell, who 
is thoroughly acquainted with the Khassyah language, should be sent 
to Jowai, and when he is there. Lieutenant Andrew may be withdrawn 
and employed elsewhere in the Division. 

6. Up to this time the Government is in possession of no tnist- 
worthy information as to the causes of the rebellion, or the grievances, 
real o» supposed, that gave rise to it. Numerous opinions have been 
fomed and recorded, but they are for the most part conflicting, and 
rest rather on rumour and hearsay, than on that which alone can be 
regarded as a reliable foundation, namely, the statements of the Rebels 
themselves, and especially of those among them who are Leaders. Tlhe 
Lieutenant-Governor was informed when at Cherra that no depositions 
had been recorded; that even the Heads of the villages who had rctiini- 
cd to their allegiance had not been examined ; that no steps had been 
taken to ascertain from the Rebel Leaders what they had,to complain 
of, and that the accounts given of the origin of the rebellion had been 
obtained chiefly through the Rajah of Cherra and the Native Christians, 
to neither of whom is it to be supposed that the Rebels would have 
commmiicatcd cither their intention to oppose the (jovernment, or 
their reasons for it. 

7. In the absence of any rcKable information on this liead it is im¬ 
possible for the Lieutenant-Governor to form a satisfactory judgment 
as to what changes may be necessary in order to make the administra¬ 
tion of the Jynteeah Hills more acceptable to the people than it hither¬ 
to seems to have been, what j ust causes of complaint exist, and how 
they may be removed. The Deputy Commissioner should be desired 
to lose no opportunity of supplying this omission, an omission which 
has been repeatedly dwelt on by the Government from the very com¬ 
mencement of the outbreak. It should be carefully asked of all who 
are capable of giving the information, and especially of those by whose 
counsel the rebellion was determined on, whether this detcraiination 
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was caused, as has been variously stated, by circumstances connected 
with the outbreak of 1800 and its suppression; by the mode in which the 
people were then deprived of their arms; by the House Tax; by the 
Income Tax, or the mode of assessing it; by the interference of the 
Police with any Poojah or other religious ceremony; by the conduct 
or conversation of the Native Christians; by the inaccessibility, in¬ 
difference, or unpopularity of the late Deputy Commissioner; by the 
venality of the Court Officers, and especially of the person employed 
by Major Eowlatt as Inteiijrcter and Darogali;by any instances of 
oppression or denial of justice; by a general desire of independence; 
by a wish to restore the authority of the late Rajah or any of his family; 
by the act of the Military Guard at Jowai in firing on the assembled 
crowd; or by any or all of these causes combined. It should also bo 
exactly ascertained why the Khassiahs did not bring such grievances 
as they had to complain of to the notice of the District Officer, and 
wljat objects they proposed to themselves in rushing into rebellion in¬ 
stead of seeking redress of their grievances by peaceable means, or even 
letting it be known that they had any to be redressed. 

8. The House Tax must, under any circumstances, continue to be 
levied as heretofore, due regard being paid to any complaints of in¬ 
equality or injustice in the assessment of it. The Income Tax has 
been virtually abandoned in the Jyntecah Hills for the future, bv the 
Act which repeals it on all incomes below 500 Rupees a year*; but 
the arrears of 18G0-61 must be collected, careful attention being 
given to any allegations of improper assessment, and time being allowed 
for payment to those who have suffered from the loss of property 
during the disturbances. 

9. There arc two subjects connected with the Cossyah and Jyntecah 
Hills in 'which immediate action is called for irrespective of the enquiry 
enjoined above. These are Schools and Roads. 

10. The Lieutenant-Governor entertains little doubt that, if the inha¬ 
bitants of the Jyntecah Hills had been somewhat less ignorant than they 
arc, they would not, cither in 1860 or on the late occasion, have thrown 
off their allegiance to the GoA'emment, or sought redress of their 
wrongs in rebcUion. If tliey had possessed a written language which 
tlie chief men among them could write and read, and which was known 
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to the District Officer, or if they had been able to communicate with 
him directly, either in English or Bengalee, instead of being obliged to 
approach him through an Interpreter, he would not have been kept in 
ignorance either of their feelings or of their designs. If they had 
possessed even the elementary knowledge taught in the Vernacular 
Schools of Bengal, they would have known the hopelessness of armed op¬ 
position to the Government. To^educate the Cossyalis, therefore, is a duty 
the discharge of which is forced upon the Govcniment as a means no less 
of governing these Hills than of improving the condition of the people. 

11. General Showers, in his Report on the administration of the 


The las^ subject amnected with the J^'ntecali Hills which it 
mnaiiis tor me to notice is the estiihlishmcut of Schools hi non;' 
the Sintenga. They have no prejudice iigaiust leaniiug from 
European Teachers either atxiular or religious iustmctioii. Thoir 
feelings are free and open, luid they are pi'epared to learn either 
through the raediiun of the Bengalee or the Homan character. 

A Welsh Presbyterian Mission has Ikxsu established here for 
some years, and the pixsjeut Minister in charge of the Mission has 
gained completely the eoniidcuce of all the villagers. He goes 
freely among thorn, and is received evesrywhere with kindness and 
good will. He uncierstands thoir cluiracter and the e\tent of in¬ 
struction that should Is; given them. There arc few men wiio at 
the present time are better adapted to be entrusted with the grant- 
in-aid that Government may be induced to give for educational 
objects. 

I beg to annex a List of Poonjees in which Schools could he 
established, and the cost of each, which has been furnished nic by 
Mr. ,lonos. 'I'liu whole amount asked for might bo sanfllouiul. 
Mr. Jones’ c.\frtions would, 1 am eonlideut, eftl-ct a great improve¬ 
ment in the eliiwactcr and iiitelligiuiee of the inhabilauts. 

A contingent allowance should be saiietioiied, on application, for 
the purchase of implements for iudnslrial pursuits, such as would 
he useful in domestic life, and which laborers would be willing to 
work with. Krem the want of implements great hibor is required 
to cut the roughest pUinks. Only two planks are olitained from 
the tinest oak. A pit saw is an implement which they would at 
onee feel the advantage of, and whieh they would gladly use. 

The School established by Mr Jones is to teach the pupils but the 
first rudiments of Inarniug, reading, writing, and arillunetic. It is 
tangbt in tlieir own language in tbe Homan character, and will 
8 er\0 for those only who have 110 dealings or iiitcrcoimsc out of 
tlieir own village or illmiya. As a iiiudiuin of general iiistruetiou 
there are many objections against it; laitfiirthe Siiiteiigs it will lie 
of use, as they who attend Mr. Jones’ School would probably 
attend no other. 

For those who have transactions in other Histricts Ilengalee 
Schools will bo requii’ed, and I would recommend the Superin¬ 
tendent should be called on to sulnnit a Statement of tlic nninlier 
of Schools that might bo established with the probability of tlieir 
being attended. With this should be forwaixlttl the names of the 
viUages in which the Schools should be formed, with tbe Estab¬ 
lishment for each, and cost of buildiivg the School-rooms and sup¬ 
plying books, &c., .aud the implements required fur instruction in 
industrial pm-suits. 


Jyntecali Hills, dated 
the 9th June last, of 
which an extract is 
given in the margin, 
and in his subsequent 
Report of the 4th 
August, recommends 
an extension of the 
present system by in¬ 
creasing ‘the grant 
made to the Welsh 
Presbyterian Mission, 
from Rupees 150 to 
Rupees 250 a month, 
for the support of more 
Cossyah Schools, as 
soon as the District is 
settled and the School 
Houses arc built. In 
this recommendation 
the Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor entirely concurs, 
and instructions will 
be sent to the Director 
of Public Instruction 


3L 
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autliorizing this increase, as Mr. Jones, the Missionary, reports that the 
additional School Houses arc built, and the people ready to receive their 
teachers. The money will be forthcoming from the amount provided 
in the Budget for grants-in-aid. 

12. I am further directed to request that you will desire the Deputy 
Commissioner, in consultation with Mr. Jones, to draw up a scheme 
for the further extension of education in the Khassiah and Jyiitecah 
Hills and the plan upon which it is to be pursued. The scheme should 
include a settlement of the questions whether only Khassiah should be 
taught in the village Schools, or whether it should be combined with 
Bengalee, and whether Khassiah should be taught in the Bengalee or the 
Koman character in the different dialects of each part of the Hills, or 
in one common dialect for the whole. It should also provide for the 
establishment of an English or Anglo-Vernacular Scliool at the Sudder 
Station, and a normal class for the education of Teachers for the village 
Schools. Tlic Lieutenant-Governor would be inclined to leave the 
whole management of all the Schools in the District, from the highest 
to the lowest, in the hands of the Welsh Mission, subject only to tin; 
inspection of an Officer appointed, under the authority of the Inspector 
of the Noiilh-East Circle;, f(^ this special purpose; but on this point 
llis Honor awaits your opinion before coming to a decision. You will 
submit a Beport on the subject, at your earliest convenience, to the 
Director of Public Instruction. 

13. The next subject is that of Roads. It is much to be feared 
that the destruction of tl^ grain stored in the Jyntccah villages and the 
suspension of agri(;ultural operations throughout the greater part of the 
disturbed country has already produced great distress, and that the 
scarcity now existing is likely to bo ranch more severely felt before the 
next harv'cst. The people, it is believed, have neither food nor the 
means of buying it. It is therefore obviously desirable to take advan¬ 
tage of the demand for employment which is likely immediately to 
follow the pacification of the disturbed country, by expending a moderate 
sum of money on the roads most urgently needed, and thus at once to 
proyde the means of feeding a starving population and of opening up 
the communications necessary both for traffic and for administrative 
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purposes. The Lieutenant-Governor has received foni t^aptaiu Morton 

a rough Memorandum, 
as per margin, of the 
Roads chiefly required. 
Of these he is prepared 
to undertake the con¬ 
struction, and the 
Lieutenant - Governor 
will apply to the Go¬ 
vernment of India for 
a special grant of 
12,000 Rupees to be 
expended this season on the routes numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8, and 
on so much of each of the others as can be accomplished. The con¬ 
struction of the Road from Jowai to Assaloo was sanctioned long ago, 
and the work was suspended only in consequence of the Mutinies. 

14. A copy of this letter will be sent direct to the Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner in charge of the Cossyah and Jyntccah Hills for his speedier 
infoj’mation and guidance, but you will supplement it with any fiirthcr 
instructions you may think necessary. , 


IN. 

1. From Clierra to Lylonkot, to !>; widened and reiraiiiHl, 

distance twenty miles, at Its. 160 per mile ... 3,000 

3. From Lylonkot to Poumong, new Road, distance 

twenty miles, at lls. 3(X) a mile . 4,000 

3. From Pourriong to Nnrtcn}', new Hoad, cifflit miles, 

at lls. 2(M) a mile ... . 1,800 

4. From Foiiriioiift to Jowai, sixteen miles, .at lls. 2f)0 

a mile. 3,200 

B. From Jowai to Assaloo, a now Howl, distance sixty 

miles, at lls. 200 a mile .12,000 

6. From Joxrai to Jyntosihporc, distance thirty-two 

miles, at Rs. 60 a mile . 1,600 

7. From Nurtonfy to Assam, new Road, distance not 

known, a1x>ut fifty miles, at lls. 200 a mile ... 10,000 

8. From Lylonkot to Sliillion;', and Ycadoo, via Nonp- 

krem, twelve miles, at ils. 200 a mile . 2,400 


No. 437T. 

Copy forwarded to Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner, iu 
charge of the Cossyah and Jyntccah Hills, for information. 


No. 3187. 

Extract, paragraphs 11 and 12, forwarded to the Director of 
Public Instruction for information and guidance. 

No. 3188. 

Extract, paragraphs 11 and 12, foryt'^arded to the Civil Pay-Master 
for information and guidance. 


No. 3189. 

Extract, paragraphs 11 and 12, forwarded to the Deputy Aiujitor 
and Accouutaut-Geucral, Bengal, for information and guidance. 
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No. 3323. 

Extra( T, i)aragrai)li 13, forwarded to the Public Works Dcpart- 
ineut of this Office in order that Rupees 12,000 may be at once placed 
at tlic disposal of Captain Morton, Deputy Commissioner in charge of 
the Khassiah Hills, for making Roads during the approaching cold 
season. 


Prom J. D. Gordon, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
(0 llic Secretary to the Govei-nment of India, Ilouie Department,—No. 438T., 
dated on hoard the Yacht Rhotas, the 8tli September 1862.) 

Sir, 

In continuation of former correspondence regarding the 

affairs of the Kliassiah 


Memoraiidnin from Ap:ont, Governor General, North-East 
Frontier, No. B3, dated 26th ultimo. 

Aleinorandum from Aji^eiit, Governor General, North-East 
Frontier. No. 74, dattnl 2()th ullinio. 

M Frontier, Lieutenant-Govcmor 

No. insT., dated 31st July lh(>2. 

•Fr(>in Ih'fradiev-Gciierid Showers, d.iled the 9th June 18(12. ■Jq submit for thc 

Prom Brifiadiur-Geueval Showers, dated 4th August 1802. _ _ ^ 

information of thc 


and JyntecaJi Hills, 
I am directed by thc 


(lovt’viu.u' General in Couneil, the papers noted in thc margin. 

2. 'fhe Lieutenant-Governor desires especially to draw thc attention 
of Ills ICxctHoney in Council to the last paragraph hut one of my 

letter* of this date to the Commissioner of 

* No 43cr. - Assam, and to recommend that a special 

grant of 12,000 Rupciis may he made immediately available for the 
<‘onstruction of roads in tlic Khassiah and Jyntceah Hills. The labor 
employed will he cxelusi^||||^y .that of thc inhabitants of thc District. 

3. Thc want of these roads is much felt, and the constraction of 
them at thc present time will probably have the effect of preventing crime 
and disturbance, as well as of allaying, in some measure, the feelings 
of irritation against the Government which gave rise to thc rebellion, 
and are not likely to have been soothed by the means unavoidably 
taken for its suppression. 


From E. C. Bayley, Esq., Secretaiy to the Government of India, Home Department, 
to .1. D. OoiinoN, Esq., Ofliciating Junior Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,—(No. 6196, dated thc 25th September 1862.) 

Sir, 

* T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 438T., dated thc bth instant, enclosing correspondence regarding the 
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affairs in the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, and recommending that a 
special grant of Rujioes 12,000 may be made immediately available 
for the construction of roads in those parts. 

2. In reply I am directed to state that the Governor General in 
Council entirely approves of the proposed expenditure, •which can 
juobably be provided from the general Public Works Budget of the 
Bengal Government. Should, however, Ilis Honor be unable to make 
provision for it, his application for an additional grant will, in that 
case, be referred to the Public Works Department for favorable con¬ 
sideration. 

3. General Showers remarks on the coal and mineral productions 
of theOossyah Hills, and the Lieutenant-Governor will doubtless not 
lose sight of that Officer's suggestions on this point. 


No. 34.38. 

Copy forwarded for the information of the Secretary in the Pubjic 
Works Department, in continuation of endorsement No. 3323, dated 
24th instant, with a request that he will be so good as to state whether 
the expenditure can be met from the Public Works Budget grant. 


Memorandum from Majoe J. C. IlAUGniON, Officiating Agent to the Governor 
General, North-East Frontier,—(No. 25, dated tho 29th August 18(52.) 

Forwarded to the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
for tlic information of tho Hon’blc the Lieutenant-Governor, with an 
intimation that all proscription has been witJ^awn. 


Prom Captaiit, B. W. D. Morton, Deputy Commissioner, Cossyah and Jynteeah 
Bills, to Major J. C. Haughton, Agent to tho Governor General, North-East 
Frontier, and Commissioner of Assam,—(No. 260, dated the 21st August 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. 15B., dated the l^tli instant, received this morning. 

2. As stated in your 2nd paragraph, I was placed in doubt owing to 
my Iiaving received the orders of Government to carry out the instruc¬ 
tions of General Showers, 0. b., in which it was explicitly laid down 
that the offer of coiiditioual pardon could not be made to proscribed 
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Chiefs. To the best of my belief this list of proscribed Chiefs was for¬ 
warded by the General to Government, and I therefore presumed that, 
if Goverimicut were desirous I should consider that list cancelled, I 
should have received specific instructions to that effect. I thought it 
better to refer the matter. Previous to the receipt of the Government 
letter, I had offered, though Hajun Maniek, the terms laid down by 
General Showers, c. b., and I calculated that I should receive your 
re])iy before the return of Hajun Maniek. 

3. I regret that you should be under the impression that I might 

still be pursuing offensive measures. On the day I received the orders 
of Government I passed the most stringent orders to all concerned on 
110 account to adopt any but strictly defensive measures. ‘ 

4. I shall this day forward a Proclamation to Cherra, with a request 
to Mr. Shad well that the same may be delivered to Hajun Maniek. 
A copy of this Proclamation will also be forwarded to every independent 
. apd dependent Rajah in the Cossyah Hills, and a similar copy will also 
be sent to my Assistant in the Jynteeah Hills, who will make the 
wishes of Government generally known. I hope soon to be able to 
report the submission of the Leaders and the gradual settlement of 
the Hills. . 


Memorandum from !Majoe J. C. Hauohton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, 
North-East Frontier,—(No. 22, dated the 20th August 1862.) 

FottWAEDEJ) to the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
for the information of Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From W. H. Bbownlow, Esq., Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong, to 
the Officiating Agent, Governor General, North-East Frontier,—-(No. 102, dated 
the 9th August 1862.) 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to bring to your notice that I have this day 
received the following information from the Naib Darogali of Thannah 
Hubokali, founded on a report made by the Mouzadar of Singeemaree 
(Mypathor by name), that a party of Cossyahs or Garrows, about 
thirty or forty strong, armed with spears, arrows, swords, and daos 
came into the village and assembled at a place called Ameher Pathor, 



( 247 ) 


on the 2nd Slirawun and threatened to assault the fiscal Officers if they 
made any attempt to levy the House Tax. I have directed the Sudder 
Thannah Darogah to proceed to the spot with a party of ten Police 
Sepoys and a Naik, and ten Police Burkundauzes, with orders to appre¬ 
hend the offenders, if possible, and to obtain every information as to 
who they arc. 


Memorandum from Colonel 11. F. Dcnsford, Commanding Troops in Assam,— 

(No. 14, dated the 15th August 1862.) 

PoiiWARDBf) for the information of Major Haughton, Agent to the 
Governor General, North-East Frontier. 


From Major R. Campbell, Commanding 43rd Regiment, Native Infantry, to the 
Station Staff, Gowhatty,—(Dated the 13th August 1862.) 

Sir, * 

I HAVE the honor to report, for the information of Colonel ■ 
Dunsford, c. is., Commanding in Assam, that I this morning received a 
Report from Jemadar Bahadoor, Commanding Detachment, 43rd Native 
Infantry at Nelhee, stating that at 6 p. m., on the J8th instant, 

1 jonndar conscqucncc of the information received 

1 Utiviidar. fpom tlie Police, he left his Stockade with a 

12 Sf-pnys. 

2 Elephants. party as per margin, and proceeded, under the 

guidance of some villagers, to “ Duekiiishahur Sohoree village,about 
eight miles distant S. E., where there was said to be a party of hostile 
Cossyahs encamped. The Detachment rcach|^ there about 2 o'clock 
A. M. on tlic 11th, and shortly afterwards surprised a party of about 
thirty Cossyahs, who on being challenged fired arrows at them. The 
Detachment then returned the fire, when the Cossyahs fled to the 
jungle. 

The Jemadar states that two Cossyahs were killed and ten or twelve 
wounded, and two Boat Cutters from Bijnce who had been Prisoners 
with the Cossyahs effected their escape. None of the Jemadar's party 
were wounded. A quantity of bows, arrows, shields, and daos have 
been sent in. The party returned to their Stockade about 8 a. m. on the 
1 Ith instant. I have w'rittcn for further particulars of this affair, and 
shall not fail to report them should they be of any importance. 1 
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have also informed the Jemadar that on such occasions he ought 
always, if possible, to be accompanied by Police to prevent the possi¬ 
bility of our own people being fired upon. He has also been cautioned 
against the barbarous practice of sending in human heads as a proof 
of his having been engaged with an enemy. The accompanying Map 
will shew the exact spot on which this affair took place. 


Memorandum from Major J. C. Hattghton, Officiating Agent, Governor General, 
North-East Frontier,—(No. 27, dated the 4th September 1862.) 

Forwarded to the Junior Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
in continuation of this Office Memorandum No. 22 of the 28th ultimo, 
for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor. 


From W. H. Beownlow, Esq., Extra Assistant Commi.ssioner, Nowgong, to the 
Agent, Governor General, North-Eaat Frontier, Gowhatjy,—(No. 122, dated the 
2*Jth August 1862.) 

• • 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter No. 21 of the 25tli instant, I have 
the honor to state that two or three marauding bands of Garrows 
(Khassialis) seem to infest the Singecmarec and Amola Mouzahs. One 
of these bands, it is reported, is headed by a Bengalee living in the 
Khassiah Hill jurisdiction, and I have issued warrants for his apprehen¬ 
sion, as well as of those of his confederates who have been recognised. 
Nothing, however, has been heard of since I stationed a Guard there, 
and there seems to be no discontent among the natives. 

• _ 

Prom tho Hon’blk A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to the Officiating Commisaioner of Assam,—(No. 8372, dated the 26tli 
September 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge 
the receipt of the correspondence forwarded under your Endorsements 
Nos. 22 and 27, dated, respectively, the 20th ultimo and the 4th 
instant, regarding the incursion of a party of Khassialis into the village 
Duckin-Sohoree. 

2. In reply I am to state that native Officers in charge of Detach¬ 
ments should be most strictly prohibited from undertaking expeditions 
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without orders, and no oflensive operations of any sort should be 
undertaken by the Military Authorities except on the requisition of 
the Civil Authority of the District, and even when acting on such 
requisition some Civil Officer of a grade not lower than that of a 
Darogah should accompany the party. 

3. The practice of cutting off the licads of the enemy and sending 
them in as a trophy of success is one which calls for much stronger 
notice than has been taken of it by the Local Officers. You arc re- 
fiucsted to see that it is immediately discontinued. 


FromCAi’TAiN 13. W. D. Mobton, Deputy Commissioner of theCossyali and Jyntooali 
Hills, to tho Officiating Junior Secretary to the Government of llengal,—(datc*d 
the 20th Septemher 1802.) 

Sir, 

I iLWE the honor to foinvard copy of a letter, received laiQ 
yesterday afternoon, from the Officer Commanding at Nurteng, re])orting 
the state of feeling at that village, Nungba and Nongjoongee, which 
last village has been deserted. My Police furtlier inform me that tliev 
have heard at Nurteng that the Hcbcl Chiefs liave held a Durbar aiid 
have come to the conclusion that the reason of Government oflering 
the amnesty is that they arc afraid and that their wisest plan, therefore, 
is to hold out. 

I remark that, unless the Cherra Rajah is playing a double game, 
which 1 have no reason to suspect, the probabilities arc that the Chiefs 
of the Rebels arc divided in opinion; those who have.suffcnul the least 
being desirous of holding out, whilst those whose villages and provisions 
have been destroyed are anxious to avail themselves of the amnesty. 

2. I propose proceeding to Nurteng forthwith, and, if possible, 
removing the Guard now at Nongjoongee to Nungba before the 
villagers of the latter desert. 

The loyalty of the Nongjoongee i)eoplc has always been questionable. 
It may be that, on the withdrawal of the Troops to Nungba, the vil¬ 
lagers of Nongjoongee may return, whilst the presence «of Troops at 
Nungba may overawe the disaffected. 

3. The 33rd Native Infantry is quite a young Corps and has 
suffered severely, during their occupation of this Hills, from sickness. 

32 
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1 rcspectfiilly suggest their being relieved by a Corps of full strength. 
1 further beg to suggest the necessity of sending up a Howitzer Train. 
At present what with sickness, the necessity of supplying escorts for 
provisions, &c., the Troops arc not in a position to undertake offensive 
operations, even if the weather admitted of their doing so. 


Copy of a letter from Libotenant T. Sadliee, Commanding at Nurtong, to OoLO- 
NEii RicnAEDSON, Commanding in the Hills,—(dated the lOth September 1862.) 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honor to report,- for your information, that the vrl- 
lagcrs liavc deserted Nongjoongco, taking with them all their cattle and 
goods. The Dolloye of this village (Nnrtcng) says that the Rebels -will 
not allow the Nurteng people to cut their crops unless they promise to 
keep the dhan in the jungles: he also says that he will not be able to 
prevent his Wllagcrs ioining,the Rebels unless they arc protected whilst 
cutting their crops. Sometime ago he sent three men to tell the 
Rebels of the amnesty. Of these, two arc prisoners in the hands of 
the Rebels, and one has been sent back to say that, unles.s all the Troops 
are withdrawn from the Hills and tlieir Rajah reinstated, the Rebels 
won^t confe in. They say they have enough dhan stored for another 
year. To-day some men from Nungba came and spent a long time 
in the Dolloye^s house. The Dolloye has since been twice up to me. 
He seems to be in a great fright and says tlie Nuiigba men will go in 
a day or two. 1 much riMjuirc an interpreter. 


Copy of the above correspondence has been forwarded to tlu; Com¬ 
missioner of Assam. 


From the IIon’bIiE A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to tlie Government of Bengal, 
to Bbioadibe-Geneeal St. G. D. Showebs, c. Commanding Pn'sideiicy 
Division,—(No. , dated the ^rd October 1862.) * 

Sir; 

I Ay directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to forward to you, 
in original, two letters, dated 20th September, from the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of the Cossyah and Jynteeah Hills, in order that if you arc 
of opinion that the 33rd Native Infantry should be relieved by another 
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Regiment, and that a Howitzer Train should bo sent up to the Cossyah 
Hills, the necessary steps may be taken with the sanction of the 
Government of India. 

2. The return of the original letters is requested. 


Prom BaiOADiEE-GEyBBAi, St. G. D. Showjjbs, o. b., Commanding Presidency- 
Division, to the Ho\’bIiE a. EoBy, Oificiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,—(No. 372, dated the 4th October 1862.) 

Sib, ^ 

^ 1 HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

dated 3rd October, Judicial, with the enclosure, from the Bcimty 
Commissioner, Cossyali and Jyntceah Hills. 

Ill reply I have the honor to state that I consider it very desirable, 
as the 33rd Native Infantry has been so sickly in the Cossyah Hills, 
that the men should be relieved, and I 1^1 take steps to expedite the 
dispatch of the 21st Native Infantry under orders for the North-East 
Frontier to take the place of the 33rd Native Infantry. 

On the subject of sending a Howitzer Train to the Hills I shall have 
the honor to rcjxirt hereafter. 

• • 

1 beg to return the enclosure from Captain Morton, of wMch I have 
directed a copy to be made. 


Prom the Hon’ble A. Eden, Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
to Captain B. W. D. Moeton, Deputy Commissioner of the Cossyah and 
Jyuteeah Hills,—(No. 3496, dated the 9lh October 1862.) 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter dated tlic 20th ultimo, with its enclosure, 
regarding the state of feeling among tlie inhabitants of certain 
Cossyah villages, and the supposed intentions of the Rebel Chiefs, and 
urging the necessity of dispatching to the Hills a full Regiment in the 
place of the 33rd Native Infantry, and also a Howitzer Train. 

2. In reply I am desired to forward a copy of a letter No. 372, 
dated the 4th instant, from Bn’gadicr-Gcncral Showers, c. b., and to 
inform you that, besides tlie Regiment which the Military Authorities 
may send to the Hills to relieve the 33rd Native Infantry, the 
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Lieutenant-Governor has ordered the Head-Quarters and Eight Wing 
of the Kamroop Ecgimcnt to proceed to Sylhet, where they will he 
available should any necessity arise for their employment. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor has, however, instructed me to state 

that information subsequently received by him on the subject leads him to 
suppose that you have taken a more unfavorable view of the intentions 
of the Cossyahs than the circumstances reported justify, and that 
they arc really intending to accept the offer of pardon, which has been held 
out to them, and to submit themselves to the authority of the 
Government. • 

4. Ills Honor therefore expects you to use all forbearance with ’ 
the Cossyahs and to make every exertion to induce them to C( 2 mc in, 
even though they should not seem dis^rased to respond to the overtures 
of forgiveness made to them so readily as might, in your judgment, 
have been expected. 

5. Ill dealing ivith tli^ people you must make every allowance 
' for their ignorance and suspicions, and must not argue, from the 

obstinacy of a few, that the disposition of the whole tribe is averse 
to reconciliation and to a jieaccful return to their homes. 

0. In the event, however, of its being necessary to have rccom’sc 
again to the action of Troops, their operations must be strictly confined 
to the capture of persons actually in rebellion, and all appearance of 
hostility towiu’ds the Cossyahs as a tribe must be avoided. There 
must be no burning of villages or crops, no further destruction of pro¬ 
perty, no punislimcut inflicted on persons not actually in resistance to 
the Coverument. The objects to be aimed at in this event should be the 
attack and/lispersion of all armed bodies of men; the capture of actual 
offenders, especially chiefs, leaders, or instigators; and the protection of 
the lives and property of all who shew a disposition to resume their ordi- 
noiy occupations and remain quietly within their villages, especially 
women and children. The operations, in short, should, as far as possible, 
be regarded and felt by those engaged in them as operations of Police 
for the suppression of crime rather than those of warfare with an 
enemy. 

7. You should also remember that the desire of the Government 
is to inspire confidence in the people and restore order and tranquillity 
to the District, and that to attam this we must carefully abstain from 
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all acts of indiscriminate severity and confine ourselves to the punish¬ 
ment of those who are really guilty, instead of holding whole villages 
responsible for the ci iracs of a few of their inhabitants, and involving 
all in one common calamity. 

8. As Cml Officer of the District you ai*e responsible for the just 
treatment of all who are subject to your authority, and it is your 
clear duty to see that, if the employment of Troops is necessary to 
support the Police in the suppression of crime and the apprehension 
of offenders, they do not exceed their duty. 

No. 3197. 

f)oj'Y forwarded to tlie Commissioner of Assam for information. 

No. 3198. ^ 

Copy forwarded to llrigadier-Gcncrsd Showers, c. b., Commanding 
the Presidency Division lor inlbrniation. 



(^APTATX H. IJ. I'liKw, Ooinmiiiidant of the Kamroop Rej^iment, Fiinccclporp,— 


(No. -3199, dated the Oth October 18(52.) 

« 

Sir, 

I AM directed by tlic Lieutenant-Governor to rc(|i\fst tliat'you 
will' proceed witli tlu; I lead-Quarters and iiight 'VViiig of your Corps 
to Sylhet, and tlicro linld yotirsclf and your men in readiness for 
employment in the Cossyali and Jyiitccali Hills sliould tlic Deputy 
Commissionc]' of the District require your services. 

2. You M’ill coniinuuicjLto with the Conimissioucr of Dacca with 
a view to the itunu dliite relief of any of your men who may he now 
employed on Civil duties and to your being furiiislicd with the necessary 
mctuis for protjec'ding to Sylhet. 

No. 3500. 

Copy foruarded to the Commissioner of Dacca for his information 
and guidance. 

No. 3501. 

Copy forwarded to the laspcctor-Gciicral of Police, Lower Pro-' 
vinccs for information. 












